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Captain Nick Clemente
Get Sum Charters    www.getsumcharters.com

Q: What are the 4 keys to a
successful flounder fishing
trip?

Jon Pulsifer
Allegheny Twp., PA

A: As with any type of
fishing it can look like
everything is perfect... all the
stars are in alignment and it is
going to be a great day for
flounder fishing, but the day
ends up being a bust.  It
happens to everyone.
However, there are 4 key items
that I look for when planning a
flounder trip.  They are water
clarity, water temperature, tide
and bait selection.

Since flounder are sight
feeders, water clarity is
probably the most important
factor for a successful flounder
trip.  In the bay behind Ocean
City, a greenish water color is
what you are looking for.  You
don’t want to see water that is
all muddied up, looking
brownish.  The tide plays an

important role in water clarity.
Sometimes the water is cleaner
during the incoming tide, while
other times the outgoing tide
cleaner.  If the ocean is churned
up because of a recent storm,
then the incoming tide will bring
that dirty water in the bay.  A lot
of times, you can actually see the
line of clean or dirty water right
in the inlet.

The water behind
Assateague, especially down
closer to the Assateague Bridge,
can get very dirty with a lot of
slur and grass in the water.  You
definitely want to stay away
from this type of condition and
maybe move up into the
Thorofare where the water may
be cleaner.  The slur will drive
you crazy and the dirty water
will shut down the flounder bite.  

Water temperature is
extremely important in the
spring.  I like to see the water
temperature get over 60-degrees.
In the summer, when the bay
water can get too hot, I look for

deeper holes to drift across where
the water on the bottom is cooler.

Being a charter boat, I need to
fish whenever the trip is
scheduled and sometimes this
can conflict with a ideal tide,
another important factor in
flounder fishing.

In the spring, I like the
outgoing tide because the
shallow water has a chance to
warm-up in the sun.  During the
summer, the incoming tide can
be better because it brings the
cooler ocean water into the bay.

As far as timing is concerned,
you want to stay away from both
slack tide and when currents are
really ripping.  In places like the
East Channel, where the current
can really move during parts of
the tide, I will switch to a
different  location that has a
slower current.  When the tide is
slack I will move to a location
where the water is moving.  Most
people agree that the two hours
before the high and low tides
seem to produce the best catches.

Bait selection is extremely
important.  In the past,
everyone seemed to fish with
minnows and squid.
However, in recent years the
introduction of Gulp! artificial
baits caused a lot of anglers to
switch over.  I prefer the Gulp!
Alive Swimming Mullet in
white and chartreuse during
the summer and pink in the
spring.  They really work!

During the summer, I love
to use live spot, peanut bunker
and mullet.  You can really
catch some big flounder using
live bait! 

Do you have a question for a
local pro?  Email your question to
coastalfisherman@comcast.net.
Don’t forget to include your
name, town and phone number.

OCEAN CITY REEF FOUNDATION

AYCE ITALIAN FEAST
& AUCTION

Wednesday, May 16th
5-7 p.m.

Hall’s Restaurant
5909 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD

Tickets Available at the Door
$15 for adults/$10 children 10 & under

Cash Bar

ALL YOU CAN EAT ITALIAN BUFFET
LIVE & CHINESE AUCTIONS

50/50 RAFFLE

All proceeds will benefit the Ocean City Reef
Foundation’s Artificial Reef Habitat Projects!

For more information please call: 410-208-0064
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THE  NATURAL
47’ Daytona 

Capt. Marty Moran
Capt. Rich Gallagher

3017047231

BILLFISHER
62’ Paul Spencer
Capt. Jon Duffie
2403728117

OASIS
68’ Viking

Capt. Jeremy Blunt
4105074150

RHONDA’S OSPREY
59’ Custom

Capt. Joe Drosey
4109779669   

PUMPIN’ HARD
58’ Blackwell 

Capt. Gary Stamm
4437832765

ESPADON
58’ F&S

Capt. Sylvain Cote
4107039191

THE ZIPPER
47’ Davis 

Capt. Ed ‘Zip’ Zajdel
Capt. Ronnie Zajdel

4438298857 

FIN RAZR
31’ Cape Horn

Capt. Doug Smetana
3023791629

WHITE LIGHTNING
61’ Lightning

Capt. Luke Blume
4102511889

MARLI
58’ Ritchie Howell

Capt. Mark Hoos 
4104567765

REEL CHAOS
60’ Guthrie

Capt. Anthony Matarese
6096850704  

PUMPIN’ HARD 66
66’ Blackwell 

Capt. Dan Burt
4107261353

THE LUCKY DUCK II
37’ Billfish Ocean Yacht

Capt. Eric Blanks
4436145536

SUSHI   57’ Island Boatworks
Capt. Brian Porter

4104581164
Capt. Charley Pereira

2522166291

REEL COUNTRY
47’ Buddy Davis

Capt. DJ Churchill
7034774205 (Troy)

MISS ANNIE
52’ Viking

Capt. Randy Yates
5613083042

MACKENNA JANE II
45’ Judge

Capt. Jerry Judge
4103108038
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Alex Levanovsky of Philadelphia, PA (right) landed a 29.5-inch,
19 lb. 4 oz. tautog, his personal best, during a trip aboard the head
boat “Morning Star” with Max Dall’Orso of Old Bridge, NJ, Capt.
Monty Hawkins and mates Mike Kinder and Rich Silvani.  Max also
caught a beauty that tipped the scales at 14 lbs. 14 oz.  Both were
caught on white crabs at an ocean wreck.  Pictured at the Ocean City
Fishing Center.

Rudi Schlesner from Denton, MD was drifting a minnow and
squid combination in the Thorofare when he hooked into this 24.5-
inch flounder.  Rudi was fishing on the “Kelly Jean” with Will and
Nick Schlesner and Braden Rosebrock.  The big flattie weighed an
even 5 lbs. on the scale at Ake Marine.

In early April, Chris Arnone from Wilmington, DE captured this
42-inch, 28.25 lb. striped bass while surfcasting at 3R’s Road, a mile
south of the Indian River Inlet.  Chris used fresh bunker for bait and
weighed his catch at Bill’s Sport Shop in Lewes, DE.
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The first flounder caught out of Ocean City this year was caught
on opening day by Aric Gilley while fishing on the “Martini Time”
with Dave Oliphant (pictured) and Chuck Wenzel.  The trio caught
the fish, measuring between 17 and 18.5-inches, while drifting white
Gulp! Alive Swimming Mullets in the Thorofare.  Pictured at the
Ocean City Fishing Center.

Steve Iwaszko of Ocean Pines, MD pounded the stripers non-
stop over the winter and spring.  Here he is pictured with a 36-incher
caught in mid-April while tossing a Yozuri Crystal Minnow around
the Assateague Bridge at night.
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Famous striper sniper,
Collin Hurley captured this 46-
inch striped bass while trolling
Tsunami tandem rigs south of
the Assateague Bridge near the
Sliver.  Collin was fishing on
the “57 Chins” with Pat and Joe
Hurley, Charlie Sitskorn, Bo
“Rod Hog” Smeltzer and Kevin
Baggett.
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On April 4th, Scott Lenox joined Luke and Joshua Blume for a
flounder fishing trip out of Wachapreague, VA and were rewarded
with 14 flounder caught on bull minnows in Drawing Channel.
Joshua reportedly outfished the senior fishermen on this particular
day.

Ocean City’s own Gary Beach spent the winter  in Sebastian, FL
and found time to land  a pending I.G.F.A. All-Tackle Length World
Record speckled trout.  Gary’s catch, measuring 31-inches (79 cm),
was caught while fishing on the “Pattern Setter” with Capt. Gus
Brugger and Tom Collins when he hooked the speckled trout on a 4-
inch D.O.A Cal Shrimp bait along the mangroves in the Indian River
Lagoon.
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If this past winter and
spring is any indication of how
fishing will pan out this
season, just throw out your old
log books because nothing will
be the same.  Thanks to the
exceptionally warm winter we
experienced, it looks to me like
everything may be a couple of
weeks to a month earlier than
we have seen in the past.  This
should make thing very
interesting.

Bluefin Tuna / Sharks
For the second year in a

row, the first bluefin tuna of
the season was caught by Mike
Sears on the “Wrangler”.  Mike
caught his fish on Monday,
April 29th, three days earlier
than last year when he landed
one on May 1st in the
Washington Canyon.  Capt.
Craig Mercier took his crew 70
miles offshore to 500 fathoms
in the Baltimore Canyon (200
line) where he said there were
all the bluefin tuna you
wanted to catch.  After
catching their one bluefin, the
crew switched over to shark
fishing where they released 2
blue sharks during the trip.

Striped Bass
Prior to the last week in

January, the striped bass bite
was mediocre with the
majority of fish cruising down
the 10-mile line.  Most anglers,

including myself, pulled their
boats thinking that the season
was over, which, based on
history, it was.  However, that
was not the case by a long shot.
Big schools of fish started to
appear inside the 3-mile line
and the bite was on.  Anglers
who wanted to jig didn’t have
much success but those on the
troll really tore them up.  Bites
started just south of the Sliver

(Assateague Bridge) and
slowly moved north up past
the Indian River Inlet.  Fish
were feeding on enormous
schools of bunker so those
trolling mojos, parachutes,
umbrella rigs and Stretch
Imitators did very well.  The
bite finally settled down
around mid-March and the
weather since then has
prevented anglers from getting
out into the ocean on a lot of
days, but when you could get
out, stripers were still there to
be found. 

As with every spring run,
the linesiders seem to hug the
beach during their northern
migration more so than in the
fall.  This sets up excellent
fishing in early to mid-May for
surfcasters fishing off
Assateague Island and the
beaches of Ocean City and
southern Delaware.  Anglers
are pecking away at stripers in
the surf, but the hot and heavy
action hasn’t started up yet.  If
we use history as a guide, then
it should heat up very soon.

With water temperatures in
the bay hovering around the
mid 50’s to low 60’s, anglers
tossing bucktails and Slug-
Go’s or trolling swim shads on
light tackle have been able to
catch striped bass around the
bridges and the South Jetty.  

Tautog
The big news so far this

year goes back to January 11th,
when Charlie Donohue from
Philadelphia, PA boated a 23
lb. tautog that set a new
Maryland state record.  The 33-
inch male blackfish was caught
aboard the “Morning Star” on
a green crab at an artificial reef.
This wasn’t the only big tautog
caught by an angler on the

Bob and Kyle Mangell from Silver Spring, MD, Spencer and
Frank Smith from Potomac, MD and Charlie Nixon from Bowie had
a good day fishing on the charter boat “Get Sum” with Capt. Nick
Clemente and mate Lizzy Brittingham.  The group ended their day
with 7 flounder in the box measuring between 18 and 21-inches.  All
of the fish were caught in the Thorofare on Gulp! Alive Swimming
Mullets during the outgoing tide in 61-degree water.  Pictured at the
Ocean City Fishing Center.
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On April 1st, Mike Gillard from Brentwood, NY caught this 18lb.
6 oz. tautog on a green crab at an ocean reef.  Mike was aboard the
charter boat “Fish Bound” with Capt. Kane Bounds and mate Kevin
Twilley.  Pictured at Bahia Marina.

“Morning Star” this past
winter/spring.  Capt. Monty
had several fish over 19 lbs.
with a couple of anglers being
inducted into the “20 lb. Club”.

Lately, with the minimum
size increasing from 14-inches
to 16-inches, tautog fishing on
ocean reefs and wrecks has
seen some days when the fish
were flying over the rail and
other days when anglers had
to really work for a keeper.
Green and white crabs were
the ticket.

In the bay, tautog fishing
has been better than expected.
The increased minimum size
had most worried that they
would hardly see a keeper
caught this year, but the bite
has been good off the 4th Street
Bulkhead, around the South
Jetty and at the rocks off
Martha’s Landing in the West
Channel.

Right now, tautog
regulations stand at:

01/01/12 to 05/15/12
16” minimum

4 fish per person

05/16/12 to 10/31/12
16” minimum

2 fish per person

11/01/12 to 11/14/12
16” minimum

4 fish per person

11/15/12 to 12/31/12
SEASON CLOSED

However, state and federal
fishery representatives are
working on the possibility of
extending the tautog season so
that it will only close from
11/26/12 to 12/31/12.
Obviously, nothing is
guaranteed but it’s good to
know that they are looking at
it.

Sea Bass
Right now, the sea bass

season is closed.  If you listen
real hard, you can hear local
head boat captain’s heads
exploding since most are
convinced that the regulations
are based on poor data.  The
season is scheduled to open on
May 22nd, but I heard that the
fishery management folks are

trying to get it opened on May
19th.  Check this column or the
Breaking News section at
www.coastalfisherman.net for
updates.

Anglers on ocean wrecks
and reefs have been releasing
some large sea bass.  One
angler told me that they
ventured out to the Great
Eastern Reef a little over a
week ago and were releasing
knotheads up to 20-inches.
Capt. Monty on the “Morning
Star” reported releasing sea
bass up to 17-inches during a
recent trip.

Flounder
The big news is the MD

Fisheries Service reducing the
minimum size for flounder
this year from 18-inches to 17-
inches.  You know what that
means?  We’ll all catch 16.5-
inch flatties.  Doesn’t it always
seem to be that way?

However, it doesn’t look
like that will be the case
because quite a few flounder
have already been caught since
the season opened on April
14th.  Since then, it has been
tough to find a good stretch of
days when the weather was
good enough to fish.

Local charter boats, “Get
Sum”, “Lucky Break” and
“Ocean City Guide Service”
have all returned from trips
with good catches in the box.

The hot spot has definitely
been up in the Thorofare and
on the flats, north of the
Thorofare.  In the Thorofare,
anglers drifting between the
yellow house on the tip of
Captain’s Hill to around the
corner of the channel have
landed good size flounder.
Boats trolling over the flats
have also produced good
numbers.

The hot bait is the Gulp!
Alive Swimming Mullet in
white, chartreuse or pink.
Pink tends to do well in the
spring but after that, white
becomes the top producer.

Let’s hope for some good
weather so anglers can hit the
water in search of their favorite
catch.  We are off to a pretty
good start.

Tight lines!
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240-298-0365

Vinne Myers
(410) 876-4638

3rd Annual Memorial Day
Bluefish Tournament

Chairman: Franky Pettolina
Registration: May 25, 6:30 p.m.

Fishing Days: (1 of 2) May 26 & May 27
Awards Banquet: May 27, 6:30-9 p.m.

You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this
tournament

33rd Annual Small Boat
Tournament
Chairman: Bill Regan

Registration: June 22, 6:30 p.m.
Fishing Days: (1 of 2) June 23 & June 24

Crab Feast/Awards Banquet: June 24, 6:30-9 p.m.
You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this

tournament

30th Annual Canyon Kick Off
Tournament

Chairman: Franky Pettolina
Registration: June 28, 6:30 p.m.

Fishing Days: (2 of 3) June 29 & 30, July 1
Awards Banquet: July 2, 1-3 p.m.

You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this
tournament

Free to all OCMC Boat members

8th Annual Kids' Classic
Chairmen: Bill Regan,  Annette Cropper, & 

Pat Svehla
Registration: July 20, 7:30 p.m.

Fishing Days: (1 or 2 of 2) July 21 & July 22
Cook-Out: July 21, 6:30 p.m. for Wish-A-Fish Kids

Carnival & Awards Banquet: July 22, 5-8 p.m.
You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this

tournament

4th Annual OCMC Ladies' Tournament
Chairmen:  Franky Pettolina & Amanda Shick

Registration:  August 2, 6 p.m.
Fishing Days: (1 of 2) August 3 & August 4

Awards Banquet:  August 4, 6:30-9 p.m.
You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this tournament

54th Annual Labor Day White Marlin
Tournament

Chairmen: Bob Wimbrow & Bill Fenwick
Registration:  August 30, 6:30 p.m.

Fishing Days: (2 of 3) August 31, September 1 & 2
Awards Banquet: September 2 • Luau & Pig Roast 6:30-9 p.m.
You do not need to be a member of OCMC to participate in this tournament

34th Annual Challenge Cup
Chairman: Jon C. Duffie

Registration: September 13,  7 p.m.
Fishing Days: (2 of 2) September 14 & September 15

Italian Night: September 14, 6:30-9 p.m.
Awards Banquet: September 15, 6:30-9 p.m.

By OCMC Invitation Only

John Brockmeyer from Belair, MD landed the heaviest flounder
we have seen so far this year out of Ocean City, a beautiful 28-inch,
8.25 pounder while drifting a spec rig tipped with a Berkley Gulp!
south of the Ocean City Airport during the outgoing tide.  John was
fishing with Mike Brockmeyer, Bob Miller and Rick Reabis and the
group ended their day with 4 keeper flounder in the box.  Weighed
at Oyster Bay Tackle.
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New Lower Rates for
2012 Wet Slips

Ask about our new

customer discount!

We have great

transient rates!

All New Full Service Facility
• 274 Wet and Transient Slips

• Indoor/Outdoor Dry Storage
• Working Boat Yard

• Slipholder Bathrooms with Showers
• Laundry Facility   • Bait and Tackle

• Fresh Seafood Sales   • Gas/Diesel Sales
• Charter and Headboats

• 12 Waterfront Cottages  •  Waterfront Café

Clean, Comfortable, Convenient.

Relaxing and professional facilities located at the Indian River
Inlet, between the Atlantic Ocean and Inland Bays.

For Charter Information
call 302-227-3071
  At Delaware Seashore State Park • 39415 Inlet Road, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

(302) 227-3071 • www.destateparks.com

Come visit our Ships Storefor your boating andbeach supplies
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Thorofare

Rt. 50 
Bridge

Inshore
Reefs/Wrecks

Great 
Eastern Reef

(catch & release)

From the
Surf

Baltimore
Canyon

Baltimore
Canyon

Baltimore
Canyon

Behind
Frontier

Town

Rt. 90
Bridge

South 
Jetty

Bass
Grounds

(catch & release)

Poor Man’s 
Canyon

---

Poor Man’s
Canyon

---

On January 1st, Charles Nichols of Berlin, MD and K.C.
Harrington of Bishopville, MD caught and released these 2 stripers
while trolling mojos on the charter boat “Lucky Break” with Capt.
Jason Mumford.

In mid-April, Paul Vreeland of West Ocean City, MD caught his
limit of flounder while drifting live minnows in the bay behind
Frontier Town aboard the “Mel-O-Jane”.  Paul’s largest fish of the
day measured 22-inches.
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"Whether I need filters, oil, parts, 
or someone to turn a wrench, the folks at 

Edward's Marine have provided the kind of
fast and effective service I need to keep my

charter boat running without any downtime. 

In more than a decade of service, Edward
and his team have never let me down!"

- Capt. Mark Sampson, 
Fish Finder Adventures

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

AUTHORIZED DEALER
• Cummins • Volvo • Onan 

• Kohler • ZF Marine 
• Westerbeke • Twin Disc 

• Lugger • Northern Lights
Parts  - Sales - Repair - Repower

Ed Bartholme 
410-213-7986 OR 800-772-7168

12741 Sunset Ave. 
Ocean City, MD 21842

edwardsmarine@comcast.net

On January 1st, Josh Fallon (left) from Bahia Marina landed the
first striper of the year out of Ocean City during a trip aboard the
“Patty Wagon Part Deux” with Kevin “The King” Weber.  The fish
was caught at Little Gull Shoal on a trolled mojo.  Pictured at Bahia
Marina.
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Driftin’ EasyDriftin’ Easy
by Sue Foster

“I’m here early in the
season. Usually I come in the
summertime. What’s
different?”

Springtime tactics can
differ from summertime. The
water is colder and the fish are
a little slower.  There’s not
quite as much variety. The
little scrappy fish like spot
and croaker aren’t around yet,
so you need to concentrate on
the fish that are here.

Flounder are biting for
sure and when I talk to serious
flounder fishermen, the
biggest mistake flounder
anglers make in the early part
of the season is to grab the rod
and try to set the hook too
fast.  Since the water is colder,
the fish move slower.
Sometimes they mouth the
bait for a bit before grabbing
the hook. Anglers in boats will
often find that the rod holder
is their best friend.  Use a rod
with a soft rod tip like an Ugly
Stik.  When you see the rod tip
bending over with the weight
of a flounder, pick it up and
set the hook.

Flounder can turn off if the
water temperatures get too
cold.  Early season flounder
anglers find that the outgoing
tide has warmer water then
the incoming tide. Thus, the
beginning of the outgoing tide
is a very popular tide in the
spring as well as the last few
hours of the outgoing.  One or
two hours before dead low
tide is also good.  Flounder
fishing tends to be better on
sunny days. The sun warms
the water in the back bays and
can raise the water
temperatures by over 10
degrees!  Overcast days can be
unproductive. A good tide too

early in the morning can be
unproductive if the water
temps are on the “edge.”

Spring flounder fishing
can be really good in the
upper reaches of the bay, like
the area around the Route 90
Bridge or in the bay behind
Assateague near Frontier
Town between Buoys 8 thru
13. The upper reaches of the
bay are good because the
water temperatures are
warmer in these areas.   If you
don’t have a boat and want to
get into some of this action,
the bay party boats advertised
in the Coastal Fisherman are a
good way to go. Even if you
are a new angler with a new
boat, a few trips out on these
party boats is a good learning
experience.

“What rigs and baits
should I use?”

Well, the usual high/low
or long-leadered single
flounder rigs always work
well.  We find that in the
spring, colors like pink and
orange are more popular than
they are in the middle of
summer.  Anglers typically
use live minnows hooked
through the lips or frozen
shiners hooked through the
eyes.  During summer, a strip
of squid hooked alongside a
minnow or shiner always
works well. It also works well
in the spring, but there are a
lot of skates in the bay that can
also be attracted to squid!  To
avoid them, it’s better to tip
your minnow or shiner with a
gulp swimming mullet, a 3-
inch curltail grub or even a
strip of Fishbite bloodworm.

(Fishbite bloodworm looks
really red in the water and
makes an excellent trailer
bait.)

“I hear there are tautog
biting!”

Yes, in the spring and fall
we have a nice tautog run.
Tautog are also around in the
summertime, but nothing like
they are in the spring and fall.
Anglers HAVE to use some
kind of crustacean to catch
tautog, so trying to catch them
with minnows and squid is
basically a waste of time
unless you accidently snag
one.

Green crabs and sand fleas
(or mole crabs) are the baits
most tackle shops sell. You can
also use clams or shrimp.  You
need to fish for tautog in
rocky, snaggy areas like the
inlets, the 2nd thru 4th Street
Bulkhead, near the draw of
the Rt. 50 Bridge, at the end of
the left hand corner of the
Oceanic Pier and at the end of
5th and 6th Streets.  Anglers in
boats fish the inlet rocks and
along the rocks just offshore of
the entrance of the
Commercial Harbor and the
area around Homer Gudelsky
Park. The new size limit is 16-
inches and you better be
careful that the tautog
measures up when fishing in a
public area.  

Tautog feed best early in
the morning and just before
dark, especially the larger
ones. If you catch the time of
day with a slacking tide, your
chances increase!  The
beginning of the outgoing tide
has been the best tide so far
this spring. A low, outgoing
tide usually is also good.

The one thing about early
springtime fishing is that it’s
not a time to take the kids up
to Northside Park to catch
Norfolk spot. They just aren’t
in yet!  Crabbing is good, but
if you want to give the kids
some action catching “just

anything” you really need to
fish the 9th Street Pier or the
Oceanic Pier.  Early spring
will see blowfish, snapper
blues, skates and maybe little
sea bass at some point.  Just
like in the summer, a little
piece of squid and worm or
artificial Fishbite worm, will
usually catch you something!

“How about blues and
stripers!”

These fish are usually
haunting the Oceanic Pier, the
Inlets and the Route 50
Bridge. Especially towards
evening, lures such as Gotcha
Plugs, Spec Rigs and soft
bodies rigged on lead heads
will hook blues and stripers.
Halfway into the incoming
tide, at high tide and at the
very beginning of the
outgoing tide is usually best.

“Is surf fishing any
good?” 

My goodness, the surf in
May can give us action on big
stripers, black drum, decent
sized blues, sharks and skates.
We don’t have those scrappy
little summertime fish like
spot and kingfish, so don’t
waste too much time with
small hooks and bloodworms.
You are better off with a larger
hook with cut bunker, mullet
or mackerel when trying to
catch a trophy striper. Of
course, this can be “hit or
miss,” so if the kids just want
to catch “anything”, get a
medium-sized high/low
bluefish rig and bait up with
some box squid. There are
always dog sharks and skates,
a chance at a snapper blue and
maybe some blowfish!

Springtime fishing…. a
little different than summer,
but still, it’s fishing!

Good fishing….

Sue Foster is an outdoor
writer and co-owner of Oyster
Bay Tackle in Ocean City, MD
and Fenwick Tackle in Fenwick,
DE.
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H Calcutta T’s - Short & Long Sleeve, Calcutta Hats & Sunglasses!
H 6 1/2 foot combos with line - only $19.99
H 8 Foot Pier/Surf Combos: Rod, Reel and Line - only $29.99
H 10 Foot Surf Combos: Rod, Reel and Line - from $39.99!
H 11 &  12 Foot Surf Combos: Rod, Reel and Line - from $59.99!
H Star Aerial and Stellar Surf Rods: 7 to 12 Foot - $59.99 to $199.95

FREE Keychain Pocket
Knife with purchase of 

$5 or more
WITH THIS COUPON

Fill your 
Spinning Reel

1¢ per yard
monofilament

line (6# - 17# test)
WITH THIS COUPON

EXPIRES 5/31/12
(Sufix Tritanium Plus, 

Silver Thread, Cajun lines)

FREE
22-inch 

Sand Spike
with any 

Surf Combo
WITH THIS COUPON

Tica Rods
2012 White Marlin Open T’s - short & long sleeve
2012 OC Shark Tournament T’s - short sleeve
Fishbites Bloodworm Alternative - $7.99

Selection
of 

St. Croix
Premier

Spinning
Rods!

CLEANED &
CUT SQUID

LIVE MINNOWS

RENTALS

CLAM RAKES

BLOODWORMS

CRAB BAIT

GIFT CARDS

RIGGED
BRIDGE NETS

CRAB POTS

Londyn Magee of Millsboro,
DE boated her first flounder, a
19-inch incher, during a trip
with her Pop Pop, Bill Marshall,
in the Indian River.  Photo
courtesy of Whitetail Taxidermy
& Outdoor Supplies.

Towards the end of January,
Pat Hurley landed this 45-inch
striper while trolling Tsunami
tandem rigs near the Sliver.  
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Wes Pollitt of Salisbury, MD (right) was fishing in the
Chesapeake Bay, south of the MD/VA line when he captured this 46-
inch, 48 lb. striped bass while fishing with Gary Pollitt on the “Lady
Katy”.

Bob Key fooled this 20 lb. 4 oz. tautog with a white crab while
fishing on the head boat “Morning Star” with Capt. Monty Hawkins
and mate Mike Kinder.  The fish was caught at an ocean wreck and
is pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.

On April 16th, Danny Cox and Greg Volpitta ended their day
with 4 keeper flounder after drifting live minnows in the Thorofare
aboard the “Ms’ Der”.  The fish ranged from 17-inches to 22-inches
with the largest weighing in at 4 lbs. 10 oz.
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OPEN DAILY
SUN - THURS: 7am - 5pm • FRI & SAT: 6am - 6pm

Located 5 miles S of Dewey Beach and 
5 miles N of Bethany Beach

302-226-8220 • 877-599-7717

OPEN DAILY
SUN - THURS: 7am - 5pm • FRI & SAT: 6am - 6pm
Located on Rt. 1 in South Bethany at York Beach Mall

5 miles N of OC

302-539-6243

7th Annual 
OC Marlin Club

Nautical Flea Market

When: Saturday, May 5th, 8 am - Noon

Where: Parking Lot of the OC Marlin Club

Cost: $20 per space

It’s time to spring clean! Get all that gear in order and sell
what you don’t need anymore.

For the past several years, the spaces have been sold out...
so sign up soon - space is limited!

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A CLUB MEMBER TO RENT A SPACE!

Reserve now by calling:
Tami or Mark Radcliffe

410.208.4510

For the second year in a row, Mike Sears of Pasadena, MD landed
the first bluefin tuna of the year while fishing on the “Wrangler”
with Darrin Pruitt, Colene Artrip, Capt. Craig Mercier and mate Tom
Zapf.  The 48-inch, 70 lb. bluefin was hooked on a trolled ballyhoo
in 500 fathoms in the Baltimore Canyon.  Pictured at the Ocean City
Fishing Center.
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BAG OF TRICKS 35’ Express
Capt. Glenn Butts   301-279-2130

SALTY SONS 48’ Ocean
Capt. Shane McGinnis & Capt. Mel Jr.

717-940-0714

VIRGINIA 35’ Bertram 
Capt. Fred Phillips

Brian Zelubowski   410-746-3966  

SEA MISTRESS 38’ Topaz
Capt. Dean Metcalfe   717-404-3331

YELLOWFIN 36’ Topaz
Capt. Chuck Woodward   410-310-4044

• Fully Stocked Tackle & Bait Shop
• Rental Packages
• Official Weigh Station

• Expert Fish Cleaning
• Fuel & Pumpout Station
• Boat Ramp & Ship’s Store

• Beer, Sodas, Snacks, Clothing
• Bahia Service Center & Outboard Service
• Winter Storage Available

BARBED WIRE 31’ Mako
Capt. Dean Metcalfe   717-404-3331

Capt. Norman Manley

Make-Up

Charters

Available

CAH-CHING 35' Cabo Flybridge
Capt. Steve Martin   410-289-7473

MARLIN • TUNA • DOLPHIN • SHARK • WAHOO

ANTICIPATION
32’ Carolina Custom Express

Capt. Al Frizzel    410-882-2251

FISH BOUND 29’ Topaz
Capt. Kane Bounds   443-497-1361

SISTER SHIP
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New Pontoons
Are Here!

16’ and 17’
Skiff Rentals

We rent 
fishing
kayaks

for 1 or 2
people

DEEP SEA FISHING

JUDITH M
75’ Lydia 

1/2 Day Ocean Bottom Fishing
Sea Bass, Tog, Ling, Trout & Croakers

Two trips daily in season
8 AM - 12:30 PM & 1:30 PM - 6 PM
Evening Cruises in season 7:30 pm - 9 pm

BAY FISHING

TORTUGA
Three trips daily in season

8 am - 11 am
12 pm - 3 pm
4 pm - 7 pm

HOME OF THE JUDITH M & THE TORTUGA

ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE UP TO 5 DAYS IN ADVANCE!

Lunch, Dinner, or
Light Fare! 

Enjoy cocktails on
the water while

watching the day’s
catch brought 
to the dock!

We Have
Non-Ethanol

Gas & 
Green Crabs!

19TH ANNUAL
Captain Steve Harman’s

Poor Girls Open
August 16-18

8TH ANNUAL
Flounder Pounder
Sunday, Sept. 9

10 a.m. Bimini Start
at Bahia Marina

Captain’s Meeting 
&

Sign - up 
Sun. 8 - 9:30 a.m.

13TH ANNUAL
Rocktoberfest

24 hr Rockfish Tournament
October 13-14

Sign up that day
Captain’s Meeting 3 p.m.

4 p.m. start

2012 BAHIA TOURNAMENTS 
16TH ANNUAL
Mako Mania

Shark Tournament
June 1-3
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The GalleyThe Galley
by Mama Jock

Welcome back!  I have a lot
of good recipes for Coastal
Fisherman readers this year
and I may even sprinkle in
some side dishes to go along
with the main course.  Hope
you enjoy them!  Don’t forget
to send me your favorite
recipes.  You can email them to
maureenjock@comcast.net.

Mama Jock

Barbecued Tautog Fillets

4 fresh tautog fillets
1 small zucchini, 1 small 

yellow squash and 1 
carrot cut into strips

1 TBSP. fresh ginger, 
minced

1/2 lemon
1 clove garlic, minced
Pepper to taste

Cut 4 squares of foil (16

inches) and fold each in half for
double thickness.  

Mix together the zucchini
through ginger.  

Spread on each square of
foil.  

Top vegetables with the
tautog.  

Evenly sprinkle the lemon
juice, garlic and pepper over
fish.

Fold foil over all and crimp
edges to seal.  

Grill over medium-high
coals for 15 to 20 minutes.

Serves 4.

Flounder Tacos with
Fresh Salsa

1 large tomatillo, rinsed 
and chopped

1 medium tomato, 
chopped

1/2 small red onion, finely 
chopped

Thursday - Pizza Night
Join us for Half Price Pizzas!

~
Fresh Seafood is our Specialty

~
Open Tuesday - Sunday

5 pm
Celebrating 18 Years!

3 TBSP. cilantro, chopped
2 TBSP. lime juice, plus 

lime wedges for 
serving

1/2 jalapeño, minced 
(remove seeds for less 
heat)

Kosher salt
Vegetable oil, for frying
1 1/4 lbs. flounder 

fillets, cut into 1 inch 
pieces

Pepper
1/4 cup flour or cornstarch
8 corn tortillas, warmed
1 cup shredded lettuce

Salsa:
Mix the tomatillo and the

next 5 ingredients in a bowl
and season with salt.

Heat 1/2 inch vegetable oil
in a deep skillet or pot over
medium-high heat.  

Season the fish with 1/2
tsp. salt and 1/4 tsp. pepper,
then toss with the flour in a
bowl.  

Fry the fish in two batches,
turning as needed, until golden
brown and just cooked
through, 3-4 minutes per batch.  

Transfer to paper towel
lined plate to drain; season
with salt.

Fill the tortillas with the
fish, lettuce and salsa.  

Serve the tacos with the
lime wedges.

Serves 4.

Striped Bass with
Avocado Salad

3 TBSP. fresh lime juice, 
divided

3 TBSP. plain Greek yogurt
1 TBSP. water
3/4 tsp. salt, divided
1 avocado, peeled and 

pitted
3 TBSP. extra-virgin olive 

oil, divided
4 striped bass fillets
1/2 tsp. pepper
1 bunch cilantro leaves
2 cups thinly sliced onion
Tabasco, optional

Preheat oven to 400
degrees.

Combine 2 TBSP. lime juice,
yogurt, 1 TBSP. water, 1/4 tsp.
salt and avocado in a small
bowl; mash with fork until

smooth.
Heat a large ovenproof

skillet over high heat.  
Add 1 1/2 TBSP. oil to pan;

swirl to coat.  
Sprinkle fish evenly with

remaining 1/2 tsp. salt and
pepper.  

Add fish to pan, skin side
down, and saute for 2 minutes
or until lightly browned.  

Place pan in oven; cook for
8 minutes or until desired
degree of doneness.

Combine remaining 1 TBSP.
lime juice and remaining 1 1/2
TBSP. olive oil in a medium
bowl, stirring with a wisk.  

Add cilantro and onion;
toss gently to coat.  

Spoon about 3 TBSP.
avocado mixture on each of 4
plates.  

Top each serving with 1
fillet and 1/2 cup salad.  

Serve with Tabasco.
Serves 4.

Pan-Roasted Striper
Amandine

1/2 cup chopped almonds
4 striper fillets
Salt and pepper
2 TBSP. olive oil
1/3 cup amaretto
1/3 cup unsalted butter

In a small nonstick skillet,
heat almonds over medium-
low heat, stirring often, for 3 to
4 minutes or until toasted and
fragrant.

Sprinkle tops of fillets with
salt and pepper.  

Heat a large skillet over
medium-high heat.  

When heated, add fillets,
seasoned side down. Cook for 2
to 3 minutes or until golden
brown; turn fillets and add
almonds.  

Stir in amaretto, scraping
browned bits from bottom of
pan with a wooden spoon.  

Stir in butter.  
Reduce heat to medium-

low and cook for 2 to 3 minutes
longer or until fish flakes easily
with fork.

Place fillets on a serving
platter.  

Season sauce in pan with
additional salt and pepper to
taste and pour over fillets.

Serves 4.
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Ake Marine
12930 Sunset Ave. 

West O.C., MD 21842

410-213-0421
Dock While You Shop!

Fresh Looks From
Aftco, Carpe Diem and More!

2012 WMO TEES IN STOCK

We’ve Got You Covered!
With Paint From

Since 1977

www.AkeMarine.com
Inlet Webcam

Shark Rigs
Chum

Gaffs

Flounder Rigs
Minnows

Gulp!

RODS     REELS     GEAR

Put Some Spring in Your Step 
with New 

Sperry Topsiders!
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DOLPHIN & NATURE TOURS

Scenic Cruise Available with Dinner at the Angler

Capt. Darrell Nottingham • Capt. Chris Mizurak

• Family Fun for a Great Value! 

• Sailing Daily 7:30 a.m. • Group Discounts • Rod & Bait Included 

• Free Parking • Seasonal & Transient Dock Space Available

Captain Bill Bunting’s Angler Restaurant & Marina

312 TALBOT ST., OCEAN CITY (AT THE BAY)

WWW.THEANGLEROC.COM • 410-289-7424

$5 OFF ONE FISHING TRIP
WITH THIS COUPON   EXPIRES 9/2012 

Want to advertise your
Charter business? Call the

Coastal Fisherman at 
410-213-2200 today!

Bailey Tenerovich of Lewes, DE caught her first keeper tautog
while fishing on the charter boat “Lil’ Angler II” with Capt. Brian
Wazlavek at the 14 Foot Light in the Delaware Bay.

SAVE $20.00
Free Hour of Fishing ($12.50 value)
Free Rod and Reel Rental ($5 value)

Free Bait ($2.50 value)
Valid for all adults on all 3 hour trips

Valid 5/1/12 thru 6/10/12

$2.00 OFF
Adults save an additional $2.00 on all 

3 hour trips. 
Valid 5/1/12 thru 6/10/12

9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Three Hours of Fishing for
the Price of Two!

2012 SPRING
SCHEDULE

NO FISHING LICENSE
REQUIRED
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MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 20% OFF WITH 
PREPAID RESERVATIONS FOR GROUPS OF 4 OR MORE

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. MINIMUM 12 HOUR FOR OFFER.

On opening day of flounder season, Jimmy Jarmon of Berlin, MD
captured 3 keeper flounder (1 pictured) during a trip with Capt. John
Prather of “Ocean City Guide Service”.  The fish were caught in the
Thorofare on live minnows and measured between 19 and 22-inches.

27’ Carolina Skiff   Maximum 6 Anglers   LIGHT TACKLE CASTING TRIPS FOR
SPECKLED TROUT • FLOUNDER • ROCKFISH • BLUEFISH • RED DRUM

TAUTOG BOTTOM FISHING TRIPS
FISHING YEAR ROUND OUT OF FRONTIER TOWN • 2 HOUR, 4 HOUR & HALF DAY TRIPS

Now Offering Bow Fishing & Guided Surf Fishing Trips!
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Dick Woodhull from North Port, FL joined Becky, Bob, Robbie
and Daniel Mealey from Framingham, MA for a flounder fishing
trip aboard the charter boat “Get Sum” with Capt. Nick Clemente
and mate Tyler Hasenei and ended up with 4 keepers in the box.  All
of the fish were caught in the Thorofare on pink and chartreuse
Gulp! Alive Swimming Mullets.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing
Center.

In early April, Jason
Cortazzo of Lansdale, PA caught
this 21-inch tautog while fishing
on the charter boat “Lucky
Break” with Capt. Jason
Mumford.  The tog ate a green
crab along the rocks off
Martha’s Landing.

Advertise
Here!

410-213-2200

April 16, 2012April 15, 2012
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On April 20th, Lennie Foxwell and Tim Mulligan, both from
Snow Hill, MD caught these black drum while fishing off of
Assateague Island.  Both fish were fooled with peeler crabs with
Lennie’s fish measuring 30-inches and Tim’s coming in at 27-inches.
Pictured at Buck’s Place.
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In January, John Wittmyer from Crabs-To-Go in Berlin, MD took
a trip to Los Sueños, Costa Rica and released this blue marlin,
estimated at 400 lbs. John also released 5 sailfish, all while fishing
on the “Tuna Bite” with Capt. Howard Lynch, Darren King and
Patrick McCloskey.  The group ended the trip with 2 blue marlin
releases and 10 sailfish releases.

• 28 kt Cruise
• Four Fighting Chairs

• Inshore & Offshore Fishing
• Full Day & Overnight Trips

BOOK YOUR
BLUEFISH AND SHARK TRIPS NOW!

CALL FOR AVAILABLE TOURNAMENT DATES
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Book
More

Charters!
Advertise

Here
410-213-2200

Amanda Morris of Lewes
Harbour Marina muscled in this
50 lb. amberjack that ate a live
pinfish over a wreck in 300 feet
of water south of Cudjoe Key,
FL.  Photo courtesy of Lewes
Harbour Marina.

Docked at Bahia Marina • 22nd St. & Bay

OCEAN CITY, MD
MAY - NOVEMBER

CW CHARTERS
OFFSHORE TROLLING & CHUNKING

Tuna, Dolphin, Wahoo, Marlin
INSHORE FISHING: Sea Bass, Flounder, Tautog
Offshore max 6 people, Inshore max 4 people

BAY & BOTTOM FISHING ON A 
23’ SEAHAWK CC
20% tip for mate customary
All bait & tackle is provided

410-310-4044
www.yellowfinfishingcharters.com 

chuck@cw-transport.com

Other Custom Charters also Available
Call Captain Chuck Woodward
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BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum   25 per person/day

5/22 - 10/11  &  11/1 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
8” minimum

10 per person/day

CROAKER
9” minimum   25 per person/day

BLUE CRAB
5” minimum  

1 bushel/person or 2 bushels/vessel

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
17”  minimum  3 per person/day

4/14 - 12/16

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

3 per person/day or 6 per boat/day

SPECKLED TROUT
14” minimum   10 per person/day

RED DRUM
18” - 27”   1 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28” minimum

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16” minimum

1/1 - 5/15 & 11/1 - 11/16 4 per person
5/16 - 10/31  2 per person
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Kevin Weber of Ocean City, MD took time off from chasing
stripers to partake in a little flounder fishing on opening day and
was rewarded with 3 nice flatties.  The fish were hooked while
trolling near the Assateague Bridge.  Pictured at Ake Marine.

On January 1st, John Murter of Upper Marlboro, MD caught the
first tautog out of Ocean City, landing this 27-incher while fishing
on the head boat “Morning Star” with Capt. Monty Hawkins and
mate Mike Kinder.  The skinny tog, weighing only 12.75 lbs., ate a
green crab at an artificial reef.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing
Center.
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1st Fish of the Year
(As reported to the Coastal Fisherman - must be reported with picture within 48 hours of catch)

None
Reported

None
Reported

2012 2012Species Species2011 2011

June 10, 2011
Stevie Ramsey
“Lady Luck V”

Baltimore Canyon

May 26, 2011
Phil Falgowski

Wilmington
Canyon

April 14, 2011
Capt. Skip Maguire

“Skip’s Charter”
Sinepuxent Bay

May 1, 2011
Alex Levantovsky

“Morning Star”
Artificial Reef

January 1, 2012
Josh Fallon

“Patty Wagon II”
Little Gull

None
Reported

April 20, 2012
Lennie Foxwell

Assateague Island

None
Reported

None
Reported

April 29, 2012
Joseph Cangianelli

“Reel Life”
Baltimore Canyon

April 17, 2011
Tommy Fowler

Thorofare

May 25, 2011
Jimmy Bunting

“B” Buoy

May 7, 2011
Sheldon Thomas
“Kimberly Ann”

Winter Quarter Shoal

April 14, 2012
Aric Gilley

“Martini Time”
Thorofare

January 6, 2011
Mike Grybos

“Morning Star”
Ocean Wreck

January 1, 2012
John Murter

“Morning Star”
Artificial Reef

May 22, 2011
Tyler Sumpter

“Keep ‘Er’ Wet”
Jack Spot

None
Reported

August 21, 2011
Al Rittmeyer
“Dog Haus”

Baltimore Canyon

April 29, 2012
Mike Sears
“Wrangler”

Baltimore Canyon

None
Reported

None
Reported

None
Reported

May 31, 2011
Aaron Saulsbury
“Magic Moment”

Washington Canyon

None
Reported

May 22, 2011
Dave Woods
Lindenkohl

Canyon

May 22, 2011
Daryl Bathelmess

Lindenkohl
Canyon

May 1, 2011
Brett Coakley
“Wrangler”

Washington Canyon

May 29, 2011
Anthony Pino

“Marli”
Rockpile

April 30, 2011
Melson MaGee
Fenwick Surf

For a copy of this page or to report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200

Sea Bass

White Marlin

Blue Marlin

Bluefin Tuna

Yellowfin Tuna

Longfin Tuna

Bigeye Tuna

Dolphin

Wahoo

Tautog

Striped Bass

Weakfish

Flounder

Bluefish

Black Drum

Thresher Shark

Sheepshead

Mako Shark

None
Reported

20122012

June 4, 2011
Paul Gillespie
East Channel

None
Reported

May 1, 2011
Mike Sears
“Wrangler”

Washington Canyon
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 GET SUM - Bay & Inlet Fishing

26’ Custom 
Capt. Nick Clemente

PLAYTIME
35’ Carolina

Capt. Ron Taylor 

BLUE RUNNER
38’ Henriques 

Capt. Steve Reddish

WHY NOT 
45’ Ricky Scarborough

Capt. Wade Lober

SAMURAI I
61’ Hatteras

Capt. Jeremy Blunt

BAY BEE 
Daily Bay Fishing

40’ Custom

FOOLISH PLEASURES 
36’ Topaz 

Capt. Dale Lisi 

BILL$ 4 BILLS 
40’ Ocean Super Sport

Capt. Mike Conner

GAME OVER
58’ Custom Carolina
Capt. Steve Pfeiffer

FISH FINDER
40’ Custom

Capt. Mark Sampson 

TIGHTEN UP
52’ Custom

Capt. Jason Genthner

MOORE BILLS
60’ Buddy Cannady
Capt. Rob Skillman 

MORNING STAR
Year Round Party Boat Fishing

Capt. Monty Hawkins

PLAYMATE
60’ Custom Carolina 

Capt. Jeremy Shandrowski
Capt. Chad Meeks

ALL IN
40’ Jersey Dawn
Capt. Chad Meeks

OCEAN CITY, MD 170 slip marina with pool, bath house, restaurant, dock bar and plenty of free dockside parking

(800) 322-3065 • (410) 213-1121 or visit www.ocfishing.com
Located on Route 50 & Inlet Isle Lane at the foot of the bridge, West OC, Maryland

GAME ON
47’ Buddy Davis

LIVE & FROZEN BAIT - TACKLE - GIFTS - APPAREL

JADE II - 52’ Henriques 
Capt. Ed Kaufman 
Capt. Butch Brooks

Up to 12 Passengers

REEL ADDICTION
48’ Ocean

Capt. Greg Ignash
Capt. Ron Callis

LAST CALL
46’ Post

Capts. Frank & Franky Pettolina

TAIL TO TALE
35’ Bertram

Capts. John & Joel Wadkins

Seasonal & Transient Slips Available

25TH ANNUAL 
Ocean City Tuna Tournament

July 13 – 15, 2012
$500,000 average payout

www.octunatournament.com

11TH ANNUAL 
September 11th Memorial 
Spot Fishing Tournament

September 11, 2012
www.ocfishing.com

Bait & Tackle Shop 
Open Daily

32ND ANNUAL 
Ocean City Shark Tournament

June 14 – 16, 2012
Payout of over $100,000 in 2011

www.ocsharktournament.com

FISH BONZ
42’ Ocean

Capt. Mark Radcliffe 

Marlin • Tuna • Dolphin • Wahoo • Shark • Rockfish • More!
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Clark Koehn from Oley, PA boated this 17 lb. tautog during a trip
aboard the “Miss Shyanne” with Capt. Dave Russell.  The 29-inch
bruiser ate a green crab at a Delaware Bay reef site and was weighed
at Lewes Harbour Marina.

TOP SHELF DEALER

Firearms • We do FFL Transfers
We have ammo for most of your

shooting needs!

AQUA-CLEAR • GULP!
best Prices and Selection in Long Neck

• Live & Frozen Bait • Tackle 
• Rigs • Lures • Hooks 

• Crabbing Supplies • Rods & Reels 
• We Spool all Types of Reels 

• Hunting Supplies
NOW STOCKINg 

g-LOOmIS rODS & APPArEL

H frEE mONTHLY DrAWINg H

OPEN 7 DAYS!
AND rEmEmbEr

WE WILL mATCH ANY LOCAL 
COmPETITOrS ADVErTISED PrICE

Welcome to the Delaware
Fishing report.  I am very sad to
report that right before
Christmas the fishing
community lost Rick Willman,
owner of Rick’s Bait & Tackle in
Long Neck, DE.  Rick also took
time out to write the weekly
Delaware Fishing Report for the
Coastal Fisherman over the last
several years.  Rick was an
absolutely great guy who I
enjoyed seeing each week when I
dropped off the newspaper at his
tackle shop.  He always had a
smile on his face and an upbeat
attitude that I will miss greatly.  I
wish his wife, Deb continued
success in running the tackle
shop.  

Sharks
Joe Morris mentioned that

researcher Dewayne Fox came by
Lewes Harbour Marina to tell of
several big thresher sharks he
and his crew encountered while
netting for sturgeon. He said
over the last week they’ve seen

threshers to over 400 pounds
while working south of Indian
River. Sport sharkers should
hook their first threshers soon.

Flounder
The best flounder bite last

week was in the Lewes Canal,
Roosevelt Inlet and to a lesser
extent, in the Indian River where
only a couple of flatties were
landed before the water cooled
off and shut down the bite.

Joe Morris at Lewes Harbour
Marina reported that Lewes
Canal boaters have been picking
away at flounder, but the
catching hasn’t busted wide open
yet. Young Dylan Churchill 
had a good initiation into the
flounder fishing fraternity by
capturing his first keeper flatties
measuring 18 and 24 inches
while drifting the Canal using a
shiner tipped orange jig on
Saturday. The Broadkill River
also gave up a few flatfish during
the week. Folks at the rails of

Cape Henlopen Pier had some
flounder, but most were shorts.
Using small tandem rigged jigs
tipped with shiners or Gulp! was
an effective presentation. Don’t
forget the annual Lewes Harbour
Canal Flounder Tournament on
Friday, May 18th.

Striped Bass
We are coming up on the

anniversary of the epic striper
bite in the Indian River Inlet that
started around May 1st last year
and continued strong for the next
3 weeks.  Every night, it was all
the fish you wanted with some
very big lunkers thrown in.
Many  anglers said that it was the
best striper bite they had ever
seen.  Nobody quite knew what
caused it.  Some thought it was
the lights from the Indian River
Bridge construction luring
bunker into the inlet.  Who
knows?

Bert Adams at Hook’em &
Cook’em at the Indian River Inlet

reported a good night time
striper bite in the Indian River
Inlet on Wednesday and
Thursday beginning around 1:30
in the morning.  Fish were
weighed between 25 lbs. and 45
lbs.  The bite slacked off on
Friday night, and Saturday night
produced only a decent bite at
the end of the Indian River Jetty.
There were also a couple of
linesiders caught during the day
in the Inlet.  Most successful
anglers are tossing swim shad
lures and long-leadered flies.
Colors of choice for the swim
shads were chartreuse, bunker
and sea trout.

According to Bert, stripers
were also caught from the surf in
North Ocean City up to 3R’s
Road in southern Delaware.
Most are being caught on cut
bunker. 

Bill at Bill’s Sport Shop said
that he really didn’t see much
striper activity in the southern
end of the Delaware Bay with
most reports coming in about fish
still being caught further north in
the Bay.

Joe Morris at Lewes Harbour
Marina said that surfcasters came
across the occasional striper at
Herring Point. Dave McGirk
stopped by with an 18 lb.
linesider that grabbed a chunk of
bunker in the suds. On Sunday,
Steve Fisher beached a 19.5 lb.
rockfish and Jamie Kosiek landed
a 22.1 pounder while soaking
bunker at Cape Henlopen. Roger
Guderian got a 13 lb. striped bass
from Broadkill Beach with a
bloodworm. Schools of stripers
made appearances in the Indian
River Inlet. Guys tossing
Bombers, MirrOLures, and Storm
Shads from the jetties at night
connected with good sized bass.

Bluefish
Although there was a decent

bluefish bite in the Indian River
Inlet in March, we really haven’t
seen many choppers since.  A few
have been caught by anglers off
the beach, but really nothing to
crow about and some were
caught in the Inlet on Sunday
morning.  Coming off a very poor
fall/winter run, anglers are
starting to wonder what
happened to the choppers we’ve
religiously seen off our coast
every year.

Tautog
Inshore anglers have had

good luck catching tautog on
ocean wrecks and reefs.  Green
and white crab have been doing
the trick.  In the Delaware Bay,

Delaware Fishing ReportDelaware Fishing Report
by Larry Jock
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• DE Fishing Licenses • Anchors & Mooring  
• Electrical Equipment

• Topside and Bottom Paint
• Life Jackets • Bilge Pumps

• Stainless Hardware • Wax/Cleaners
• SPECIAL ORDERS OVERNIGHT

302-539-0555
410-250-0555

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

D
E

M
D

13 Atlantic Ave (Rt. 26) • Ocean View, Delaware

NO SALES TAX!

Irv Mumford
1924 - 2012

Bill’s Sport Shop reports that the
Outer Wall produced good
catches with fish averaging in the
6 lb. range, with the largest
reportedly tipping the scale at 9.4
lbs.  Anglers tossing bucktails
tipped with green crab had the
best results.

Joe Morris at Lewes Harbour
Marina said tog fishing was
decent on days when the wind
didn’t blow and the water was
clean. On Wednesday, the crew
aboard “Katy Did” had a nice
catch. It was topped off by a pair
of bruiser blackfish weighing
9.41 and 9.62 pounds that Chris
Van hooked on two consecutive
drops. Tautog sharpie Alex
Levantovsky landed a 12.4
pound lunker on the “Grizzly”.
Bert Long checked in a 7.63
pound tog he took off the Inner
Wall on Saturday. Some first time
toggers brought in good fish over
the weekend. Anna Neely nailed
a 9.5 pounder on the “Katy Did”
Saturday. Justin Martin muscled
in a 7.5 pounder at the Ice
Breakers. Bay water cleaned up
and conditions were much better
Sunday. Toggers along the Outer
Wall had a good bite. Captain
Pete on “Top Fin” told of fast
action, returning with a limit of

nice tautog. Anglers aboard
“Katy Did” limited out as well.
Their boxful included five
citations. Sam Scott scored a 9.15
pounder. Bob Murphy managed
a 9.07 pound white chin. Bill
Wiest wound in a 7.55 pounder.
Steve Kiibler caught a 7.4, and
Ben Strahl stuck a 7.24 pound
tautog. Tog should cooperate
through the end of the spring
season.

Black Drum & Weakfish
A few black drum have been

caught from surfcasters tossing
from the beach in northern Ocean
City up to 3R’s Road.  Sand fleas
have done the trick.  

Joe Morris reported that
commercial netters continue to
report increasing numbers of
black drum and weakfish in
Delaware Bay.  The sea trout have
been of varied sizes, indicative of
more than one-year class, which
seems encouraging. Hook and
line catches of both trout and
drum should pick up soon. Joe
said the store will carry surf
clams for drum, but he suggests
reserving baits early in the week.
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BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum   25 per person/day

5/22 - 10/11  &  11/1 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

CROAKER
8” minimum   No creel limit

BLUE CRAB
5” minimum

1 bushel/person

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
18”  minimum  4 per person/day

1/1 - 10/23
10/24 - 12/31 CLOSED

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum

3 per person/day

SPECKLED TROUT
12” minimum   No creel limit

RED DRUM
20” - 27” minimum  5 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28” except only 20” - 26” 7/1 - 8/31 in

DE River, DE Bay & Tribs
2 per person except catch & release

on spawning grounds 4/1 - 5/31

TAUTOG
16” minimum

4/1 - 5/11 3 per person/day
5/12 - 7/16 CLOSED

Michelle Berezansky captured a pair of 20-inch flounder while
drifting minnows in the Lewes Canal.

The first mako shark caught this year came at the hands of
Joseph Cangianelli while fishing on the “Reel Life” with Capt. Phil
Williams.  The 96.2 lb. mako was landed on Sunday, April 29th deep
between the Baltimore and Poor Man’s Canyons in 62-degree water.
Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em.



www.coastalfisherman.net May 2, 2012  Coastal Fisherman  Page 37

LARGE SELECTION OF FISHING CLOTHING FOR ADULTS & KIDS
Hats - Boots - Rain Gear - Footwear Shorts & Tees

Calcutta, Guy Harvey, G. Loomis, Pelagic, St. Croix, Aftco

SUNGLASSES
Calcutta, Costa Del Mar

VEHICLE ROD HOLDERS AND PIER & SURF CARTS
Clamming & Crabbing Supplies, Coolers, Fillet Knives, Landing Nets,

Gaffs, Line, Hooks, Rigs, Tackle Boxes, Charts & more!

Get ready for Bill’s Sport Shop Flounder Tournament

May 11 through June 8, 2012
Visit www.BillsSportShop.com for an entry form or stop in!

Chuck Wenzel of West
Ocean City, MD landed this
19.5-inch flounder in the
Thorofare while fishing on the
“Martini Time” with Aric
Gilley.  Chuck caught the flattie
on a chartreuse Gulp! Alive
Swimming Mullet.  Pictured at
the Ocean City Fishing Center.

Ashley Beardsley of Long
Neck, DE captured this 35-inch
striper while fishing with
bloodworms in the Nanticoke
River.
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Ship To ShoreShip To Shore
by Pat Schrawder      

NEW FOR 2012

You know the old saying,
”Good things come in small
packages”. That’s how I feel
about one of the great new
products for this year from
ACR. It is their ResQLink 2880
and 2881 PLB  (Personal
Locator Beacon).

I have covered EPIRB unit
technology previously but, for
those of you who may have
missed it, the field of
emergency locator beacons is
one that has saved many lives
of boaters over the years since
its invention. These beacons
now come in a variety of sizes
and features, but they all work
on the same principle. Once
activated, either manually or
automatically, your locator
beacon sends a signal to
COSPAS satellites with a
unique identifier number for

your unit. That emergency
signal, along with the personal
information provided when
you register your unit and your
current location is sent to local
“Search And Rescue” teams.

What is exciting this year is
that these locator beacons are
now available in much smaller
sizes and lower prices, making

them available to almost any
boater. The ACR ResQLink 2881
unit weighs  5.4 oz and
measures 1.6” x 1.9” x 4.5”.
According to ACR, it is the
smallest buoyant PLB on the
market. It contains its own GPS
receiver for exact positioning
within 100 meters or less and
the 406 mHz and 121.5 mHz
signals should have contact
with “Search and Rescue”
within 5 minutes. It is simple to
operate. You just swing open
the antenna and press the “on”
button. The 2881 model floats,
has an LED strobe, will transmit
for 30 hours and has a battery
life of 5 years unless deployed
in an emergency. It comes with
a strap to attach the unit to your
arm or other area. Remember,
that “Search And Rescue” is
looking for the signal where the
PLB is located. If you want it to
find YOU, then make sure you
have the PLB attached to your
body.

Another great feature of this
unit and others is their website
(www.406Link.com).  For
$39.95 per year, you can register
your unit with ACR and send
“I’m OK” messaging. With this

optional service, you perform
the normal self test on the PLB
but, when you do, the signal is
received by the 406Link
antennas and processed
through the Internet to send an
email or SMS text message to a
cell phone confirming that the
unit is operating properly. A
total of 420 such messages can
be sent over the 5-year life span
of the unit. For an additional
$20, you can sign up for the
Plus service that will send that
message to up to 5 contacts,
along with a GPS location and a
link to GPS mapping showing
the satellite image of your
location.

The list price for the original
model is $325 and $360 for the
enhanced model that floats.
This is well worth its price
especially when you consider
its small size and the fact that
you can also use it when you
are hiking, skiing or just
traveling in your car. 

Pat and her husband, Larry are
owners of L&L Marine Electronics
on Golf Course Road in West
Ocean City, MD.

rab C Alley
410-213-7800 • 9703 Golf Course Road

W. OC Head of Commercial Fishing Harbor • www.craballey.com

OPEN DAILY AT 11 A.M.
Full Menu Available • Indoor Or Outdoor Seating • Groups Or Parties Welcome

• Plenty Of Parking • Waterview Dining Available • Upstairs Bar & Deck

Seafood & Crab House

Monday - Special Half-Price Menu
Crab Cake (1) $19.95 $9.98
Chicken Breast/Half Rack of Ribs $19.95 $9.98
Shrimp Dinner (Fried or Broiled) $21.95 $10.98
Flounder Dinner $20.95 $10.48
Mako Dinner $24.95 $12.48
Crab Imperial Dinner $25.95 $12.98

All Entrees Served With Choice of Baked Potato Or Fresh Vegetable Of The Day

Tuesday
Free Soup Or Appetizer

With The Purchase Of Dinner Entree

Wednesday
Buy One Entree, Get Second Entree Half Off

Of Equal Or Lesser Value

Thursday Steamer Night
Your Favorite Seafood Items At A Steaming Hot Price

Friday, Saturday & Sunday WEEKEND CELEBRATION
Complete 4-Course Dinner For Two Only $55.95

Sunday YOUR CHOICE Of Any Soup & Sandwich For $13.95
Soups: Cream of Crab, Maryland Crab Or Oyster Stew

Sandwiches: Crab Cake, Grilled Tuna Steak, Turkey Breast, Fried Oyster, Grilled
Chicken Breast, Shrimp Salad, Fried Softshell, Fried Flounder or Cheeseburger

Big FAT Local Crabs Available By The Half
Dozen, Full Dozen or All-You-Can-Enjoy Feasts
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Chum LinesChum Lines
by Capt. Mark Sampson     
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Whether you’re a captain, a
fishing guide or just someone
with a boat who occasionally
takes friends or family out
fishing, you’ve probably come
to realize that the fishing skills
of those who go out with you
can greatly affect the amount of
fish that are caught throughout
the day. While it’s often said
that “a carpenter is only as
good as his tools,” I think it’s
also fair to say that a really
good carpenter can make-do
with lousy tools and still
produce fine work. In the same
respect, really good fishermen
can produce fish even when the
anglers they have to work with
are lacking in fishing skills
themselves.

So often we hear accounts
of folks who go out fishing for
their very first time and land
some giant blue marlin, tuna or
other monster-size fish.
Though the media will often
headline such stories as
“beginners luck,” and those
who don’t know a lot about
fishing will pass it off as just
happenstance that someone
with no fishing skills was able
to land such a prize, the full
story usually reveals that
somewhere in the process there
was an experienced angler

involved who helped set the
stage so that his friend or client
could hook and land such a
fish. This is not to suggest that
the beginner angler might not
have hooked, fought and
landed the fish by following
normal fishing ethics and
standards. The catch can be
100-percent legitimate and the
angler deserving of all due
credit. However, somewhere in
the background there probably
stands another fisherman, a
captain, guide, or friend who
deserves just as much
recognition for the catch,
because if it weren’t for them
the fish would never have been
landed.

Just like a carpenter who
might have really sharp and
precise power tools to work
with one day and nothing but a
hatchet to do the same job with
the next, from my own charter
business I’ve come to know
that whenever I take people out
fishing there will be days when
I have clients aboard who have
fishing skills that really help to
make my day easy and other
times when every catch is a
struggle. But I don’t complain
about the skills of my clients
because if everyone were an
expert angler then there would

be little request for those in my
occupation. My clients are the
tools I have to work with each
day, and if I’m a good enough
fisherman we should be able to
pull off a decent catch even
when my tools aren’t very
sharp.

It’s all a matter of
capitalizing on the strengths
and working around the
weaknesses of each angler. Say
for instance you’re offshore
trolling with a man, his wife
and a couple young kids. If the
goal is to have everyone in the
group catch fish then it might
not be prudent to target strictly
blue marlin and bigeye tuna on
heavy tackle because the kids
and possibly the wife won’t be
able to handle the physical
demands of such a fight. A
trolling spread that includes a
couple heavy rods rigged for
the big fish (for dad) along with
some lighter tackle with
smaller baits intended for
dolphin, bonito and white
marlin for the rest of the family
might be just the ticket for
providing that group with the
kind of action they can both
handle and enjoy.

Sometimes an angler’s skill
level is not apparent until
they’re actually put to the task
of working a big fish to the
boat. Those with experience
can make it look easy; lift the
rod – crank it down – lift the
rod – crank it down, and don’t
crank if the fish is taking line.
That’s the way it’s supposed to
be done, but during the heat of
the battle not everyone can get
that rhythm no matter how
much you coach them, and
that’s were a good captain can
make up for lousy angler skills.
By turning the boat so that the
fish is always behind it and
then slowly moving ahead just
fast enough to keep tension on
the line, all the angler has to do
is concentrate on cranking the
reel. If the angler gets tired, the
captain might be able to slowly
back down on the fish to help
them regain line without so
much physical work.

Poor casting ability is
another aspect of fishing that
can be a real challenge for a
guide to overcome. But, where
there’s a will there’s a way!
I’ve spent a lot of time taking

people out to cast lures for
bluefish and stripers in our
inlet and back bay waters and
for other fish down in Florida.
Many times the fish will be
holding in a specific location
making lure placement crucial
to getting a bite and sloppy
casting just won’t cut it. On
such occasions when the
“tools” I have aboard for
making those casts (i.e. my
clients) can’t make it happen,
I’ve often anchored the 
boat up-current and put
floating/diving plugs on their
lines so that they can just drift
their lures back to where the
fish are laid up and then crank
them back into the current and
through the strike-zone. We’ve
done the same thing when
using jigs and even bait by
adding a small float to the line
so that the offering can be
floated instead of cast to the
fish. 

Boat positioning is most
critical when working with fly-
fishermen to ensure that the
fish are within the effective
range of each angler, the vessel
is angled such that back-casts
won’t come back and foul on
the boat, the wind is at the
fisherman’s back whenever
possible and current will allow
the flies to find their way into
the strike zone. Whether using
fly or conventional tackle, good
casting always makes life easier
for the guy running the boat.
But when necessary, an
experienced captain will use
creative tactics to make up for
angling deficiencies by his
crew.

It’s easy for someone to pin
the blame for a poor catch on
the lack of skill of the people
they took out with them. But
just as a great carpenter can
build a beautiful home with
little more than a handsaw and
a hammer, the mark of a great
fisherman might be that he’s
able to pull off a decent catch
no matter what “tools” he has
to work with.

Captain Mark Sampson is an
outdoor writer and captain of the
charter boat “Fish Finder”, docked
at the Ocean City Fishing Center. 



www.coastalfisherman.net May 2, 2012  Coastal Fisherman  Page 41

Rob Gearhart from Montgomery, PA was fishing off of the
Indian River Inlet Jetty on April 21st when he hooked into this 42-
inch, 32 lb. striper.  Rob weighed his catch at Rattle & Reel Sporting
Center.
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Heaviest Fish of the Year
(As reported to the Coastal Fisherman - ties go to first fish reported)

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

Ocean City Ocean CitySpecies SpeciesDelaware Delaware

No
Weights
Reported

April 21, 2012
Rob Gearhart

Indian River Inlet
32 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

February 10, 2012
John Rogowitz

Little Gull
41 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

April 14, 2012
John Brockmeyer

Behind OC Airport
8 lbs. 4 oz.

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

April 21, 2012
Clark Koehn

Delaware Bay Reef
17 lbs.

January 11, 2012
Charlie Donohue
“Morning Star”

23 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

April 29, 2012
Joseph Cangianelli
Baltimore Canyon

96.2 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Sea Bass Mako Shark

Thresher Shark

Cobia

Tautog

Striped Bass

Weakfish

Speckled Trout

Flounder

Bluefish

Sheepshead

2012 2012

No
Weights
Reported

Bluefin Tuna April 29, 2012
Mike Sears

Baltimore Canyon
70 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

Yellowfin Tuna

Longfin Tuna

Bigeye Tuna

Dolphin

Wahoo

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

White Marlin

None
Reported

None
Reported

For a copy of this page or to report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200

Most Releases in One Day

No
Weights
Reported
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Tautog sniper Alex Levantovsky of Philadelphia, PA captured
this 16.25 lb. tautog on a rock crab at an ocean reef back in January.
Alex was fishing on the head boat “Morning Star” with Capt. Monty
Hawkins and mate Mike Kinder.

This past winter saw a tremendous striper bite and Jesse Baird
was there to capitalize on it, landing this 31 lb. 13 oz. linesider at
Overfalls Shoal in the Delaware Bay.  Jesse caught the fish on a
bucktail and weighed his catch at Bill’s Sport Shop.
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BLUEFIN TUNA
(Recreational)

1 BFT per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 73” CFL

(CHARTER BOAT)
1 BFT per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL

PLUS
1 BFT per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73” CFL

All vessels allowed 1 BFT over
73” per year

For allowed species other
than Atlantic sharpnose and

bonnetthead sharks, anglers are
allowed to keep one shark per

vessel, per trip with a minimum
size of 54 inches fork length.  

BLUE MARLIN
99” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

DOLPHIN
No minimum length
10 per person/day

WHITE MARLIN
66” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

3 per person/day

BLUE SHARK

SHORT FIN MAKO SHARK

THRESHER SHARK

WAHOO
No minimum length

2 per person/day

SWORDFISH
47” Lower Jaw Fork Length
1 per person / 4 per vessel

Charter Boats - 1 per customer

BIGEYE TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

No creel limit

Monday thru Friday: 4 - 7pm
DRINK SPECIALS

$2 Domestic Beer • $2 Rail Drinks (+ $1 for OJ or Grapefruit)
$5.50 Original Orange Crushes

1 lb. Buffalo Wings • 1/2 lb. Steamed Shrimp • 2 dz. Steamed Clams • Bowl o’ Steamed Mussels
Voted Best Burger by the MD Beverage Journal

WATERFRONT DINING
Full Menu 11:00 am ‘til 1:30 am Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials  

Homemade Soups • Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Seafood • Steaks • Pasta

BEGINNING MONDAY, MAY 7
MONDAY Dock Party w/Blake Haley   4-8 • DJ Billy T   9-1 
TUESDAY DJ Rupe   9-1 
WEDNESDAY The Stims or John LaMere   9-1 
THURSDAY Opposite Directions   9-1 
FRIDAY DJ Billy T - Red Solo Cup Night   9-1
SATURDAY Simple Truth   2-6 • DJ Jeremy   9-1
SUNDAY  Opposite Directions   2-6 • DJ Bigler or  DJ BK   9-1

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
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Back in February, Billy Gee took advantage of an excellent
striper bite, landing this 45 incher while trolling parachute rigs off
of Sea Colony on the “Little Ebb”.

This group of anglers on the “57 Chins” had a fantastic winter
striper season, catching fish from the Indian River Inlet down to
Winter Quarter Shoal.  On this day at the end of January, they caught
their limit while trolling mojos, Tsnumai tandems and The King’s
secret lure inside the Sliver.  Pictured are Joe Hurley, Bo Smeltzer,
Collin Hurley, Charlie Sitskorn, and Kevin Baggett.  Not pictured is
the leader of this motley crew, Pat Hurley.  Collin boated the largest
striper this day, measuring 45-inches.

In early February, Ken Yuen was fishing with Capt. Chris
Mizurak of the “Angler” when he captured this 10 lb. 8 oz. tautog
while fishing with green crabs at an ocean wreck.

ALL NEW GULP!
PRODUCTS ARE IN
Start off the 2012 flounder

season with a bang!

We have Fresh Bunker for Surf Fishermen!

Shark Season is Almost Here!

“Monster Mash Chum”
Catch all the monsters...  It’s the best chum on the beach!

Katelyn Wingate of Fenwick, DE caught this 19.5-inch flounder
in the Indian River back in March.  It appears that pink is Katelyn’s
favorite color so it comes as no surprise that she fooled the flattie
with a pink and white Gulp! Fluke Killer.  Katelyn was fishing with
her dad, Don Wingate.



Virginia Fishing ReportVirginia Fishing Report
Dr. Julie Ball
I.G.F.A Representative
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Charlie Sitskorn of West Ocean City, MD wasn’t known as the
“Whiffmeister General” on this day when he ventured south to the
Chesapeake Bay and was rewarded with a 48-inch, 50 lb. striped
bass.  Charlie was fishing by himself when he hooked the big fish
while drifting a live eel below the Cement Ships in late December.

In spite of the dominant
breezy conditions keeping
anglers close to shore again
last week, the saltwater spring
procession is well on its way.
Once angers can get outside of
the inlets, the fish will be
ready and willing. 

The first species on most
anglers’ list is still red drum.
Some days are better than
others, but a few good days,
with some boats releasing
more than a dozen big reds, is
evidence that the bite is on the
rise. As we transition closer to
the full moon, the bite will
continue to improve along the
breakers and turbulent
shallow water of the barrier
islands on the Eastern Shore.
Most are targeting these fish
off Smith and Fisherman
Islands, but the catches are
spread out, with fish biting
close to the beaches in 3-feet of
water, to well outside the
inlets in up to 10-feet of water.
Red drum are a local favorite
due to their fierce strike and
challenging fight, with some
fish pushing up to around 60-
pounds. 

Black drum hook-ups are
also on the rise. Although
most of the fish are on the

within the Inlet where fish to
around 5-pounds have been
responding near the Great
Neck Road Bridge and the
Lesner Bridges lately. 

Croaker continue to bite in
various areas in the Bay,
especially near Willoughby,
Ocean View and off the Little
Creek Jetties. The folks at the
Ocean View Fishing Pier
report good catches of croaker
mostly in the evenings and at
night, with anglers filling up
buckets with fish measuring
up to 14-inches. The biggest
hardheads are still coming
from the lower Bay rivers. Big
round head, blow toads, and
scattered flounder catches are
adding some variety from the
pier where anglers are
enticing the most strikes with
bloodworms.

The folks at Ocean’s East 2
report that speckled trout are
still around but folks are
mostly turning to other
activities. A few specks are still
coming from the lower Bay
inlets and the Elizabeth River
along with some nice puppy
drum pushing to 30-inches.
Snapper and tailor bluefish
were all over the lower Bay,
especially within the inlets
and around the HRBT last
week. Anglers are also finding
some decent gray trout and
schoolie stripers mixed in with
the blues at the HRBT while
using Gotcha plugs. 

A few medium-sized
sheepshead are also becoming
active on some lower Bay
structures. 

The coastal and Bay trophy
striped bass seasons opened
May 1st with one fish per
person at 32-inches or larger,
but most anglers will be more
interested in drum and
flounder.

A few boats reported  good
catches of blueline tilefish
ranging to 12-pounds, nice
black bellied rosefish and a
few wreckfish on a recent
deep dropping trip to the
Canyon. Although the dogfish
are still around, they are
beginning to thin out. 

For more information, go
to www.drjball.com.

smallish side, some larger
blacks are starting to show
more activity. The largest fish
are still coming from up the
shore near Quinby and
Machipongo, but scattered
catches are coming from the
Fisherman Island surf.
Anglers have a good chance of

catching both red and black
drum in the same areas,
especially if both clams and
crabs are offered. May is
usually a good month for
blacks, and Chris’ Bait and
Tackle’s Black Drum
Tournament runs for the entire
month of May.

The flounder bite was still
hit and miss last week, but
scattered keepers are
rewarding those who put in
their time, especially in the
Eastern Shore seaside inlets,
Oyster, Magothy Bay and Back
River Reef. Around the lower
Bay, folks are finding the best
luck drifting with cut bait and
gudgeons around the 1st and
2nd islands of the Bay Bridge
Tunnel, the ODU Reef and off
the concrete ships. Scattered
keepers are available in the
Rudee Inlet and decent flatties
averaging around 22-inches
are coming from the
Lynnhaven River. A few
bigger fish pushing up to 5-
pounds are also in the mix

H H Trailer & Boat Storage by the Day, Week, Month or Season H H

Harbor Marine, Inc. 410-213-2296

CELEBRATING OUR 
35TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY

www.harbormarineoc.com

*Terms and Conditions Apply. See your dealer or full promotional details.

CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR REBUILT ENGINES

TOP TEN REASONS TO REPOWER WITH EVINRUDE
#1 MORE TIME ON THE WATER
#2 LESS WEIGHT
#3 HIGH TORQUE
#4 LOWER EMISSIONS
#5 LESS NOISE

#6 RELIABLE STARTING
#7 PEACE OF MIND
#8 LOWEST OPERATING COSTS
#9 LOW MAINTENANCE
#10 LESS FUEL

Pontoon Boats rigged 
with Evinrude E-Tec 

or Yamaha Outboards
Rigged and Ready for Delivery

Stop In Today!

22’ SunchaserQUALIFIED BUYERS RECEIVE

OR

AS LOW AS BRP EXTENDED

FINANCING* LIMITED WARRANTY*
3.9% 6-YEAR
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Dave Beach of Ocean City, MD caught this 17.5-inch tautog on a
green crab while fishing off the 3rd Street Bulkhead during the
outgoing tide in mid-April.  Pictured at Oyster Bay Tackle.

Sue Foster, owner of Oyster Bay Tackle and Fenwick Tackle,
took some time off this past winter to go fishing out of Long Key, FL.
On this day she caught a beautiful speckled trout while casting a
lead head tipped with a Gulp! Swimming Mullet.

Corner of Rt. 611 & Assateague Road (443) 513-4661

• Rods & Reels For Assateague Island Fishing 
• Cold Beer &  Wine • Gas • Bait & Tackle • T-Shirts

• Propane Tanks & Motor Homes Filled • Camping Supplies • Beach Goods 
• Official Weigh Station • Bloodworms, fresh bunker and fresh clams

BAR & 
RESTAURANT

OPEN with 
daily specials!

DELI OPEN
Carry Out 
or Eat In!

Over the winter, Ashley Farren boated this 23.6 lb. striped bass
while trolling Stretch 25’s at Overfall Shoals.  Ashley was fishing on
the “Scuba Doo” with Capt. Dave Potter.  Pictured at Lewes Harbour
Marina.
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Sponsored By: Diamond - Odyssey Battery, Rick Bogert, Under Armour
Platinum - ZF Marine

Gold - Viking Yachts, Miller Lite, Clarion, Costa Del Mar, Sunset Marina, Yamaha
Silver - Spencer Yachts, Seven Seas, Penn, Big Game Fishing Journal, Seacrets, BB&T, 

Satcom, Alltackle.com, The Hogans Agency, Inc., CanyonGear
Bronze - Baitmasters of South Florida, Steen Homes, Phillips Seafood Restaurants,

Big Fish Wholesale Seafood Company, Strike Point Tackle, Marks Marine Insurance, Jersey Marine,
Grand Slam Tackle, Jupiter Billfish Tournament

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum   25 per person/day

5/22 - 10/11  &  11/1 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

CROAKER
No limit

BLUE CRAB
5” minimum

1 bushel/person

WEAKFISH
12” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No minimum size  4 per person/day

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5”  minimum  
4 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum

1 per person/day

SPECKLED TROUT
14” minimum

4/1 - 11/30  10 per person/day
12/1 - 3/31 5 per person/day (1 > 24”)

RED DRUM
18” - 26”   3 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
32”  1 per person 5/1 - 5/15

28”  2 per person 5/16 - 12/31

TAUTOG
16” minimum 

3 per person/day  
4/16 - 9/23
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Mike Meszaros caught this pair of cod during a trip aboard the
head boat “Morning Star” with Capt. Monty Hawkins and mate
Mike Kinder.  The largest fish weighed 9 lbs. and was caught at an
artificial reef on a green crab.

Bring this Coupon 
In For

$1.00
OFF
ANY SERVICE

exp. 5/30/2012

Home of the 
“Coastal Fisherman 

Flat Top”!
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Shane Townsend ventured down to Wachapreague, VA to do a
little flounder fishing and returned with this 6 lb. 10 oz. flattie
caught while drifting live minnows.  Weighed at Lewes Harbour
Marina.

LARGE LOT FOR SALE • OLD BRIDGE ROAD

Build your dream home on this West Ocean City residential
lot. Suitable for single family or multi-family home. 
Convenient to shopping, schools, restaurants and the public
boat ramp in WOC. No homeowner’s fees. Call 410-603-4300
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Tackle ShopTackle Shop
by Larry Jock

The Boomerang Tool
Company out of Los Altos, CA
has come up with a line of
fishing tools that share one
common characteristic.  They
all have retractable lanyards.
How many times have you

searched for a snip, a knife or a
pair of pliers when you needed
them?  Here are products that
you can attach to your boat or
your clothing and have them
available when you need them.
No more searching.

The Boomerang Snip was
the first of their products I

stumbled upon while in a local
tackle shop.  I was very
impressed with the retractable
stainless steel blades and tested
them out on braided line, which
they cut with ease.  The Snip
comes either with or without an
LED light, which would
definitely come in handy while
fishing in low light conditions.

The Snip retails for $11.95
without the LED light and
$14.95 with the light.  

After contacting the
Boomerang Tool Company, I
got a hold of their Big Catch
Pliers, which I like as much as
The Snip.

The pliers also have a
retractable, kevlar lanyard, but
more importantly, have
replaceable carbide cutters that
easily cut monofilament and
braided lines.  The blades can be
replaced with an allen wrench

and cost $8.95.
The heavy duty, spring-

loaded handles are covered
with slip-resistant grips that
feel good in your hand and
really allow you to get a solid
hold on whatever you are
handling.

Although the company
doesn’t promote them as
replaceable, the stainless steel
jaw ends can also be replaced
with an allen wrench.  The ends
are shaped more like needle
nose pliers and would easily
remove a hook imbedded in a
fish’s throat.

The pliers also have a quick
release lanyard brake that
prevents the lanyard from
retracting. 

The pliers have an MSRP of
$19.95, more than reasonable

for such a good pair of pliers.
They are definitely worth the
money.

The company also produces
a Swift Cut Knife with a 3-inch
stainless steel lockblade that can
be opened with only one hand.
The blade features a blunt end
to prevent punctures, a 2-inch
fine edge and a 1-inch serrated
edge.  You will want to
sharpened the blade before you
use it since it doesn’t come with
the sharpest of edges.

Like the pliers, the knife
handle is made of slip-resistant
material and the kevlar lanyard
is locked until released with a
quick release cable break.

The knife also come with a
carrying pouch and retails for a
pricey $26.95.  

Interested 
in listing your 
Charter Boat 

on our website? 
Call 

410-213-2200 
today!
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RT113BoatSales.com   302-436-1737
Directly across the street from 84 Lumber on Route 113 just north of the MD line in Tax-Free Delaware

2012 - 250 CC with Twin F150 Yamaha 4-Strokes
Nicely equipped Boat, Motor and Trailer package.   *with 20% down 240 months, 5.0% score 760 & up.

“No One Beats My Deals - No One Anywhere”
2012 -  230 CC
with F250 Yamaha

4-Stroke

$339 Monthly*

Nicely equipped Boat, Motor and Trailer package.
*with 20% down 180 months, 5.25% score 760 & up.

4 to choose from

Nicely equipped Boat, Motor and Trailer package.
*with 20% down 180 months, 5.25% score 760 & up.

2012 -  216 CC
with F150 Yamaha

4-Stroke

$256 Monthly*

5 to choose from

Nicely equipped Boat, Motor and Trailer package.
*with 20% down 180 months, 5.25% score 760 & up.

Nicely equipped Boat, Motor and Trailer package.
*with 20% down 180 months, 5.25% score 760 & up.

$171 Monthly*

3 to choose from

2012 -  196 CC
with F115 Yamaha

4-Stroke

2012 -  180 CC
with F90 Yamaha

4-Stroke

$153 Monthly*

3 to choose from

Spring Start

Bottom Paint

Offer Valid through May 31st, 2012

$25.00 Off

Summer
Trailer

Storage

Offer valid for seasonal storage

Up to 25’ Spring/Summer 2012

$75.00
$5.00 Off

Each Gallon of Yamalube Oils,

2 or 4 stroke with a limit of 4.
Offer valid Spring/Summer 2012

Boat

Insurance

Claims

Call Us First.

• Marine Service

• Fiberglass

Repairs

• Transportation
All makes and models

Certified Techs on Staff

Buy and Register
Your Boat Tax Free

in Delaware!
See Store for

Details
RT113BoatSales.com

3 to choose from$353 Monthly*

Viktor Tsvetanov, in pursuit of “Top Fisherman” honors at
Mancini’s Italian Restaurant in Fenwick, DE, landed this 28-inch
striper while tossing a bucktail into the bay behind Ocean City.
Owner Gabby Mancini can definitely feel Viktor breathing down
his neck for the coveted award.

On the opening day of Maryland’s flounder season, Mike Tuel
and Chris Tilghman of Ocean City, MD caught 4 keeper flatties
while fishing in the Thorofare and the flats north of the Thorofare.
One flounder was caught on a shiner while the other 3 were caught
on bucktails tipped with live minnows.  The fish measured between
17.5 inches and 19-inches.

Mike Acito from Midland Park, NJ and Dae Kim of Timonium,
MD each caught a pair of big tautog while fishing on the head boat
“Morning Star” with Capt. Monty Hawkins and mates Mike Kinder
and Rich Silvani.  Mike’s largest measured 28-inches and Dae’s came
in at 26.5-inches.  All were caught on white crabs.  Pictured at the
Ocean City Fishing Center.



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 54  Coastal Fisherman  May 2, 2012

CATCH A POACHER
“Poaching” deprives the public of the opportunity to use and enjoy

Maryland’s natural resources.  Preserving our natural resources for our
present and future enjoyment is everyone’s responsibility.

IT’S ILLEGAL
• Taking sportfish or game out of season • Taking of banned

sportfish or non-game wildlife • Exceeding creel or bag limits (legal
quantity in possession) • Taking game or sportfish with illegal methods
or equipment • Taking fish outside of established hours

REWARD
Citizens who supply the Natural Resources Police with information

leading to the arrest and conviction of a violator will receive cash
rewards.  Be specific in the description of individuals.  When possible,
give name, addresses and vehicle descriptions.  The anonymity of the
information/caller is guaranteed.

REPORT A POACHER
Call Toll-Free: 800-635-6124

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Catch-A-Poacher Program

Tawes State Office Building, Annapolis, MD

On behalf of my colleagues
at Maryland Department of
Natural Resources Fisheries
Service, welcome to another
highly anticipated fishing
season on Maryland’s Atlantic
coast.  Our biologists have
been busy for the past couple
of months stocking trout in
inland waters and in the
Chesapeake Bay  with  the
monitoring of anadromous
fish spawning and our
hatchery operations. Now,
with the arrival of May,
attention turns to Maryland’s
coast. The Maryland DNR has
an entire team that works on
our coastal fishery resources.
Anglers wishing to obtain the
latest information on fisheries
management at the Maryland
DNR can access that
information through a variety
of means, including:

• Subscribing to email
updates on tidal, recreational
fishing information at
http://dnr.maryland.gov/fish
eries/emailcontact.asp

• Like us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/
MDDNRFisheriesService

• Follow us on Twitter  at
http://twitter.com/#!/mddnr
fish

• On the Maryland DNR
Fisheries website  at
http://dnr.maryland.gov/fish
eries/

• Follow the proceedings
of the Maryland DNR Coastal
Fisheries Advisory Committee
at http://dnr.maryland.gov/
fisheries/management/index.
asp?com=cfac

If you have any questions,
always feel free to contact
Keith Lockwood, our

recreational fisheries liaison
via email at
klockwood@dnr.state.md.us or
by phone at 410-260-8289. 

Licensing & Saltwater
Registration Update and

Reminders for Recreational
Anglers

DNR has launched an all
new licensing system.  The
new system is called
COMPASS.  It is a web based
system, and it replaces the
multi decade old system
formally known as COIN.  The
COMPASS website is located
on the MD DNR website at
https://compass.dnr.marylan
d.gov/dnrcompassportal

The new system will
provide greater flexibility for
license and registration
transactions for our fishermen.
Because of the license and
registration requirements in
Maryland, anglers do not need
to register with NOAA. This
saves Maryland anglers $15 a
year. 

Anglers will need to go
through an initial enrollment
by providing a baseline of
information. Once enrolled,
anglers can easily log in to
purchase licenses, register and
reprint licenses. An email
account is required to enroll,
and anglers have an option to
receive email updates from the
DNR on a range of activities.
By purchasing a Maryland
saltwater fishing license,
anglers are automatically
registered in the National
Saltwater Angler Registry.
Certain anglers that are
exempt from purchasing a
fishing license will still need to
register with the State of
Maryland. License exempt
anglers can register for free
online through COMPASS, or
call the telephone help center
for assistance at 1-855-855-
3906.  The call center is open 7
days/week from 7 AM until 7

PM. Exempt anglers will need
to register if they are:
passengers on a boat with a
pleasure boat fishing decal,
waterfront property owners
(fishing from their property)
and their family, anglers
fishing in a free fishing area,
and anglers in possession of a
Virginia or Potomac River
Fisheries Commission
saltwater fishing license. 

Species Management
Updates

Thanks to its diverse and
high quality fishery resources,
Ocean City is a great fishing
destination for Maryland’s
residents and visitors from
other states.  From the great
inshore action for flounder,
striped bass, bluefish and
other species to world class
offshore fishing for marlin,
tuna, dolphin, and sharks, it’s
no wonder fishermen travel
from all over to come to Ocean
City. For this week’s update
we’ll focus on two important
inshore species that you can
catch right now. 

Summer Flounder

Clearly the most popular
species in Ocean City, flounder
can be caught by fishermen of
all ages and abilities.  From
shore, boat or surf there is no
more highly pursued fish than
the summer flounder. For
those that have followed
flounder management over the
years, they know how variable
the seasons and creel limits
have been in the past. The
good news is that thanks to a
coastal stock rebuilding plan,
good data and cooperative
management, flounder stocks
are in much better condition
now than in years past.  The
2011 summer flounder stock
assessment update indicated
summer flounder are not
overfished and overfishing is

Straight from the MD DNR Fisheries ServiceStraight from the MD DNR Fisheries Service
Marty Gary
Assistant Director/Fisheries Ecologist - Maryland Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Service
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not occurring. The summer
flounder stock is considered to
have reached its biomass
target in 2010, and the stock is
considered rebuilt, ahead of
the rebuilding deadline of
January 1, 2013. The total
annual quota is divided
between the recreational
fishery (40%) and the
commercial fishery (60%).
Recreational bag/size limits
and seasons are determined on
a state-by-state basis using a
technique known as
conservation equivalency.
Maryland came in under its
quota in 2011. As a result, and
because the stock is healthy,
regulations will be allowed to
ease this season. The 2012
minimum size drops a full inch
to 17-inches with a daily creel
limit of 3 fish per person, per
day. The season length has also
been expanded. The season
began on April 14th and will
run through December 16th.
Some of the largest flounder of
the year are caught during the
late-April through mid-May
period. Overall, the outlook for
the 2012 summer flounder
season looks very bright. 

Tautog

Tautog (also known as
blackfish) is yet another
popular species for
recreational fishermen. They
can be caught inshore on rocky
structure such as jetties and
bridge pilings, and on the near
shore wrecks and artificial
reefs.  Coastwide, they can be
found throughout the Mid-
Atlantic region. Because of
their affinity for structure, they
can be very tricky to catch.
Stronger lines and terminal
tackle are recommended to
wrestle them out of the
structure they inhabit.
Beginner anglers can catch
them, but often they are
pursued by advanced anglers
with specialized gear. They are
excellent as table fare. Tautog
are a member of the wrasse
family.  They exhibit slow
growth, a low reproductive
rate, and with their tendency
to congregate around structure
they can be susceptible to
being overfished. 

The 2011 tautog stock
assessment update indicated
spawning stock biomass has
remained at low levels for the
last decade. The current
coastwide fishing mortality is
estimated to be well above the
tautog management plan’s
target. Overfishing has
occurred since 2005. 

The Fishery Management
Plan (FMP) for tautog focuses
on reducing fishing mortality
to help boost the abundance of
the fish. The plan also outlines
a number of research and
monitoring needs that are
essential to ensuring better
management of the tautog
stock.  In order to end
overfishing and initiate stock
rebuilding, the tautog fishery
management plan required
Atlantic coast states to
implement measures to
achieve a 39% reduction in
fishing by January 1, 2012. In
order to comply with the plan,
Maryland proposed and
adopted the following season
for 2012: 

• April 2nd through May
15th  / 4 fish per person per
day / 16 inch minimum size

• May 16th through
October 31st / 2 fish per
person per day / 16 inch
minimum size

• November 1st through
November 14th / 4 fish per
person per day / 16 inch
minimum size

DNR may extend the
tautog season further into
November based upon late
breaking developments in the
Atlantic Coast stock
assessment. However, under
current regulations the season
will close from November 16
through December 31,
reopening on New Year’s Day
2013 with a four fish limit.

That is the latest update
from the Maryland
Department of Natural
Resource’s Fisheries Service.  If
you have a question you
would like answered, feel free
to send them to me.

Enjoy the start of the
season and until next
time….tight lines

Nelson Chester, Jr.Nelson Chester, Jr.

1955 - 20121955 - 2012
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NEW IGFA RELEASE
RULES APPROVED

Reprinted with permission
from the IGFA

Many fishing
tournaments, especially for
billfish, use IGFA’s angling
rules as their foundation.
Central to this is the belief
that IGFA rules stipulate that
a fish is considered caught
once the leader is wound to
the rod tip or grasped by the
mate or other person.
However, no such language
exists in IGFA’s angling rules
because these rules were
designed for world records,
where the fish is not

considered caught until it was
weighed.

Over the years, IGFA has
been approached by
numerous individuals to
codify a set of release rules.  It
is IGFA’s hope that
establishing a definition  for
an official release will not
only institute a standard by
which anglers can compare
releases, but also, and more
importantly, encourage
anglers to continue releasing
fish.  At its recent annual
board meeting in January, the
IGFA Board of Trustees
approved he following:

IGFA will consider a fish
officially released when one of
the following actions is
completed:

A. The mate is able to grab
the leader

B.  The swivel hits the rod
tip

C.  The connection (knot,
splice, etc.) between the
leader and the
mainline/double line/ fly line

passes through the rod tip

Leader lengths must
conform to current IGFA
tackle requirements.
Specifically, for line up to and
including 20 lb. test, the
leader may not exceed 15 feet.
In lines over 20 lb. test, the
leader may not be in excess of
30 feet.  All leader
measurements are inclusive of
the lure or hook arrangement
and are measured to the bend
of the last hook.  IGFA tackle
requirements for fly fishing
do not stipulate a maximum
overall length for fly leaders.
However, since IGFA rules do
not allow class tippets heavier
than 20 lbs., IGFA will adopt
the convention of allowing a
maximum fly leader length of
15 feet in keeping in
accordance with the
regulations for conventional
tackle.  Fly leader length is
inclusive of the fly and will be
measured to the bend of the
last hook.  Shock tippets may
not measure more than 12-
inches in length and class
tippets must be  minimum of
15-inches in length.

In addition to the
suggested rule above, IGFA
also recommends the
following best practices for
safe and ethical release of fish.

• Circle hooks are
encouraged when fishing
with live or dead natural bait.

•  The hook should be
removed if possible and will
not cause additional harm to
angler or fish.

•  If the hook cannot be
removed, the leader should be
cut as close to hook as
possible.

•  Mates should refrain
from manually breaking or
“popping” leaders because
this can cause additional
harm to fish, especially those
not hooked in the jaw.

•  Ample time should be
taken to revive exhausted fish
by gently moving them
forward in the water to get
water flowing over the gills.

•  Knotless, rubber coated
nets should be used on fish
that are netted.

For more information
about IGFA International
Angling Rules, contact IGFA
World Records Coordinator
Jack Vitek at 954-924-4246 or
email jvitek@igfa.org.

BILLFISH
FOUNDATION
RECOGNIZES
MARYLAND

ANGLERS

Every time they fish on
three oceans, anglers and
captains -- like two anglers
from Maryland -- are helping
scientific research. They were

among 46 winners from
around the world to receive
The Billfish Foundation’s 2011
Tag & Release Awards.

Since 1990 they’ve become
the heart-and-soul of TBF’s
eminent conservation
program committed to tag
and release of billfish from the
Atlantic, Pacific and Indian
Oceans, while supplying
valuable data critical to
learning the pelagic species
migratory habits.

Victoria Roberts of
Stevensville, MD, a multi-
time winner, took honors as
the top tagging angler in the
Atlantic Ocean for white
marlin, while Paul Legnard of
Arnold, MD won as the top
release angler for sailfish, also
in the Atlantic category. It was
his first time win with TBF.

The TBF Annual Tag and
Release Awards, presented
during the Miami
International Boat Show each
February, is the world’s
premier big game fishing
competition, with thousands

of TBF member anglers and
captains from 70 countries
invited to compete. The 2011
competition ran from Nov. 1,
2010 to Oct. 31, 2011 with
“tagging data reports” and
“release notification cards”
generated from the ocean’s
temperate waters where a
majority of the world’s billfish
inhabit. To qualify, active TBF
members must have tagged
and/or released five or more
of a species. TBF’s Youth
Program, recognizing the
conservation ethics and
achievements of young
anglers, has a minimum of
three billfish in three age
groups. 

“Today, instead of catch-
and-kill, more anglers are
tagging more fish than ever
before,” said TBF Science and
Policy Director Peter
Chaibongsai. “We had a total
of 5,399 release records and
4,410 tag records for the
competition, an increase over
last year.    

“In the 22 years of TBF’s
program over 168,000 billfish
have been tagged and of those
more than 2,800 have been
recaptured and most re-
released. TBF’s release
category which began nine
years ago, has logged in over
66,000 billfish releases.”      

Recently celebrating its
25th anniversary, TBF works
worldwide to advance the
conservation of billfish and
associated species and to
improve the health of oceans
and dependent economies.
Chaibongsai can be reached 
at 800-438-8247 ext. 107, at
tag@billfish.org or at
Peter_Chaibongsai@billfish.
org.
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Est. 1972

www.mid-shore-electronics.com
sales@mid-shore-electronics.com

410-213-1212

410-228-7335

Rte. 611 & Sunset Avenue
West Ocean City, MD

205 Trenton St. & Cambridge Creek
Cambridge, MD

FOR FASTER SERVICE WE HAVE TWO LOCATIONS

• TROUBLESHOOTING AND REPAIR ABOARD YOUR VESSEL 
• FULL SERVICE CENTER FOR MOST MAJOR BRANDS 

• EXPERIENCED FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS
• USCG CERTIFIED WIRING INSTALLATIONS

Brandon Alberto of Berlin, MD was fishing in the Nanticoke
River when he caught this 38-inch striped bass in late March.

Over the Easter weekend, Zack Graves from Courtland, NY was
fishing from the surf in Ocean City when he landed this 40-inch
striper on a chunk of fresh bunker.  Picture courtesy of Oyster Bay
Tackle.



Maryland & Delaware Citation Sizes 
Atlantic Coast

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum
Bluefish
Blue Marlin **
Cobia
Croaker
Dolphin
Flounder
Golden Tilefish
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)

King Mackerel
Red Drum *
Sailfish *
Seabass
Sheepshead
Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass

Shark:
Blue Shark *
Hammerhead *
Mako *
Thresher *
Tiger *

Swordfish
Tautog
Tuna:

Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye ***
Bluefin ***
Yellowfin ***

Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin **

* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program ** Only released fish are eligible in MD and DE programs
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

24”
48”
34”

Any Size
44”
18”
45”
24”
28”
14”
40”

Any Size
Any Size

20”
20”
22”
24”
40”

Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size

24”

36”
24”
60”
60”
50”
60”
24”

Any Size

-
50 lbs. or 45”
14 lbs. or 33”

Any Size
-

3 lbs. or 19”
15 lbs. or 41”
7 lbs. or 25”
35 lbs. or 40”
1 lb. or 13”

10 lbs. or 36”
45”

-
3 lbs. or 17”
8 lbs. or 22”
5 lbs. or 22”

-
30 lbs. or 40”

MD MDDE DE

100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”

Any Size
7 lbs. or 25”

30 lbs. or 32”
12 lbs. or 26”
70 lbs. or 48”
100 lbs. or 60”
70 lbs. or 48”
35 lbs. or 40”
20 lbs. or 50”

Any Size
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Dave McKay of West Ocean
City, MD and Laser Electric took
a couple of trips to
Wachapreague, VA this spring
to flounder fish and was
rewarded with some great
catches.  Here is one flounder,
measuring 20-inches, that was
part of his group’s limit of
flatties in March.

Before the regulations
changed to a 16-inch minimum
size, Brandon Steinhice caught
his first keeper tautog of the
year while fishing off of 6th
Street in Ocean City.  The fish
measured 14.5-inches and was
caught on a frozen sand flea.
Picture courtesy of Oyster Bay
Tackle.

WE’RE ALWAYS ONLINE AT WWW.ALLTACKLE.COM

ANNAPOLIS 888.810.7283
OCEAN CITY 410.213.2840

Offshore Tackle 
Chesapeake Bay Rockfish Tackle

Fresh & Frozen Bait
Rods • Reels • Combos • Rigs 

Jigs • Weights • Hooks
Full Marine Section featuring

everything you need for your boat!
Annapolis Store

2062 Somerville Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Ocean City Store
12826 B Ocean Gateway

West Ocean City, MD 21842

It’s Almost 

Shark Season... 

we have everything

you need!

FULL SELECTION OF FLOUNDER FISHING SUPPLIES
Live Minnows - Squid - Shiners - Gulp!

AQUA-CLEAR®

WE’RE YOUR SURF FISHING HEADQUARTERS
Fresh Bunker Weather Permitting

FROZEN
BAIT MACHINE

AVAILABLE
FOR 24 HOUR 
PURCHASES 

IN OCEAN CITY
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Bert Adams took time off from his Hook’em & Cook’em empire
to do some fishing with Joe and Amanda Morris in the Keys over the
winter.  Bert landed this yellowtail while fishing at Maryland Shoal,
south of Cudjoe Key.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.

Dave Offerman and Mike Johnston spent some time in Rin Con,
Puerto Rico this past winter and ended one day with two wahoo in
the box.  The fish tipped the scales at 47 lbs. and 62 lbs.

In January, John Wittmeyer from Crabs-To-Go in Berlin, MD
took a trip to Los Sueños, Costa Rica and was rewarded with 5
sailfish releases and a blue marlin estimated at 400 lbs.  John was
fishing on the “Tuna Bite” with Capt. Howard Lynch, Darren King
and Patrick McCloskey.  The group ended the trip with 2 blue marlin
releases and 10 sailfish releases.
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Wed. May 2

Thurs. May 3

Fri. May 4

Sat. May 5

Sun. May 6

Mon. May 7

Tues. May 8

Wed. May 9

Add 1.5 hours for bay tides at the Rt. 50 Bridge. 
Indian River Inlet - add 25 minutes to high tide

Delaware Bay Entrance - subtract 1 hour 25 minutes to high tide
- subtract 45 minutes to low tide

Wachapreague, VA - add 4 minutes for high tide, 
- 21 minutes for low tide

Quinby Inlet, VA - subtract 6 minutes for high tide
These tides are only meant to be a guide, as tides can be affected by storms and weather fronts. 

Low 11:02 am
Low 11:40 pm

Low 11:54 am
Low -----------

Low 12:38 am
Low 12:45 pm

Low 01:33 am
Low 01:35 pm

Low 02:28 am
Low 02:24 pm

Low 03:18 am
Low 03:15 pm

Low 04:11 am
Low 04:07 pm

Low 05:06 am
Low 05:02 pm

High 05:05 am
High 05:39 pm

High 05:57 am
High 06:32 pm

High 06:50 am
High 07:26 pm

High 07:43 am
High 08:21 pm

High 08:37 am
High 09:16 pm

High 09:31 am
High 10:10 pm

High 10:25 am
High 11:04 pm

High 11:19 am
High 11:58 pm

OCEAN CITY INLET

Tides & Moon PhasesTides & Moon Phases

Full Moon

• MAY •
29th Annual MSSA Spring Rockfish Tournament

May 4 - 6  •  MSSA  •  410-255-5535

Bill’s Sport Shop Flounder Tournament
May 11 - June 8  •  Lewes, DE  •  410-255-5535

Lewes Canal Flounder Tournament
May 18  •  Lewes Harbour Marina  •  302-645-6227

3rd Annual Bluefish Tournament
May 26 - 27  •  OC Marlin Club  •  410-213-1613

• JUNE •
16th Annual Mako Mania

June 1 - 3  •  Bahia Marina  •  410-289-7473

32nd Annual South Jersey Shark Tournament
June 7 - 10  •  Cape May, NJ  •  609-884-2400

54th Annual Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament
Ladies Event: June 9     Tournament: June 11 - 16

Morehead City, NC  •  252-247-3575

32nd Annual Ocean City Shark Tournament
June 14 - 16  •  OC Fishing Center
410-213-2442 or 410-213-1121

23rd Annual MSSA Tuna-Ment
June 22 - 24  •  de Lazy Lizard  •  410-255-5535

33rd Annual Small Boat Tournament
June 23 - 24  •  OC Marlin Club  •  410-213-1613

30th Annual Canyon Kick-Off
June 29 - July 1  •  OC Marlin Club  •  410-213-1613

• JULY •
4th Annual Pier Point Marina Flounder Tournament
July 7 - August 11  •  Dewey Beach, DE  •  302-227-2808

23rd Annual Ocean/Viking Showdown
July 11 - 15  •  Cape May, NJ  •  609-884-2400

25th Annual Ocean City Tuna Tournament
July 13 - 15  •  OC Fishing Center  •  410-213-1121

11th Annual Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament
July 18 - 21  •  Cape May, NJ  •  609-884-2400

8th Annual Marlin Club Kid’s Classic
July 21 - 22  •  OC Marlin Club  •  410-213-1613

Branch Kreppel Memorial Blue Marlin Tournament
July 27 - 29  •  Sunset Marina  •  410-213-9600
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ITEMS FOR SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE

BOAT STORAGE

REACH
15,000 T0 20,000

READERS
EACH WEEK

Coastal
Fisherman

Classifieds Work!

YOUR AD HERE
(410) 213-2200

BOATS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS Help Wanted • Items for Sale • Services
Place an ad for only $50 for 3 weeks! Call (410) 213-2200

HAVE A PHOTO OF YOUR CATCH?
Email it to the Coastal Fisherman at

coastalfisherman@comcast.net
Include in the email:

Angler’s name & town
Names & towns of others in photo

Weight and/or length of fish
Bait or lure used
Location of catch

Please send the photo file at full size. 
Do not compress it and do not run it through any 

photo software.

KEYS TO TAKING A GOOD FISH PICTURE:
• Have the angler face into the sun to minimize shadows.

• Make sure the side of the fish is facing flat 
towards the camera.

• Set your camera to the best quality and largest picture
size available. 

• DO NOT use a cell phone camera.
• Shoot vertical photos

• Smile!

*As always, we do our best to run the pictures we receive; however, we are sometimes
unable to run all of the pictures due to space restrictions and other circumstances.

1989 36 FT. RAMPAGE
Only 2280 hours. 3208 Cats, 450 gal fuel, 

75 gal fresh water, new Garmin 3010 GPS &
Sounder with XM and Weather Data Marine
Radar, auto pilot, other upgrades. Must sell

due to health.  REDUCED TO $113,900 
NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED!
Call George Sutton 717-577-9316

MARINE SERVICES

1993 21’ GRADY WHITE
150 Yamaha, walk around cabin, full canvas

enclosure, dual batteries, trim tabs, wash
down, 8hp Evinrude tr/motor, fish/depth

finder, dual axle trailer, clean, runs good,
extras. $9,800

(410) 734-4610 or cell (410) 935-7571

FATHOMS MARINE
MOBILE SERVICES

Bottom Paint Specials
$8/foot + paint - any boat. 

Call for details.
443-521-4202

34’ CALIFORNIAN EXPRESS
Twin diesel 315hp, fully rigged &

electronics for offshore fishing. Mint
condition. Turn key, ready for carefree

fishing. $55,000  Indian River, DE
Call (302) 226-1518 for info.

2002 23’ 6” REGULATOR
2002 Yamaha 225 4-stroke, 

Furuno electronics: depth finder,
GPS-Plotter, Icom VHF, AM/FM

stereo, low engine hours. $35,000
Call Dave 410-289-0909

Dave Furio was fishing with
bunker head at the Navy Jetties
and caught this 17 lb. striper,
which he weighed at Lewes
Harbour Marina.

Over the winter, Joe Morris
of Lewes Harbour Marina
caught this 60 lb. amberjack on a
butterfly jig in 300 feet of water
above a wreck in the Florida
Keys.

BOAT STORAGE
TRAILER STORAGE

By the day, week, month or season.
24/7 access to your boat or trailer.

Harbor Marine, Inc.
410-213-2296

PENN SENATOR REELS
FOR SALE

Brand new 2-speed reels.  
Never been used.

(2) Penn 114H Special 6/0 2-speed
(1) Penn 114H

Spooled with high quality Momoi
monofilament

Retails for over $150 each

For sale for only $100 each
$275 for all three

Call 410-213-2200

RIGGED OFFSHORE
FISHING LURES

FOR SALE

All lures are either new or in
mint condition

Moldcraft Chuggers
Iland Lures
Doorknobs

Cedar Plugs
Squids

Bowling Pins
(2) Spreader Bars

Save 50% off retail price

Call 410-213-2200

ALUTECNOS
“THE PRO”

FIGHTING HARNESS WITH
SEAT AND BELT

Brand new.  
Never been used.

Fighting belt made of 6082
aluminum.  All stainless steel
parts machined directly from

bars.  Anodized gold
protective coating.

Retails for over $300

For sale for only $150

Call 410-213-2200

SOLD
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• ROD & REEL REPAIR • • OUTBOARD MOTOR REPAIRS •

• YOUR AD HERE •

• MARINE WIRING •

Contact Chris Stafford
GALE FORCE SODA BLASTING

for an Estimate on Soda Blasting Your Boat

SERVING THE MID-ATLANTIC

 • Removes all built-up paint, revealing the gelcoat

• No damage to the hull from scraping or chemicals

• Removing paint improves performance in speed & 
has the added bonus of lower fuel costs

BEFORE SODA BLASTING AFTER SODA BLASTING

800-901-GALE (4253) WWW.GALEFORCEBLASTING.COM

• YACHT MAINTENANCE •

• BOTTOM BLASTING •

Place your service ad here
for just $50 per issue!

Call 410-213-2200 for details.

• Disassembly, removal of old 
lubricants & contaminates

• Inspection of internal & external 
components

• Replacement of defective parts 
(at additional cost)

• Re-lubricate interior parts, 
re-assemble reel

Most parts are in stock for
Penn & Shimano models!

MARYLAND
Ocean City
Angler Restaurant

Talbot Street Tackle
Talbot Street Pier
Old Town Marina

Oceanic Pier
Park Place Hotel

Layton’s Restaurant - 17th Street
Anthony’s Beer & Wine
Montego Bay Market
Wawa - 120th Street

7-Eleven - 120th Street
Liquid Assets

Exxon Wine Rack
Advanced Marina

OC Convention Center
Minit Market

Primos Hoagies
7-Eleven - 28th Street

Bahia Marina
General’s Kitchen

Layton’s Restaurant - 92nd Street
Oyster Bay Tackle

7-Eleven - 139th Street
Reel Inn

Wockenfuss

West Ocean City
Ocean City Visitors Center

PNC Bank
Ocean City Fishing Center

Crab Alley
Ocean City Marlin Club

L&L Marine
Harborside Bar & Grill

Ake Marine
Sunset Marina

Sunset Provisions
AllTackle.com

Exxon Wine Rack
Bank of Ocean City

Wawa - Rt. 50
Trader Lees

Marlin Market - Rt. 611
Mid-Shore Electronics - Rt. 611

Harbor Marine
Snug Harbor Canvas

CVS Pharmacy - Rt. 611
Superfresh

Pittsville
Pittsville Motors

Berlin
Berlin Post Office
Barrett Chevrolet
7-Eleven - Rt. 589

Crabs to Go
Buck’s

Ocean Pines Marina

Crisfield
Dave’s RV

DELAWARE
Fenwick/Selbyville

Fenwick Tackle
Capt. Mac’s High Performance Tackle

North Bay Marina
Uncle Willie’s

Mini Mart
Rt. 113 Boat Sales

Harris Teeter

Indian River
Indian River Marina
Indian River Café

Hook’em & Cook’em

Dewey Beach
Pier Point Marina

Rehoboth & Lewes
Lewes Harbour Marina

Bill’s Sport Shop
Superfresh - Rt. 1

Long Neck
Rick’s Bait & Tackle

Short’s Marine
Rattle & Reel

Whitetail Taxidermy & Outdoor Supplies

Bethany, Ocean View 
& Millville

Hook’em & Cook’em Outfitters
G&E Supermarket

G&E Hardware
Harris Teeter - Salt Pond Plaza

Hocker’s Deli - Rt 26
Hocker’s Supermarket - Rt.26

Giant - Rt. 26
Bethany Auto & Marine

PICK UP YOUR COASTAL FISHERMAN AT THESE LOCATIONS
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NUTWIST ~ 63’ LIGHTNING YACHTS 2009. 1650
hp C32 CATs. 3SR. Burled maple & Sapele thru
salon. Separate tackle room, water/ice mkrs,

spacious mezz. Loaded. Call Jimmy.

$1,500,000
PUMPIN HARD 66 ~ 66’ BLACKWELL 2006.
Twin C32 ACerts w/extended warranties.  
3/3. Teak interior, ice/water mkrs.  Mezz, 

spacious teak cockpit.  Call Jimmy.

$2,150,000

70’ Horizon MY 2002 – Jolly Mon  $1,295,000 – Jamie

64’ Spencer Yachts 2003 – Wrenegade  $1,850,000 – Jimmy

64’ Viking SF 2007 – Reel Pushy  $1,845,000 – Jimmy

58’ Titan Custom SF 2003 – Salt Runner  $685,000 – Jimmy

31’ ProLine CC 2006 – Quick Draw  $69,900  Steve

30’ Grady White Marlin 2004 – Fishin Pol’s  $99,900 – Steve

28’ Blackwell Custom 2005 – Christie M  $110,000 – Jimmy

BIG OH ~ 63’ SCARBOROUGH 2007. C32 CATs
w/3yr ext warranty from 11/11.  Numerous 

upgrades 2010/11. Mezz with misters.  Proven
tournament winner.  Call Jimmy.

$1,950,000
THE LEGASEA ~ 58’ 1988 MONTEREY 

CUSTOM SPORTFISH.  Twin CAT C18’s. 
Interior update in 2001. Highly customized,

newer electronics. Call Jimmy.

$699,000

MARLI ~ 58’ 2003 RITCHIE HOWELL CUSTOM
CAROLINA.  Twin CAT 1000 hp C18 engines, 
repowered in 2006. Wellknown fishraising
charter boat in Ocean City, MD. Call Jimmy.

$749,000
ORGANIZED CONFUSION ~ 53’ FORBES CUS

TOM CAROLINA 1990. 820 hp MANs, 2800 hrs.
Shows super clean!  New bottom paint 2011.

Constantly updated. Call Jimmy.

$325,000
CHASIN TAILS ~ 53’ OCEAN SPORTFISH 1994.
820 hp MANs. 3/2 galley up layout. Light and

spacious layout. Sub Zero refrigeration.  
2 Northstar GPS. Call Jimmy.

$299,000 
CATCH M UP ~ 50’ LUHRS CONVERTIBLE 2000.
Twin 3412 1350 hp CATs. Sleiper bow thruster. 

3 SR. SubZero refrigeration. W/D. Loaded.
Call Steve.

$425,000

FULL DRAW ~ 47’ OMIE TILLETT CUSTOM
CAROLINA 1974. Single CAT 3406 800 hp, 2005

CAT OPC overhaul. Good electronics.  Great
charter boat. Well maintained. Call Jimmy.

$140,000
BLUE WATER OBSESSION ~ 35’ Carolina Classic
Exp 2001. Twin 3126 CATs & MPD monitors, ext
warranty til Oct 2012.  700/1200 hrs. Underwa

ter lights, tower, loaded! Call Steve.

$158,900
ALLURE ~ 33’ GRADY WHITE 33 EXPRESS 2002.

Twin 225hp Yamaha 4 stroke, 300 hrs. Good
electronics pkg. Livewell, prep station.

Call Steve.

$117,900
MISS SUSAN ~  33’ Mako Attack 1999. 2004
Twin Mercury Optimax 250 hp direct Injec

tion custom engines. 200 Hrs. FloScan,
trim tabs. Motivated seller! Call Steve.

$64,900

REELENTLESS ~ Twin CAT 450 power. Full
tower w/steering and controls. Vberth, fridge,

head & shower, ready to fish or cruise.  
Call Steve.

$198,000
DREAM CATCHER ~ 32’ BLACKFIN 1989. Twin

1995 3208 375 hp CATs, 1700 hrs.  New combing
pads, water pump, refrigerator. EZ2CY encl.

Murray and Release chairs.  Call Steve.

$69,500
TIMEOFF ~ 30’ ALBEMARLE 305 EXP 1998.

Twin 300 hp 315 CATs.  2 piece tower for easy
transport. Fully equipped and well maintained.

Call Steve.

$89,900
TERRYS HOBBY II ~ 31’ OCEAN MASTER 2002

Center Console.  Twin Yamaha 250 Salt
Water Series OX66 fuel injection.  

Call Steve.

$64,900

Additional Listings - Call For More!
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