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On one drift, Darica Ward from Lewes, DE caught 2 flounder
that weighed over 5 lbs. including this 5 lb. 11 oz. flattie.  Darica
caught the flounder on ocean structure while fishing on the
“Grizzly”.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.

Robby Marin and Adam Bauer from Edgemere, MD were deep
dropping in the Poor Man’s Canyon when they caught these two
golden tilefish weighing 38 and 45.6 lbs.  The bottom-dwellers were
hooked on whole squids and weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em.
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Right before the weather started getting bad, Capt. Monty Hawkins on the headboat, “Morning Star” was able to get his anglers out on
an ocean wreck where they found flounder more than willing to eat the Gulp, squid, clams and cut bait they were soaking.  Pictured are Ron
Peacock, who took the pool with a 21 1/2-incher, Katie, Tanner, Luke, Kara and Doug Dresch, Sam and Josh Siminiskis and Stan and Brian
Janczak.  The “Morning Star” is docked at the Ocean City Fishing Center in West Ocean City, MD.
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As you can expect, there isn’t
too much to write about this
week when it comes to a “Fishing
Report”.  

The windy and rainy weather
put a damper on fishing early in
the week and the effects of
Hurricane Florence kept
everyone at the dock at the end
of the week and over the
weekend.

In the middle of the week, we
had a “calm before the storm”,
allowing offshore boats to head
to the Poor Man’s Canyon and
fill the box with dolphin and troll
for white marlin.  The “Bar
South” had 5 white marlin
releases and right behind them
was the “Reel Chaos”  and the
“Intents” with 4 white marlin
releases each.  

In the bay, the windy and
rainy weather made flounder
fishing difficult due to dirty
water conditions and the rough
seas made the South Jetty
practically unfishable.  Those
searching for flounder when
weather permitted  stayed
primarily in the East Channel
and around the Rt. 50 Bridge
with the best bite coming from
literally under the bridge
between the pilings.  Fresh
bunker continued to be the bait
of choice for anglers looking for
larger flounder, but minnows,
squid and white Gulp Swimming
Mullets also did the trick.  It’s

funny, Gulp Swimming Mullets
come in a few different colors but
this season the white Gulps far
outperformed the other colors
according to some serious
flounder fishermen I spoke to.
The regional manager for Gulp
said that anglers to our north
prefer other colors, such as
chartreause and pink, but in
Ocean City and Delaware the
best color to go to this season
was white.

Before the bad weather rolled
through, anglers fishing on ocean
structure had to move further
offshore to find bigger and more
numerous flounder and sea bass.
Where just a couple weeks
earlier, fish were being caught in
60-feet of water, they were now
showing up in 100 to 120-feet.
This is consistent with what we
saw at the beginning of the
season with the better catches
coming in 100+ feet of water.

The sheepshead bite died
down before the blow, but we
did see a couple caught by
anglers around the South Jetty.
One of the most effective ways
sheepshead were caught this
past season was by tossing a
hooked sand flea into the rocks
with a little splitshot up the line a
bit.  This gave you enough
weight to get your bait below the
surface but wasn’t heavy enough
to get you snagged in the rocks.

Over the shoals, such as

number of anglers, especially
young anglers, who caught and
released their very first white
marlin.  I don’t ever remember
running so many pictures of kids
smiling from ear to ear as they
held their release flag after taking
the tradional plunge.

At the Coastal Fisherman, it
was also a good year.  Readers
enjoyed over 1,600 pages
containing 1,590 pictures with,
Lord knows, how many anglers
showing off their catch.  We
continued to be humbled by how
many people pick-up the Coastal
Fisherman each week.  This
season, we distributed over
252,000 copies with not many
leftover at the end of the week.
All of this is possible by the hard
work of our great staff and
incredible writers who provide
weekly columns that are
informative, educational and
entertaining.  It is also made
possible by our loyal advertisers
who allow us to offer the Coastal
Fisherman for free to our readers.
I truly hope that everyone keeps
this in mind and “shops local” as
much as possible.  It’s easy to
order products online without
thinking about the effect it has on
the local businesses that provide
so much to our community.
Fortunately, we are blessed with
great businesses in our area.

As always, we love to hear
your suggestions about what you
would like to see in future issues,
so if you have any ideas, simply
email them to
coastalfisherman@comcast.net.
Upcoming Tournament
This weekend is the CBSFA

Summer Flounder Tournament
on Saturday and Sunday with
weigh-ins at Atlantic Tackle.
This is the first year for the event
and the organizers are working
incredibly hard. For more
information, go to
www.cbsfa.club.

Until next year, I’ll see you at
the scales... with a new hip!

Fenwick and Isle of Wight,
anglers trolling silver and gold
spoons were hooking into
bluefish, Spanish mackerel and
king mackerel.  The bluefish
seemed to like the silver spoons
better while the mackerel were
more apt to go for the gold ones.
Not sure why, but that’s the
reports we were receiving.

When the seas settle down
and the weather gets right I’m
sure there will be plenty of
offshore anglers more than ready
to give it a shot in the canyons.
These types of weather events
can go one of two ways.  Either
the bite turns off  and anglers
end the year frustrated, OR it
stirs things up and the fishing is
good.  After not seeing
yellowfins for most of the back
half of the season, it would be
nice for the offshore guys get
another shot at them in addition
to a continuation of the white
and blue marlin bites.  Also
before the stretch of bad weather,
wahoo were being caught at
several locations including the
Washington Canyon and
Massey’s Canyon.  Most were in
the 40 to 60 lb. range, so
hopefully there are still a few out
there that will be hooked before
the fishing season comes to a
close.

Overall, when I look back at
the year I have a good feeling
about how things went.  It was
wonderful to see solid flounder
fishing for anglers in the bay.
Tuna fishing was strong early,
but petered out later in the
season and for a stretch there
were a lot of marlin flags seen
flying on outriggers at the
marinas.  The best thing about
the marlin bite this year were the
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Dave and Beth Klinger were fishing with squid on ocean
structure when they caught a mix of black sea bass and flounder,
including a pair of flatties that measured up to 23-inches.  Photo
courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.

Bill Drussell of Lutherville, MD caught his very first wahoo
while fishing on the “Oppor-Tuna-Ty TOO” with Mike Gettier,
Brent Wisch, Capt. Ken Thompson and mate Adam Thompson.  The
50 lb. speedster slipped off of two Joe Shute lures before being
hooked on a skirted ballyhoo at the 30 Fathom Lumps.
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Hillary Zellner released her first and second white marlin while
trolling at the Rockpile on the “Slaughterhouse” with Brian
Williams, who also released a pair of white marlin, Chris Zellner,
Capt. Mark Hess and mate Pam Hess.

Isabel O’Donnell caught a 21-inch, 4 lb. 8 oz. flounder and John
O’Donnell hooked a pair, including a 20-incher that weighed just
shy of 4 lbs.  All three flatties were caught on live spot in the East
Channel.
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Allison Lorden caught a 17 1/2-inch flounder and Taryn
Breneman boated an 18 1/2-incher while drifting Gulp and minnow
combinations in the bay behind Assateague Island.

Bill and Will Winkler from Selbyville, DE, Liam O’Leary from
Bethany Beach, DE and Connor Morris from Frankford, DE teamed
up to catch 40 dolphin and a triggerfish while fishing around bass
pots, 20 miles off the coast of Ocean City.  The fish totaled 135 lbs.
and were caught on chunks of bunker and bucktails.

Bob and Bobby Telford caught their limit of 8 keeper flounder,
weighing up to 4 lbs., while dropping bucktails onto a natural ocean
reef.  The anglers were fishing on the headboat, “Angler” with Capt.
Chris Mizurak.
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about every tournament.
There were some huge
payouts, and entry
numbers were good when
the weather was pretty.
Charter boats seemed to be
running regularly.  The
docks were pretty busy.
And I know we were all
thankful for it.

There were some pretty
unique things that
happened during the
summer of 2018 too.  The
most interesting to me was
the amount of cobia that
were caught in our bay.  I
don’t ever remember a
cobia getting much inside
the inlet, let alone up into
the bay itself before this
summer.  Maybe we have a
new fishery being born.  It
has happened with other
species in recent years
(puppy drum and
sheepshead come to mind).
The quantity of barracuda
caught was also amazing to
me.  One, maybe two per
season was all that I can
ever recall.  This summer it
was one or two per week,
sometimes more.  That had
much to do with warmer
water temps throughout
the summer I would guess,
but again, who knows.
Species change their range

It doesn’t seem that long
ago that I was talking about
the fishing rods leaving my
garage and the fact that I
actually went fishing last
winter.  Yet, POOF!
Another season of the
Coastal Fisherman is falling
into the prop wash and
drifting behind me.  Like
that country song says,
“Don’t Blink”.  Yes that’s
right, I know some country
songs too, not just metal
(although I was at an Ozzy
concert last night).

The summer of 2018 had
its ups and downs for me.
The “Last Call” had some
mechanical issues in the
early going that frustrated
me a bit.  We won some
mahi money.  A fair
number of anglers caught
their first white marlin
from my cockpit.  I
watched a man with
limited use of his arms and
confined to a wheel chair
catch multiple fish on an
electric reel combination
that he designed himself.
My Dad now believes in

aliens and their
involvement with our
fisheries.  The Hong Kong
Chef restaurant in
Caraballeda, Venezuela
closed its doors (I wonder if
the resident mouse
population has fled that
socialist mess for the better
life in the good old US of A
too).  I got my first trophy
as an angler in a
tournament (2nd place
angler overall, top points
angler for the Ocean City
Marlin Club in the recent
OCLTC versus OCMC
Shootout).  As a whole
there were many more
smiles than frowns.  

In the bigger picture I
truly feel that Ocean City
had a good season.  The
tuna fishing left a little bit
to be desired during the
middle of the season, but
there were plenty of other
sea creatures to make up
for it.  The tournament
season was relatively
controversy free.  Fish of
decent size, or quantity,
took the top spots in just

in cycles.  Maybe we will be
seeing expanding fisheries
in our area.

The proposed wind
farm off our coast was also
a hot topic.  I have tried to
stay pretty neutral on the
subject.  To be honest I
don’t think there are any
solid answers to the
questions.  There is data
out there to support
arguments for and against
the structures.  My
commercial fishing friends
are very concerned about
the potential effects on the
fishery and the
environment, which could
directly hurt their
livelihood.  The
recreational fishing
community is pretty split
on the subject.  Some folks
think the new structure will
make for hot new fish
habitats.  Others are
worried that the
construction methods will
scare the fish away for a
while and that in the future
there will be the likelihood
of restricted areas around
the wind farm.  Again, no
one seems to be able to give
a hundred percent answer
to any of these concerns.
The other thing is that no
one can produce any solid
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data that these things work
or don’t work.  I have sat in
meetings with wind farm
advocates and in meetings
with wind farm opposition.
What I would really like to
see, and I am putting our
local government officials
on blast here, is a meeting
with the wind farm
companies (Skipjack and
US Wind) represented,
local commercial and
recreational fishermen
represented, and local
businesses and the public
allowed to attend as well.
Windmills off our coast are
potentially life changing
for our community and we
just don’t know if it will be
in a good or bad way.
Come on Mayor Meehan
and Ocean City Town
Council.  You owe us this.
Please make it happen.

I also got some really
cool news this summer.
This next bit is a potential
spoiler for my Coastal
Fisherman Winter Issue
column.  Somebody is
getting to go back to the
Great Barrier Reef off of
Australia in November to
target black marlin.  That’s
right mates!  This bloke is
headed down under to the
Land of OZ!!!  My good

friend Brooke, his
grandson Andrew and I
will be chasing the big
blacks for a week with
Capt. Ross Finlayson.  Ross
is a well known “big fish”
guy and hopefully I will be
telling a “Big Fish Story”
this winter!

Yup, just like that
twenty one more marbles
have left my jar and they
definitely left faster than
last year.  I wish I could
slow these summers down.
Hopefully, you have
enjoyed my stories this
season as much as I have
enjoyed writing them.  I
would like to thank Larry
and the rest of the Jock
family for welcoming me
into the fold again this year.
Enjoy the fall fishing
season everybody and be
safe out there.  Talk to y’all
in a few months!                

Capt Franky Pettolina is
Co-Captain of the charter
boat, “Last Call”, owner of
Pettolina Marine Surveying,
Inc. and multi-term President
of the Ocean City Marlin
Club.  To book a trip on the
“Last Call”, call 443-783-
3699.

Coastal Fisherman favorite, Gerry Chaveca from Montreal,
Canada had a few friends down from The Great White North and
ended up taking Vincent Cantin (pictured) out on the “Mr. Sea” for
some flounder fishing.  Vincent caught a pair of flatties measuring
18 and 19-inches, in addition to an 11-inch croaker while drifting in
the East Channel.
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Susie Kostelac caught a 19 1/2-inch flounder and Christian
Kunitz boated an 18-incher, all while fishing on the charter boat,
“Helbent” with Ken and Colt Kostelac and Capt. Jeff Grimes.  Both
fish were fooled with live minnows in the East Channel.

This 8 lb. 8 oz. sheepshead is regretting going after the sand flea
being soaked by Kyle Falgowski at the Ice Breakers.  Weighed at
Lewes Harbour Marina.
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CROAKER
9” minimum 

25 per person/day

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum
4 per person/day

COBIA
40” minimum   

1 per person/day or 3 per boat/day
6/1 - 9/30

SPECKLED TROUT
14” minimum 

4 per person/day

RED DRUM
18” - 27” 

1 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28”- 38” and 44” and greater

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16” minimum

4 per person/day

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum
15 per person/day
05/15 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
8” minimum

10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

1 per person/day or 6 per boat/day

While trolling in 500 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon the
weekend before the blow, anglers on the “Prospector” went 5 for 8
on white marlin on the first day and 0 for 3 on the second day, in
addition to bailing a load of dolphin.  Fishing on the “Prospector”
were Parker Martin, Will Martin, Ray Kinstler and Bryan Floyd.

Nathan Moy and Justin Travis were fishing around the Delaware
Lightship when they caught 6 mahi (4 pictured) during a trip aboard
the “Miss Cathy” with Capt. Ross Karsnitz.  Photo courtesy of Lewes
Harbour Marina.
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Larry Barnes nailed a 20-inch flounder and Scott Kirkwood
muscled in a 23-inch, 5 pounder, both while fishing with minnows
and squid at the Old Grounds.  The anglers were joined on the
“Vagrant Viking” with Steve Pinkstone.

Tony Smiertka from Ocean City, MD caught and released this
false albacore tuna after hooking it on a Spro bucktail around “B”
Buoy.  Tony was fishing with Nicky and Lorraine Ferrara.
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Abbe Delanoy and Patti Brenneman from Mifflintown, PA used
white Gulp Swimming Mullets to fool a couple of flounder
measuring 18 and 18 1/2-inches.  The lady anglers caught their
flatties during a trip to the Fishbowl on the charter boat, “Get Sum”
with Capt. Nick Clemente.  Pictured at the OC Fishing Center.

Steven Tracey from Glen Burnie, MD had a better day than the
Baltimore Orioles, who lost to the Royals 9-1, when he hooked a pair
of triggerfish while fishing with clams and squid at the Bass
Grounds.  The fish were caught on the headboat, “Judith M” and
was part of a catch of triggers, sea bass and weakfish.  The “Judith
M” is docked at Bahia Marina.
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This 4 lb. 11 oz. flounder fell at the hands of Elizabeth Short
while fishing on ocean structure aboard the headboat, “Judy V”.
Pictured at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Todd Dillon caught and released this 48-inch red drum while
fishing with Mike Matha just north of Cape Charles.  The duo
released 7 red drum that measured up to 51 1/2-inches.

COFISH 20-39.qxp_COFISH 20-39  9/18/18  3:39 PM  Page 3



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 22  Coastal Fisherman   September 19, 2018

Chris Clasing, Scott Clasing, Steve McDaniel and Mason
McDaniel pulled 3 keeper flounder out of the West Channel while
fishing with live bunker during the outgoing tide.  The flatties
measured 17, 18 1/2 and 20-inches.

The weather was unbearably hot, but that didn’t stop the anglers
fishing on the charter boat, “Katydid” from returning to Lewes
Harbour Marina with triggerfish, flounder, sea bass and banded
rudderfish.  Bob Murphy (left) caught a 4 lb. 8 oz. triggerfish and
Chris Thawley boated a 6 lb. 3 oz. flounder.
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During an overnight trip to the Baltimore Canyon, Jeff Ekas from
Natrona Heights, PA caught a 37-inch mahi while fishing on the
“FOMO”.  Jeff and his group also released mako sharks and a blue
shark during their trip.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.

This group of anglers fishing on the headboat, “Morning Star”
fought a dead current for most of the day but managed to catch some
nice size flounder, led by Greg Hellman who had his limt by 10:30
AM and Dan Shive who caught the pool winner with a 21 1/4-incher.
Also pictured is Jordan and Amelia Hendricks, Ed Skripeck and Roy
Hurd.  All were caught on natural bottom with a variety of bait.
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During a trip on the “Stampede” with Bob DiFebo, Sr., Bryan
Muzik and Bob DiFebo, Jr, five-year-old angler Luca DiFebo of
Millville, DE caught a 17-inch flounder and followed that up with a
26-incher that tipped the scale at 5 lbs. 11 oz.  Both fish were hooked
on white Gulp artificial baits at “A” Buoy.

Catherine Casino escaped “The Swamp”, otherwise known as
Washington, DC and spent part of a day fishing on the headboat,
“Angler” in the Delaware Bay.  Catherine was rewarded with a 1 lb.
2 oz. citation kingfish that she fooled with a chunk of clam.
Weighed at Lewes Harbour Marina.
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Jerry Fox was soaking squid on an ocean reef when he caught
3 flounder, weighing up to 3 lbs., during a trip aboard the headboat,
“Angler” with Capt. Chris Mizurak and mates Rich Fouts and Dean
Lo.  The “Angler” is docked at Capt. Bill Bunting’s Angler Dock.

Joe Young from Bloomsburg, PA caught 2 flounder, measuring
16 3/4 and 18 1/2-inches, while drifting Gulp artificial baits in the
East Channel.  Joe, pictured with Bryson Young, was fishing on the
charter boat, “On the Run” with Capt. Dave Caffrey and is pictured
back at Bahia Marina in Ocean City, MD.
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Brandon Vermillion caught this good size female mahi while
trolling a naked ballyhoo near the Rockpile.  Brandon was fishing
on the “FFMD” with Capt. Paul Robertson and mate Joey Hurley.

Russ Hobbs took a quick trip after work to the Thorofare where
he caught a couple of flounder and some croakers.  The flounder
measured 17 and 21-inches and were caught on minnow and squid
combinations.  Russ was fishing on his 26-foot center console,
“Making Reel Time”.
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John Albanese, IV from Millsboro, DE caught this 23-inch
flounder on squid and shiners at “B” Buoy.  The fish weighed 4 lbs.
6 oz. on the scale at Rick’s Bait & Tackle in Long Neck, DE.

Phil Watts caught his limit of 4 flounder while fishing over an
ocean reef on the headboat, “Angler” with Capt. Chris Mizurak and
mates Rich Fouts and Dean Lo.  All of the fish were hooked on strips
of squid with the heaviest weighing 2 lbs. 12 oz.
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Preston Walls and Glenn Rothschild were fishing around the Rt.
50 Bridge when they caught 3 keeper flounder measuring up to
21-inches.  All of the bites came on live bunker during the incoming
tide while fishing on the “One More Drift”.

This 13-inch toadfish was fooled with a live minnow in the bay
behind Snug Harbor by angler Phil Yakim on the “One More Drift”.
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It was Doubleheader Day on the headboat, “Angler” with both Michael Plaxton and Tom Adkins showing off the two-bangers they
caught while dropping bucktails at the Old Grounds.  As always, Capt. Chris Mizurak was at the wheel and Rich Fouts and Dean Lo were
working the deck.
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Judy Barnhardt is pleased as punch with the 16 1/2-inch flounder
she caught while drifting a live minnow in the bay behind the
Ocean City Airport.

Cliff Grunstra had reason to smile after catching his limit of
flounder and a 32-inch mahi during a trip to “B” Buoy with Mike
Dmiterchik.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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BLUE MARLIN
99” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

WHITE MARLIN
66” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

SWORDFISH
47” Lower Jaw Fork Length

1 per person / 4 per private vessel 
1 per person / 6 per charter vessel

DOLPHIN
No minimum length
10 per person/day

WAHOO
No minimum length
2 per person/day

BIGEYE TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

No creel limit

BLUEFIN TUNA
(Recreational)

2 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”
(Charter Boat)

3 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”

Northern and Southern Trophy
Fishery closed 

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

3 per person/day

SHARKS
AUTHORIZED SPECIES

No Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead, 

-------
54” Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common
Thresher, Oceanic Whitetip,
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic

Blacknose
------

78” Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, Scalloped

Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead, 
Only 1 shark from the lists above may

be retained per vessel per trip.  In addition,
1 Atlantic Sharpnose and 1 Bonnethead
may be retained per person per trip.  No
size or creel limits on dogfish sharks.

------
83” Minimum Fork Length

Shortfin mako
------

Prohibited Sharks
Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand
Tiger, Bigeye Sixgill, Bigeye Thresher,
Bignose, Caribbean Reef, Caribbean
Sharpnose, Dusky, Galapagos, Longfin
Mako, Narrowtooth, Night, Sand Tiger,

Sevengill, Sixgill, Smalltail,
Whale, White

Bonito vs. False Albacore

Size
Also called Little Tunny.  Commonly found in sizes that range
from 1 lb. up to 15 lbs.  Can reach 30 lbs.  World record was set
in 2006 at 36.0 lbs.

Distinguishing Characteristics
• Rich blue on top and silvery below
• Wavy patterns on upper side that never extend farther
forward  than the middle of the 1st dorsal fin.
• Spots around pectoral fin

Habitat
On the Atlantic coast, they can be found as far north as Cape

Cod, Massachusetts and as far south as Florida and throughout
the waters of the Gulf of Mexico.  They tend to be closer to
shore than most tuna but can be abundant in offshore ocean
waters   Lives in schools based primarily on fish size rather
than species, so Atlantic bonito may also be present.

Size
The average is 4-10 lbs. but can get to over 18 lbs.  World record
was set in 2000 at 18 lbs. 4 oz.

Distinguishing Characteristics
• Straight horizontal markings on upper half of body
• No spots on lower half.
• Two dorsal fins are not divided
• No teeth

Habitat
The Atlantic bonito can be found  in tropical and temperate

waters of the Atlantic Ocean from Argentina to Nova Scotia and
from South Africa to Norway.
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IT’S OVER! The 2018
fishing and boating season IS
OVER! 
Well not exactly – I only

said that to ruffle some
feathers and grab your
attention. This season
definitely has a few more
months to go and will allow
both inshore and offshore
anglers wonderful
opportunities to enjoy some of
the best fishing of the year.
HOWEVER, for some anglers,
it really is over because the
end of summer brings with it
the start of school, hunting
seasons, weather changes,
football and any of a thousand
other distractions that will
draw them away from
spending much, if any, time
on the water.
Whether it’s now, next

week, next month or not until

the waters are locked up with
the first layer of ice, sooner or
later every fisherman will
arrive at the day when their
season really is officially over.
Admitting that time has come
is something anglers are
always reluctant to do. We
know there’s good fishing
ahead, and we optimistically
hold out hope that we’ll have
the opportunity to get in on it,
but with so much else on our
fall schedules, we also know
that there is little or no chance
of it happening.
While there’s nothing

wrong with keeping the faith
that we’ll get one or two
fishing trips in before
officially calling it “quits”,
problems arise when our
boats, tackle, and equipment
sit neglected for the few
weeks or months it takes us to

now. The same holds true for
any major or minor projects
that will need to be done to
your boat between now and
next season.  Start now
because what you think
should be a one week job
could take months to
complete and that could
seriously cut into next year’s
fishing season if you wait
until the winter to get started.
Off season tackle service

should be of primary concern
to all anglers, especially those
who fish for big game.
Considering the price and
quantity of reels needed to
effectively fish offshore,
proper upkeep will not only
ensure reliable operation, it
will also help maintain the
value of the investment.
Reels should always be

removed from the rods and
wiped down with an oily rag.
If you know that you are
going to change the line, go
ahead and at least take the old
stuff off the spool now. This
will allow you to clean the
spool itself and prevent
corrosion that might result
from water trapped under the
line. This is also a good time to
inspect, clean and lubricate
the inside of the reels. Anglers
who are even just a “little”
handy with tools should have
no problem removing a side
plate and looking inside at the
gears to ensure that there is
adequate lubrication and no
signs of water, sand or grime.
If you can do this yourself, go
for it, otherwise take it to
Atlantic Tackle in West Ocean
City and let Dennis do it for
you. Do this now to avoid the
spring rush.
Besides a little clean up

and light lubrication, rods
don’t typically need a whole
lot of upkeep.  But inspection
is necessary and will
sometimes reveal finish worn
down to the wraps, frozen or
worn rollers, grooved guides
or corroded real seats. Here
again, if you can fix it
yourself, do it, otherwise get
your tackle off to a qualified
rod repair shop as soon as
possible.
Hooks, lures, rigs, leaders,

finally admit “yeah – it’s
over!” Whether it’s an
outboard motor or a spinning
reel, in the rather harsh
saltwater environment we live
in, sitting idle and unattended
can be a bad thing for the tools
of our trade that are not
properly prepared for
extended inactivity.
As sportsmen we

accumulate a lot of “stuff”.
That’s not necessarily a bad
thing. It’s just that, like
everything else we stockpile
in life, it all has to be kept
somewhere and it all requires
some level of maintenance,
which in itself can be both a
hassle and a blessing.
Unfortunately, a lot of folks
wait too long to start
preparing their boats, tackle,
and equipment for the long
winter hibernation ahead – an
error they will end up paying
for in both time and money
next spring when they find
that some of their stuff needs
to be replaced or repaired
because they neglected it at
the end of this season.
Working on our fishing and
boating gear is both good for
our stuff as it is good for our
spirits as such chores keeps us
engaged in our passion even if
we don’t have the opportunity
to get out and fish. But when
their season stalls to an end
anglers need to get on with
the maintenance and storage
of their gear and not put off
till tomorrow what they can
and should do today.
One of the best things folks

can do once they’re done with
their boat is to get it out of the
water and properly
winterized and stored. A
vessel in the water requires a
lot of looking after, and if it’s
not being used frequently
problems can arise that go
unnoticed until it’s too late
and something catastrophic
happens. In a few weeks local
boat technicians are going to
be really busy winterizing
everyone and their brother’s
boat. Don’t procrastinate, if
you’re done with your vessel
you can avoid much of the
rush by getting her cleaned
up, pickled and put away
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swivels, crimps, floats and
anything you’ve had on the
end of your line probably
started out in a neat and
orderly tackle box or drawer.
By the end of a busy fishing
season, on many boats such
containers have been
rendered down to a stinking
mass of rubber skirts, chalky
lead and rusty hooks all
tangled up and held together
by a twisted web of
monofilament and steel
leaders. More than one
fisherman has opted to chuck
the whole mess in the garbage
and buy all new stuff rather
than have to deal with
untangling, cleaning and re-
rigging everything after it’s
been sitting in such a state for
six months.
My solution to terminal

tackle management is to de-
rig everything, wash it all in
warm soapy water, then re-rig
just the lures and rigs I know
for sure I’ll be using next
season. Hooks, swivels,
crimps, weights and floats are
sorted, inspected and put back
into clean drawers. I always
like to replace monofilament
leaders before the new season
starts. It doesn’t take much
use before these leaders cloud
over and lose much of their
transparent camouflage and
clear, fresh mono and
fluorocarbon leaders always
outperform those that have
clouded-up over time.

Whether they do it in the
bay or offshore, anyone who
does much bottom fishing
probably goes through a lot of
rigs either because they lose
them to snags or they just get
torn up from general use. Just
like fresh leader material, new
rigs catch more fish because
they’re less visible and they’re
less likely to spin, twist or do
other things they’re not
designed to. It’s so much more
efficient to leisurely make rigs
while sitting at home in a
comfortable chair in a
comfortable environment than
to try hustle through getting it
done from a rocking boat in
the middle of a hot bite. An
entire season’s worth of rigs
can be made in one sitting,
leaving “one less thing” to
have to worry about this
summer.
The big “put-away” at the

end of the season provides a
great chance to go through the
tackle box and ensure that
every lure, hook, sinker,
swivel and everything else in
there is 100% ready to be
fished. Close inspection of
every bit of terminal tackle
will reveal what’s good-to-go,
what needs to be fixed and
what needs to be pitched-out.
Anglers should look closely at
all hooks, particularly the
ones on lures. So often
corrosion will form on the
very tip of hooks and the
sharp points dissolve away

leaving nothing but a blunt
end. Most lures are designed
so that their hooks can be
easily replaced, but it’s not the
kind of task an angler wants to
discover is needed when
they’re out on the water and
need to use that lure. 
There’s no need for anyone

to rush this fishing season to
an early end. But those who
are able to take a realistic look
at their own schedule and
know when the time has
arrived to start cleaning,
oiling, winterizing and
putting away all their fishing
and boating “stuff” will be in
much better shape next year
when they happily start
getting it all back out and
ready for the new season
ahead.
With this being the last

weekly edition of the Coastal
Fisherman until the famous

“Winter Issue” hits the streets,
I guess it’s time for me to sign-
off for a while and wish
everyone the best in the hopes
that whenever they decide to
call it quits this season that
their “no-fishing period” is
neither too long or too painful.
In the months to come I’ll
finish out my Ocean City
charter season sometime in the
fall, then hopefully find time
to shoot a couple deer, teach a
couple captain’s classes, and
NOT break my leg before
finally heading south in early
February for a three month
guiding gig in the lower Keys.
Have a great fall and winter
season!

Capt. Mark Sampson is an
outdoor writer and captain of the
charter boat, “Fish Finder”,
docked at the Ocean City Fishing
Center.
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While fishing over an ocean wreck and natural bottom, this group of anglers on the headboat,
“Morning Star” returned to the Ocean City Fishing Center with catches of some beautiful flounder that
measured up to 23-inches.  Five anglers caught their limit of 4 keeper flatties and there was good action
for everyone around the rail.  Pictured are Craig McIlrathe with the 23-inch pool winner, Bill Skoken,
Joel Okronly, David Dove, April Sager, David Gaestel, Bob “The Warden” Houser and Daniel Stehmen.
All of the fish were caught on clams, squid, Gulp and cut bait.

Dominic Terraccino from
Drums, PA caught his very first
fish, a kingfish, while soaking
bait in the surf off 127th Street
in Ocean City, MD.
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Warren Myers of Dagsboro, DE went home with his limit of
4 flounder after fishing with bucktails tipped with Gulp artificial
baits at the Old Grounds.  Warren’s two heaviest fish weighed 3 lbs.
3 oz. and 3 lbs. 5 oz. on the scale at Hook’em & Cook’em in the
Indian River Marina.

COFISH 40-59.qxp_COFISH 40-59  9/18/18  3:48 PM  Page 3



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 42  Coastal Fisherman   September 19, 2018
is golden.  
Drain on paper towels and

serve hot.
Serves 6 as an appetizer.

Popcorn Shrimp

1 1/2 lbs. medium shrimp,
peeled, deveined tails 
and tails discarded

3 quarts peanut or 
vegetable oil

1 tsp. grated lemon zest
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 1/2 TBSP. Old Bay 
seasoning

1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cup cornstarch
2 tsp. pepper
1 tsp. baking powder
1 1/2 cups bottled clam 
juice

Toss shrimp, 1 TBSP. oil,
lemon zest, garlic and 1/2 tsp.
Old Bay seasoning in a large
bowl; refrigerate, covered, for
at least 30 minutes or up to an
hour.
Adjust oven rack to middle

position and heat oven to 200
degrees.  

Pulse to make a coarse
puree.  
Scrape down the sides.  
Add the soy sauce, chili

paste and sesame oil and
process to a smooth puree.  
Scrape the shrimp paste

into a bowl and stir in the
scallions.
Divide the shrimp paste

among the 6 slices of bread,
piling it in the center and
tapering down to the edges.  
Cut on the diagonal to

make 12 pieces.

Heat 3-inches of oil in a
saucepan to 350 to 365-
degrees.  
Fry the shrimp toast in

batches, shrimp side down,
until you see the edges have
turned golden.  
Turn and cook for a few

seconds more, until the bread

Shrimp Toast

1/2 lb. shelled medium 
shrimp

4 tsp. minced shallot
1 TBSP. minced fresh 
ginger

2 tsp. minced garlic
2 tsp. soy sauce
1-2 tsp. chile paste
1 tsp. sesame oil
1/3 cup chopped scallions
6 slices Pepperidge Farm 
Very Thin bread, crust 
removed

Peanut or vegetable oil for
deep frying

Place shrimp in freezer for
20 minutes to make sure they
are very cold.
Combine the shrimp,

shallot, ginger and garlic in a
food processor.  

Heat remaining oil in a
large dutch oven over
medium high heat to 375-
degrees.  
Combine flour, cornstarch,

remaining Old Bay, pepper
and baking powder in a large
bowl.  
Stir clam juice into flour

mixture until smooth.  
Fold marinated shrimp

into batter until evenly coated.
Working quickly, add

quarter of shrimp, one at a
time, to oil.  
Fry, stirring frequently,

until golden brown, about 2
minutes.  
Drain on paper towels,

then transfer shrimp to wire
rack set inside rimmed baking
sheet.  
Place shrimp in oven.  
Bring oil back to 375

degrees and  repeat with
remaining shrimp.  
Serves 4.

Grilled Salmon

1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup low sodium soy 
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sauce

1/4 cup olive oil
2 tsp. lemon pepper
1 tsp. dried basil
1 tsp. dried parsley
1 tsp. dried thyme
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
4 salmon fillets, skin-on 

Whisk together all
ingredients, except the fish in
a bowl.
Pour mixture into a zip-top

plastic bag, add fish and turn
to coat.  
Seal bag, squeezing out

excess air.  
Chill at least 1 hour, or up

to 4 hours, turning
occasionally.
Preheat grill to 350-degrees

and lightly oil grate.  
Remove fish from

marinade; shake off excess.  
Discard marinade.
Arrange fish, skin side

down on grate.  
Grill, covered and without

turning over, until fish is
browned and flakes easily
with fork, 7 to 9 minutes.
Serves 4.

Creamy Parmesan
Sea Bass Bake

1 1/2 lbs. skinless sea bass
fillets

3/4 cup bottled creamy 
Italian dressing

1 cup grated Parmesan 
cheese, divided

3 cups ricotta cheese
2 large eggs beaten
1/4 cup coarsely chopped 
parsley leaves

1/4 tsp. white pepper
1 cup Italian style 
seasoned bread crumbs

Cooking spray
4 large tomato slices
4 large parsley or basil 
leaves

Combine fish and Italian
dressing in a zip-lock bag;
refrigerate 30 minutes.
Mix 3/4 cup Parmesan

with next 4 ingredients. Place
in refrigerator.
Dredge fillets in bread

crumbs mixed with remaining
Parmesan cheese.  
Place fillets in well-

buttered baking dish and

Butch Betz has to be very secure in his masculinity after fishing
with only pink Gulp artificial baits during this trip in the East
Channel.  Butch ended his day with 3 keeper flounder in the box and
11 throwbacks, with the largest measuring 19-inches.  All were
caught during the outgoing tide.
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lightly coat fish with cooking
spray.  
Bake at 375-degrees for 20

minutes.
Spread cheese mixture

over fillets.  
Lay tomatoes evenly over

top and bake for 10 minutes.  
Place a basil leaf, if using,

on each tomato.  
Place under broiler for a

minute or two.
Serves 4. 

Easy Cod Stew with
Biscuits

2 lbs. russet potatoes, 
peeled and cut in 
1/4-inch slices

1/2 tsp. garlic powder

Salt and pepper to taste
2 lbs. skinless cod fillets, 
cut into large pieces

1 stick butter, melted
1 large onion, thinly sliced
1 (16 oz.) bag mixed 
frozen vegetables, 
thawed and drained

1 (15 oz.) can stewed 
tomatoes

1/4 cup parsley, chopped
1 can Pillsbury Grands 
biscuit dough

Spread potatoes in the
bottom of a large, buttered
casserole, overlapping slightly
if necessary.  
Sprinkle with garlic

powder, plus a little salt and
pepper.

Dip each fish piece in
melted butter and place
evenly on potatoes.  
Spread onions over fish,

spread mixed vegetables over
onions; pour stewed tomatoes
with juice, over all.
Sprinkle with parsley and

bake, covered, at 375-degrees
for 25 minutes.  
Top evenly with biscuits.  
Bake uncovered for 15

minutes or until biscuits are
golden.
Serves 6.

Shrimp Chorizo
Burgers

8 oz. small or medium 
shrimp

8 oz. ground pork
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 TBSP. minced Spanish 
olives with pimento

2 tsp. sweet paprika
1 medium chipotle pepper
in adobo, plus 1 tsp. of
adobo sauce

2 scallions, chopped
2 tsp. red wine vinegar
1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. sugar
2 TBSP. olive oil
4 hamburger rolls

In a food processor, pulse
the shrimp until coarsely
chopped.
Mix the shrimp gently, but

thoroughly, with the next 9
ingredients.  
Chill mixture 15 minutes to

meld the flavors.  
Divide into patties and fry

in a large skillet in olive oil for
3 to 4 minutes per side over
medium heat.
Serve the shrimp burgers

on the rolls with lettuce, mayo,
cilantro and sprinkle of lime
juice.

Crispy Stuffed Soft
Shell Crabs

2 eggs beaten
1/4 cup milk
1/2 tsp. salt
1 clove garlic, crushed
2 TBSP. butter
2 TBSP. minced shallots
12 oz. white mushrooms, 
diced
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Ken, Larry and Kris Olenginski headed out to the waters
southeast of the Jackspot where they caught 11 dolphin on a mix of
trolled ballyhoo, artificial lures and bunker.

1 TBSP. minced parsley
1/4 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. each of salt and 
pepper

1 tsp.. flour
1/4 cup milk
1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup fine bread crumbs
2 TBSP. finely grated 
Parmesan cheese

8 cleaned and dressed 
soft-shell crabs

Combine first 4 ingredients
in a bowl and chill.
Melt butter over medium

heat and add next 6
ingredients.  
Saute until mushrooms

release juices.  
Add 1 tsp. flour, cook 2

minutes.  
Slowly add 1/4 cup milk,

stirring until thickened.  
Let cool.   
Divide stuffing between

crabs, placing some under
each shell.
Combine flour, bread

crumbs and cheese on a plate.  
Dip crabs in egg mixture,

then breading and  fry in 1/4-

inch of oil 4 to 6 minutes per
side.

Beer Mussels

3 TBSP. butter
1 large sweet onion, 
chopped

1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. black pepper
2 (12 oz.) bottles amber 
beer

1 1/2 TBSP. whole grain 
mustard

1/4 cup pickled jalapeno 
slices

2 lbs. mussels, debearded 
and scrubbed

1 small scallion thinly 
sliced

Salt to taste

Cook the onions in butter
over medium heat in a large
covered pan until softened.  
Add sugar and black

pepper.  Sauté until
caramelized.
Add beer and mustard.
Simmer, covered 10

minutes.  
Return sauce to a boil, add
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the jalapeno slices and the
mussels; cover and cook,
shaking pan frequently until
mussels open, about 7
minutes.
Divide between 2 large

bowls, discarding any
unopened mussels; sprinkle
with shallots.  Serve with rye
or pumpernickel bread.
Serves 2.

Hawaiian-Style Ahi
Poke

1/4 cup soy sauce
2 TBSP. sesame oil
1 tsp. grated fresh ginger 
root

1/3 cup thinly sliced 
green onions, plus 
more for serving

2 TBSP. crushed, roasted 
macadamia nuts

1 TBSP. finely crumbled 
dried seaweed

1/2 tsp. hot red pepper 
flakes

Crushed red pepper 
flakes

1/2 tsp. kosher salt, or to 
taste

1 lb. yellowfin tuna, cut 
into 3/4-inch cubes

1 tsp. toasted sesame 
seeds

Whisk soy sauce, sesame
oil, grated ginger, sliced
onions, macadamia nuts,
seaweed, pepper flakes, and
salt together in a bowl. 
Place cubed tuna into

bowl. 
Pour in marinade and stir

to distribute evenly. 
Cover and refrigerate 2

hours. 
Serve topped with toasted

sesame seeds, sliced green
onions, and a sprinkle of
lemon or lime juice, or
seasoned rice vinegar. 

Editors note:  This is the
final “The Galley” for Mama
Jock who is retiring after her
13th season.  The incredible
number of compliments we have
received over the years from
readers about “The Galley” is a
testament to the great job she did
each and every week.  Happy
retirement, Mama Jock!

Mariah Eshleman of East Berlin, PA caught this 18-inch flounder
in the bay behind Assateague Island while  using a grub and shiner
combination for bait.
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This 17 1/2-inch flounder is sorry it went after the jig head tipped
with a Gulp artificial bait being fished in the Indian River Inlet by
Courtney Lee of Wilmington, DE.  Photo courtesy of Hook’em &
Cook’em Tackle Shop in the Indian River Marina.

While fishing at the Outer Wall in the Delaware Bay, Jules
Mister caught a couple of triggerfish and Billy Mister boated 2 black
drum, all while using sand fleas for bait.  Photo courtesy of Lewes
Harbour Marina.
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Brian Williams (pictured) and Hillary Zellner each caught and released their first and second white marlin while fishing on the
“Slaughterhouse” with Chris Zellner, Capt. Mark Hess and super mate Pam Hess.  The 4 white marlin and a dolphin were all hooked near
the Rockpile.
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DNREC’s Division of
Fish & Wildlife

announces expansion
of recreational black
sea bass season

DNREC’s Division of Fish
& Wildlife announced
regulatory changes that
expand Delaware’s
recreational black sea bass
fishing season. The change
eliminates the previously
closed fall season of Sept.
22nd through Oct. 21st,
providing Delaware
recreational anglers
continued access to black sea
bass for 30 additional fishing
days. The new black sea bass
season runs uninterrupted
from May 15th through Dec.
31st. The 12.5-inch
recreational minimum size
limit and 15-fish daily
possession limit remain
unchanged.

The new regulation is
consistent with federal
measures and complies with
Addendum XXX to the
Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission’s
(ASMFC) Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for
Summer Flounder, Scup and
Black Sea Bass. The ASMFC’s
Black Sea Bass Management
Board approved measures
that require the southern
region states (Delaware to
North Carolina) to
implement recreational
fishery management
measures for black sea bass
consistent with those
measures required for federal
waters.  
For more information on

black sea bass regulations,
please call the Fisheries
Section at 302-739-9914 or
you can go to their website at
www.dnrec.delaware.gov/f
w/Fisheries. Delaware’s
online fishing guide is
available at
http://www.eregulations.co
m/delaware/fishing/ and is
updated as regulations
change.
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Roger Clappe, Eric VanDyke and Nick VanDyke caught 3 tuna,
including a pair of bluefins, while fishing in Massey’s Canyon on
the “Risk Reward”.  The bluefins weighed 47 and 57 lbs. on the scale
at Hook’em & Cook’em in the Indian River Marina.

Garrett Hoffman, John Hoffman, Tom Hoffman and Tony Rizzo
were drifting live bunker in the East Channel during the outgoing
tide and ended their trip with 6 flounder in the box, measuring up to
20 1/2-inches.

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limits in State Waters

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum 
4 per person/day

COBIA
No regulations in state waters

SPECKLED TROUT
12” minimum   
No daily limit

STRIPED BASS
28”- 37” and 44” and greater

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16”minimum  4 per person/day

7/17 to 12/31

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum

15 per person/day
05/15 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

3 per person/day

CROAKER
8” minimum  
No daily limit

RED DRUM
20” - 27”

5 per person/day
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Craig and Porter Krisher from Macungie, PA caught this 40 lb.
wahoo on a trolled ballyhoo at Massey’s Canyon and weighed their
catch at Rick’s Bait & Tackle in Long Neck, DE.
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There couldn’t have been much room left in the fishbox after this group spent the day bailing dolphin in waters around the Jackspot.
Pictured are Brian Rogers, Zachary Morris, David Steen and Jerry Shockley.

COFISH 40-59.qxp_COFISH 40-59  9/18/18  3:48 PM  Page 16



www.coastalfisherman.net September 19, 2018  Coastal Fisherman  Page 55

David Kapieralski went flounder fishing for the first time and
ended up catching a 19-incher in the West Channel during the
outgoing tide while using a 5-inch white Gulp Swimming Mullet
for bait.

Kern Ducote had a good season of flounder fishing and on this
day he caught another limit while fishing in the Ocean City Inlet
during the incoming tide.  The fish measured between 16 3/4 and
21 1/2-inches and were caught on Spro jigs tipped with 4-inch Gulp
shrimp and Swimming Mullets.  Surprisingly, Kern said that he just
doesn’t have any luck using live bunker for bait.
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End of season
thoughts

While the summer season
is ending in our area, the next
fishing season will be soon
beginning for those who are
headed to the southerly
fishing grounds or who enjoy
fall fishing around
Delmarva.
Whether you are on your

way south or staying in this
area, the fall is a good time to
get a head start on the
maintenance you may have
put off during peak fishing
season.
Here are a few tips for fall

maintenance:

Outboard boats
Along with other

preventative engine
maintenance, change the
lower unit oil. While this
often is required every 100
hours when in warranty,
changing the lower unit oil at
100 hours or less is a good
idea for any outboard.  The
cost of material is low and
peace of mind is high.  One
of the most important parts
of changing the lower unit oil

is to look for signs of water in
the old oil as it drains out.
Water could have leaked into
the gear case and this is one
of the best ways investigate.
Any milky or uneven color of
the old oil is a sign that there
is something wrong and
more work will need to be
done to determine the
problem.  Do not forget to
change the gearcase oil drain
and vent plug gaskets.  They
are inexpensive and besides
sealing the drain plug, they
often act as a retainer,
keeping the drain screw tight
in the lower unit.
Check the outboard

engine tilt/trim assembly.
This mechanism is often in or
under water most of the time
and contains electrical
wiring, pump, rams, etc.
There are many
opportunities for a problem
to occur with this assembly,
so check it over for problems
or potential problems to
avoid a costly issue in the
future.  The most common
problem with the trim and
tilt is the trim/tilt cylinders
seals wearing out and cause
oil to leak out of the

growth. This may require
you to remove the intake
screen if equipped.  Our
warm summer water is
perfect for the growth of
marine organisms and they
like to attach themselves to
the intakes.  Also in our area
we have a lot of sand, silt and
mud that accumulate in these
thru-hull fittings.  Often this
can be cleaned with a high
pressure garden hose or light
cleaning with a descaler
cleaner product.
Propellers - Check for

fishing line or other debris in
the propeller shaft seal of an
outboard and the cutlass
bearings of an inboard.  Even
the smallest debris can easily
ruin an outboards gear case
seal, allowing water to enter
the gear case. Check the
propeller, shaft (and cutlass if
equipped) for any damage or
wear that may have
happened during the season.
The quick way to check a
propeller to see if it is bent to
look at it from the side or
measure from a nearby fixed
point and rotate the
propeller, looking for any
uneven movement or
“wobble” while carefully
turning by hand (with gloves
to protect yourself).
The best way to check the

propeller is to remove them
and take them to a propeller
shop for inspection and

assembly.  If oil leaks out,
there is also the possibility
for water to leak in, so be
sure your seals are good and
that the oil level is correct in
the trim/tilt reservoir.
If your boat is out of the

water, there are a few areas
that should be checked:
Transducer(s) - No matter

the size, brand or style, you
should inspect your
transducer.  Make sure there
is no marine growth on the
face of the unit and there is
no paint on the face of the
unit (except for special
bottom paint). Make sure the
face of the unit (acoustic
window) is smooth and
damage free.  Check around
the transducer to be sure it is
has a proper water-tight seal
to the hull and that the
sealant is not deteriorating.
If you have a transom mount
transducer, be sure the
wiring is in good conditions
and properly attached to the
transducer and secured to
the transom. 
Thru-hull fittings - These

are often water intakes below
the water line for engines, air
conditioning, toilets, etc.  Be
sure each of these metal
fittings are structurally
sound and adequately sealed
to the bottom of the boat.
Most importantly, be sure
they are completely clean
and clear of any marine
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balancing.  Often a propeller
tune-up will restore the
smoothness of your boats
ride and increase
performance.
By performing a

thorough inspection of your
boat this fall, you will be
rewarded with extra time, if
needed, to address a problem
instead of having to work on
it during peak fishing
season.
This is the last Ship-to-

Shore column of the season.
Thanks to all of the readers
for a great season. I am
already making notes and
looking forward to next
year’s column.

Captain Steve Katz is the
owner of Steve’s Marine Service
and holds NMEA, AMEI and
NMEA2000 certificates along
with ABYC Master Technician
certification and factory
training from many
manufacturers.  To reach Steve,
call (631) 264-1600.

Although there was no sight of the Weather Channel’s Jim Cantore in town, the weather reports gave
Capt. Monty Hawkins on the headboat, “Morning Star” one last chance to hit some ocean wrecks where
he put his anglers on some flounder and black sea bass.  The flounder bite wasn’t really smoking but the
sea bass were more than willing to attack the clams, Gulp, shrimp and cut bait that the anglers were
soaking.  Pictured are Keith Smith, with the pool winner, a 21 1/2-inch sea bass, “Hurricane” Murray
Adams, Walter Cofiel, Daniel Stehman, Kenneth Smith, Brian Carneico and James Russel.  Capt. Monty
was at the wheel and mates Taylor Thornton and Daniel Altfather worked the deck.  The “Morning Star”
is docked at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

May 9, 2018
John Unkart

Assateague Island
12 lbs. 

May 30, 2018
John Douds
Fenwick Surf
12 lbs. 3 oz.

Black Drum June 28, 2018
John Collins
“On the Run”

10 lbs.

May 24, 2018
Trent Hill
Coral Beds
66.5 lbs.

Bluefish

August 12, 2018
Madison Jones
1 mile off OC
65 lbs.

August 10, 2018
John Burbage
Bethany Coast
79.4 lbs.

Cobia

August 7, 2018
Angela Campbell
Reef off OC
8 lbs.

May 11, 2018
Sheila Stohler
Delaware Bay
9 lbs. 13 oz.

Flounder

July 11, 2018
Tim Matteson
“Angler”
4 lbs. 5 oz.

June 16, 2018
Randy Eddinger
Radford Wreck
4 lbs. 10 oz.

Sea Bass

August 28, 2018
Dan Kous
South Jetty
15 lbs. 3 oz.

August 1, 2018
Ted Garman
Ice Breakers
10 lbs. 10 oz.

Sheepshead

May 28, 2018
Rick Thomas

Assateague Island
26 lbs. 12 oz.

May 24, 2018
Susan Krepshaw
Indian River Inlet
31 lbs. 10 oz.

Striped Bass

April 18, 2018
Ron McClelland
“Fish Bound”
23 lbs. 9 oz.

April 16, 2018
Paul Daisey
Ocean Wreck
12 lbs.

Tautog

June 21, 2018
Jennifer Kellington

“Get Sum
6 lbs.

June 2, 2018
Matt Boyer

Indian River Inlet
6 lbs. 6 oz.

Weakfish

Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

June 16, 2018
Crew

“Foolish Pleasures”
636 lbs.

June 18, 2018
Crew

“FOMO”
205 lbs.

Thresher Shark June 2, 2018
Nick Skidmore

Cigar
644.9 lbs.

August 25, 2018
Wolf Family
“A” Buoy
252 lbs.

Mako Shark

June 20, 2018
John Curry

Baltimore Canyon
235 lbs.

June 19, 2018
Debbie Mumford

“Last $”
106.5 lbs.

Bigeye Tuna

June 24, 2018
Justin Burt
“Over-Board”
185 lbs.

July 20, 2018
Rob Thompson
Massey’s Canyon

186 lbs.

Bluefin Tuna

June 10, 2018
Pete Gudaitis

Wilmington Canyon
41 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Longfin Tuna

August 17, 2018
Nancy Kohl

“A Salt Weapon III”
112 lbs.

July 5, 2018
Johnny Coffiey
Baltimore Canyon

97.1 lbs.

Yellowfin Tuna

August 7, 2018
Lou Genello

Poor Man’s Canyon
50 lbs.

August 16, 2018
George Packard
Baltimore Canyon

28.6 lbs.

Dolphin

August 26, 2018
Aaron Metheny
“Finatic”
72 lbs.

July 20, 2018
Mo Hussin

Massey’s Canyon
66 lbs.

Wahoo

September 1, 2018
“Buckshot”
15 releases

August 9, 2018
“Hollywood”
4 releases

White Marlin Most Releases in 1 Day (trolling only)
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Anglers on the “Even Keeleigh” ventured out to the Rockpile
where they deep dropped squid and cut bait for blueline tilefish and
black sea bass.  Pictured are Mike Babcock, Tom Schanno, Brandon
Arnett and Ian Fifer.  Photo courtesy of Hook’em & Cook’em in the
Indian River Marina.

Alexis Zolper and her cousin, Jeb Zolber, both from Rehoboth
Beach, DE were fishing by the Delaware Lightship when they
caught 10 mahi while bailing with chunks of mullet.  Their largest
fish, caught by Alexis, weighed 3 lbs. on the scale at Hook’em &
Cook’em in the Indian River Marina.
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There was a good flounder bite in the Thorofare on this day
when John Blische, Bob Weaver and Curtis Day caught 5 keepers
ranging in size from 18 to 23-inches.  All of the fish were hooked on
live mullet during the incoming tide.

Preston and Debbie Walls ventured out to the Great Eastern Reef
where they caught 8 mahi, 3 flounder and a triggerfish.  Their largest
flounder measured 21-inches.  All of the fish were caught on live
bunker.

Ricky Mills from Lewes, DE was fishing with sand fleas over
ocean structure when he caught a pair of triggerfish measuring
13 and 14 1/2-inches.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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FULL MOON
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