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It was an early day on Monday for anglers fishing on the charter boat, “Marli” when they arrived back at Sunset Marina with a box full
of yellowfins.  They ended up with 30 yellowfins, catching 18 by 7:30 AM and the rest by 9:29 AM.  The tunas were hooked on trolled
spreader bars and daisy chains in 80 fathoms in the Baltimore Canyon.  Fishing with Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Josh Lowery and Dakota
Bittner were Mike Bostic, Sr. Mike Bostic, Jr. Josh Mitchell, Jim Kimble, Paul Miles, Gary Fuss and Bryan Marshall.
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Last Friday, yellowfin tuna were really snapping from the
southern end of the Poor Man’s Canyon down to the northern tip of
the Norfolk Canyon and the anglers on the charter boat, “Game
Over” were there to jump on the action.  They returned to the Ocean
City Fishing Center with a couple of mahi and 13 yellowfins,
including a 71.5 pounder caught by Robert Rhoads.  Joining Robert
were anglers Scott Wallace, Chad Gordon, Chris Beauchemin, Mike
McDonald, Paul Casto, Capt. Steve Pfeiffer and mate Nick Pfeiffer.
The bite was in 200 fathoms in the south Poor Man’s Canyon with
water temperatures between 68 and 70-degrees.

It may not be a big one, but it is the first speckled trout we have
seen so far this year.  Dave Taylor from Towson, MD hooked the
16-inch fish on a white Gulp Swimming Mullet in the bay behind
Assateague Island while fishing on the charter boat, “Get Sum” with
Capt. Nick Clemente and mate Willie Poole.
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Haley Zuber from Boyertown, PA is all smiles as she shows off
the 18 1/2-inch flounder she caught on a Gulp artificial bait in the
Indian River Bay.  Photo courtesy of Rick’s Bait & Tackle.
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It was a crazy week of
fishing out of Ocean  City last
week.  Horrible windy
weather kept anglers at the
dock on many days, but when
a small window opened up on
Friday and Saturday we saw
some of the most incredible
tuna action we have seen in a
long time.

Tuna & Dolphin
When boats could break

the Inlet late last week, they
found epic tuna fishing in the
south Poor Man’s Canyon and
between the Washington and
Norfolk Canyons.  It started on
Wednesday when the charter
boat, “Marli” ventured down
to the southern tip of the Poor
Man’s and returned with 18
yellowfins and 10 mahi in the
box.  They also  RELEASED
another 58 yellowfins during
their trip.  Also on Wednesday,
“Blood Money” returned with

15 yellowfins and 3 bigeyes.
Friday saw another good

bite in the Poor Man’s and
Washington Canyons and on
Saturday all hell broke loose
with boats returning early due
to building seas and fish boxes
full of yellowfins and dolphin.
Leading the charge was the
“Reel Chaos” with 27
yellowfins in addition to a
white marlin release.  The
white marlin hit at the same
time as 11 yellowfins and
incredibly, they not only
released the marlin, but
decked 9 of the 11 yellowfins.
Some of the other boats

that had an exceptional day
were the charter boat, “Moore
Bills” (21), “Rippin Lips” (18)
“Fish On” (15) and “Gret’s
Three J’s” (14).  Unfortunately,
Sunday was a blowout, but
I’m sure boat captains are
chomping at the bit to get back
out there, especially for this
weekend’s CBSFA Tuna
Tournament (see Upcoming
Tournament section).
Another example of how

good the tuna bite was over
the weekend was seen at the
scale of the Small Boat
Tournament where 23 of the 29
boats that fished on Saturday
weighed fish.  We have never
seen that high of a
percentage... ever!  The “Sea
Salt” took top honors in the
Tuna Division with a 55.2
pounder, followed by a 53.4 lb.
yellowfin caught on the
“Sindaco”. Most of the
yellowfins brought to the scale

were in the 28 lb. to 33 lb.
range, but several topped 40
lbs.
Right before this issue was

sent to the press on Monday,
the charter boat, “Marli”
arrived at Sunset Marina with
30 yellowfins and “Rhonda’s
Osprey” put 18 on the dock,
both after spending the
morning trolling in 80 to 100
fathoms in the Baltimore
Canyon.  Other boats were on
their way back to the marina
with numerous yellowfins as
well, including another 20
caught on the charter boat,
“Reel Chaos” and 18 on the
“Boss Hogg”.
Boats arriving last week

with yellowfins in the box
inevitably had a few dolphin
as well.  Nothing huge, but
nice fish.  In the Small Boat
Tournament, “Black Magic”
won 1st place with a 14
pounder and anglers on the
charter boat, “Oppor-Tuna-Ty
Too” won 2nd place with a
13.8 lb. dolphin.

Marlin
The big marlin news of the

week was the first blue marlin
being released on Saturday by
anglers fishing on the charter
boat, “Pumpin Hard”.  Capt.
Mike Burt had his guys in 200
fathoms between the
Washington and Norfolk
Canyons and estimated the
blue marlin at around 500 lbs.
Ironically, his is the same week
that the first blue marlin was
caught last year.

Sharks
With all the tuna action on

Saturday, it was easy to miss
the 170 lb. mako shark caught
aboard the “Hammer Down”.
The mako, along with 10
yellowfins and 9 mahi were
hooked in 500 fathoms below

This Week Last Year
• First white marlin was

caught in the Poor Man’s.
•First blue marlin was

caught in 500 fathoms
between the Baltimore and
Poor Man’s.
•A 636 lb. mako was

caught in the Norfolk.
•Tuna fishing was

exceptional between the
Washington and Poor Man’s
Canyons.
•Weakfish were caught

at the South Jetty.
•Sea bass fishing was

tough.  A lot of throwbacks.
•Flounder fishing much

improved in the bay.  Best
action was near the duck
blinds behind Assateague.
•The flounder bite in the

East Channel improved for
anglers drifting bucktails
tipped with Gulp.
•A few cobia were

hooked in the Inlet.
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the Washington Canyon.
Also on Saturday, anglers

on the charter boat, “Last
Call” found blacktips and
spinners at the Fingers.
Although not out of Ocean

City, there were a couple of
threshers caught last week at
the Old Grounds.  The “C-
Monster” captured a 528
pounder on a mackerel fillet
and the “Hook It Up” returned
with a 430 pounder fooled
with a bunker.

Sea Bass
Windy weather really put a

damper on sea bass fishing
last week.  On Friday, Capt.
Monty on the “Morning Star”
reported a fussy early
morning bite, but improved as
the day went on.  His anglers
found enough fish biting for
some anglers to reach double-
digits.
In the Small Boat

Tournament, the only sea bass
weighed came in on the
“Ready or Not” after they
fished out at the Twin Wrecks.
The junior anglers caught 6
sea bass with their heaviest 3
weighing 2.8, 2.8 and 3.2 lbs.

They also had 14 throwbacks,
all caught on clams.

Striped Bass
Schoolie stripers are still

being caught around the Rt. 50
Bridge by anglers tossing Roy
Rigs or any soft plastic
artificial bait.
On Tuesday evening, Mike

Johnston did catch a nice 34
1/2-inch striper while tossing
a 3/4 oz. bucktail at the South
Jetty.  He also had 5
throwbacks during his trip.

Speckled Trout
On Friday, Dave Taylor

was fishing on the charter
boat, “Get Sum” when he
caught a 16-inch speckled
trout in the bay behind
Assateague.  This was the first
one of the year.

Flounder
It was not a stellar week for

flounder fishing due to dirty
water conditions, but we did
see a few nice catches come in,
especially from the bay behind
Assateague Island near the
duck blinds and further north
towards the Inlet.  On
Wednesday, the charter boat,
“Lucky Break” had 9 keepers,

measuring up to 21 1/2-
inches.  All were caught near
the north end  opening to the
bay behind Assateague Island
while using Gulp and Z-Man
artificial baits.
As this report is being

written on Monday morning,
the charter boat, “Get Sum” is
coming in with 6 flounder in
the box after drifting Gulp
baits in the East and West
Channels.  Their largest
measured 18-inches.
We are still seeing some

flounder come in from anglers
slow trolling across the
Thorofare flats.  From what I
understand, having some type
of blade on your rig is helping
to attract flounder in the dirty
water.  I’m sure scented baits
like Gulp, Tsunami Tide and
American Stink are also
beneficial.

In the Surf
Typical for this time of

year, sharks, skates and rays
are leading the charge in the
surf, but we did see an
unusual catch last Wednesday
when Jim Thompson caught a
pompano while fishing off

Fenwick Island.  He hooked it
while using Fishbites for bait. 
Upcoming Tournament
Timing is everything and it

looks like this weekends 1st
Annual Chesapeake Bay Sport
Fishing Association Tuna
Tournament will hopefully see
a lot of action coming in from
the canyons.  If it is anything
like last weekend, the action at
the scale will be incredible and
fun to watch.  Anglers can fish
2 of 3 days on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday with weigh-ins at
Sunset Marina from 4:00 PM to
7:30 PM.  Several entry levels
will be available from $200 up
to $2,000 so there should be
plenty of money on the table.
For more information, call 410-
868-5488.
If you have junior anglers

who love to fish then you will
want to check out this
weekends Kids Catch-All
Tournament at the Indian
River Marina.  Registration is
on Friday, June 21st and
fishing days are Saturday and
Sunday.  
Until next week, I’ll see

you at the scales!
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On Saturday morning, Bob Bialozynski, Jr. from Eldersburg,
MD caught this 23-inch, 5 lb. 6 oz. flounder while drifting a white
Gulp Swimming Mullet in the West Channel between Gudelsky
Park and the mouth of Sunset Marina.  Bob was fishing with Bob
Bialozynski, Sr. from Bowleys Quarters, MD and Elle Bialozynski
from Eldersburg, MD.  Pictured at the Coastal Fisherman office on
Sunset Avenue in West Ocean City.

Mike Johnston took time off from preparing fine cuisine at the
Ocean City Marlin Club to do some striper fishing around the South
Jetty and captured this 34 1/2-incher on a white bucktail.  He also
hooked 5 throwback stripers during the early evening trip.
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Daiwa SP Minnows have been a good lure this season for
anglers targeting striped bass and that is what Carl Swinn from
Gettysburg, PA was tossing in the Indian River Inlet when he
caught this pair of keepers that measured 32 and 34-inches.  Pictured
at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Dallas Johnson and Jaiden Jester drifted the Lewes Canal and
came home with 5 keeper flounder in the box.  The fish measured up
to 20-inches and were caught on white bucktails tipped with white
Gulp artificial baits.
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I stopped by the boat
yesterday afternoon to chat
with Dad about our prospects
of getting our charter trip in
today.  Since I am sitting at my
desk typing right now you can
guess what decision we made.
Just a little breezy for my taste.
Some boats did go however.  I
don’t fault them for their
decision.  They know their boat,
their crew’s tolerance for rough
seas and generally just how
mad they are at the fish and
how badly they want to go after
them.  From the Inreach texts I
am receiving I think I made the
right call in regard to the sea
conditions and maybe the
wrong call as far as the fishing.
It sounds like the tuna are
biting pretty good.  But I have a
saying, “if you have to spend
more time hanging on instead
of hanging on to fish, it just
ain’t worth it!”
While I was talking with

Dad about the weather
yesterday, I was thinking about
how our perspective has
changed on this topic over the
years.  Back in the mid-80s,
some folks on the dock took to
calling Dad by the nickname
“Hurricane Frank” because no
matter how much wind there
was or how big the seas were it
was very seldom too much or
too big.  I guess that kind of

falls back on one of dear old
Dad’s life mottos, ”There is no
substitute for youth and
horsepower.”
A little over thirty years

later, Dad doesn’t take as many
chances with the weather.  I am
guessing he is older and wiser,
or maybe just not as mad at the
fish as he was in those days.  He
might have lost some of the
youth but the “Last Call” was
repowered with bigger engines
a few years back, so we have
more horsepower to make up
for it!  That being said, we still
tend to error on the side of
caution these days.  The fish
will still be there when the
wind calms down.
After we made our decision

to postpone today’s charter, I
took a stroll down the dock to
see what the other guys were
thinking.  In my marina a few
guys were getting ready to go
and some weren’t.  Some of the
guys knew they were going to
take a beating weatherwise, but
the prospect of a wide open
tuna bite eased their future
pain.  My buddy Capt. Steve on
the “Game Over” even said that
he would be just fine.  The
beating wouldn’t be until the
ride home when the fish box
was going to be full.  I hope he
was right on the latter part at
least!

After I got home from the
marina I gave another good
friend a call to see his thoughts
on the weather (I was already
second guessing myself, I
guess).  Capt. Gary on the
“Buckshot” is one of the more
experienced captains in town
and I hold his opinion in very
high regard.  He served in the
United States Coast Guard as a
young man and has run boats
all over the world.  If there were
such a thing as boxes on his
resume, he has them all
checked.  Capt. Gary felt the
same way about the weather as
I did, so that was reassuring to
me.  One thing I found really
interesting from our
conversation was one of his
weather predicting methods.
He was looking at the shape of
the cloud formations and the
way they were moving.  He
could tell that it was going to be
honking out of the
west/northwest just by looking
at the clouds.  I knew what he
was talking about.  It’s one of
those things you don’t learn
overnight, it comes from
experience.  Just like when we
get exceptional VHF radio
reception the day prior to a
hard southwesterly blow.
Talking to my friends in North
Carolina and North Jersey is
cool, but it almost always
means that I will be spending
the next day watching the flags
standing straight out in the
breeze.
Speaking of flags, I couldn’t

help but notice how beat up my
flags were already this spring.

That says a little something
about how windy it has been.
On my boat we fly three flags
(other than fish flags after a
trip).  Old Glory is tethered to
the highest position on our
tower on the port side and the
Stars and Bars flies on the other
side of the tower, a bit lower.  As
it has for 30 plus years.  I won’t
get into a political debate about
what is the correct thing to do
these days.  I will defer to
history texts and leave it at that.
The last flag flies on the port
side outrigger well below the
other two.  It is a 2020 campaign
flag for President Trump.  I had
to replace that one yesterday.  It
was pretty tattered.  Thankfully,
I have a full supply of more.
Maybe the wind will let up
sometime soon and take it
easier on me and my flags.
I will leave you with one

parting thought on the weather.
An old salt once told me, “it is
better to be safe at the dock
wishing you were out fishing
than out fishing wishing you
were safe back at the dock.”
Solid words to live by.  Even if
the tunas are biting.

Capt Franky Pettolina is Co-
Captain of the charter boat, “Last
Call” which is docked at the Ocean
City Fishing Center, owner of
Pettolina Marine Surveying, Inc.
and multi-term President of the
Ocean City Marlin Club.  If you
would like to book a charter on the
“Last Call”, please call 443-783-
3699 or 410-251-0575.
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Last Saturday, the first blue marlin of the season was caught and
released after a team effort by Gary Simmons, John Ramsel and Kyle
Headley while fishing on the charter boat, “Pumpin Hard” with
Chad Nixon, Howard Long, Lee Hensley, Capt. Mike Burt and mates
Dave Burt and Brian Denton.  The anglers also caught 8 yellowfins
and 2 mahi while trolling in 200 fathoms between the Washington
and Norfolk Canyons.  The blue marlin was estimated at 500 lbs. and
was caught on at trolled ballyhoo.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Tony Stowers, Andrew Smith, Tony Freiji, Jr., Mike Freiji, Tony
Freiji, Sr. and Jeff Rosenkilde had a great trip on Saturday, returning
with a 170 lb. mako shark, 10 yellowfin tuna and 9 mahi.  All were
caught on the “Hammer Down” in 500 fathoms below the
Washington Canyon in 68 to 72-degree water.  The mako ate a
skipjack tuna fillet and the yellowfins and mahi were hooked on
ballyhoo and spreader bars.  Pictured at Atlantic Tackle.

Jason Felty, Jesse Stahlman, Nick Bradenbaugh and Mike Hawn,
all from York, PA took a morning trip on the charter boat, “Lucky
Break” with Capt. Jason Mumford and mate Ethan Nock.  They
ended up with 5 keeper flounder in the box measuring up to
18-inches while drifting Gulp and Z-Man artificial baits around the
South Jetty.  The “Lucky Break” is docked at Frontier Town.

COFISH 1-19.qxp_COFISH 20-39  6/19/19  9:06 AM  Page 13



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 14  Coastal Fisherman   June 19, 2019

COFISH 1-19.qxp_COFISH 20-39  6/19/19  9:06 AM  Page 14



www.coastalfisherman.net June 19, 2019  Coastal Fisherman  Page 15

Anglers who headed south to between the Washington and
Norfolk Canyons last Friday found an incedible yellowfin bite.  On
this trip, Tom Purvis, Tommy Collins, Joe Way, Colby Way and Nick
Miller caught 10 yellowfins and a mahi while fishing on “The
Zipper” with Capt. Zip Zajdel and mate Dominic DiSanto.  The fish
were caught on trolled ballyhoo and spreader bars in 72-degree
water.  Pictured at Sunset Marina in West Ocean City.

We alerted everyone that the flounder bite on ocean structure
was getting better and here is some proof.  Anglers on the charter
boat, “Katydid” returned with a boat limit of 40 flatties after
dropping silversides and squid on open bottom at the Old Grounds.
Fishing with Capt. Brent Wiest and mate Chris Vann were Mike
Surowick, Scott Shoup, Ron Minstretta, Bill Hughes, Ernie Stone,
John Gudkneckt, Bob Murphy (not pictured) and Dick Ennis (not
pictured).

Last Saturday, Dave Twardowski, Chuck Egan and Frank
Aruffo, all from Wilmington, DE took turns muscling in this 528 lb.
thresher shark after hooking it at the Old Grounds on a mackerel
fillet.  The shark put up a 90 minute fight before the guys could get
it to the“C-Monster”.  Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em Tackle Shop
in the Indian River Marina.
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BLUEFIN TUNA
(Recreational)

2 per vessel/day/trip
27” to < 47” CFL

1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to <73” CFL

Southern Trophy Fishery closed through
December 31, 2019

BLUE MARLIN
99” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No retention limit
DOLPHIN

No minimum length
10 per person/day

WHITE MARLIN
66” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No retention limit

WAHOO
No minimum length
2 per person/day

SWORDFISH
47” Lower Jaw Fork Length

1 per person / 4 per vessel (Rec)
1 per person / 6 per vessel (Charter)

BIGEYE TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

No retention limit

SHARKS
AUTHORIZED SPECIES
No Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead, 
54” Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common
Thresher, Oceanic Whitetip,
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic

Blacknose
71” Minimum Fork Length

Male Shortfin Mako
78” Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, Scalloped

Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead, 
Only 1 shark from the lists above may

be retained per vessel per trip.  In addition,
1 Atlantic Sharpnose and 1 Bonnethead
may be retained per person per trip.  If a
hammerhead shark is retained, no tunas,
billfish or swordfish may be retained

83” Minimum Fork Length
Female Shortfin Mako

Prohibited Sharks
Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand Tiger,
Bigeye Sixgill, Bigeye Thresher, Bignose,

Caribbean Reef, Caribbean Sharpnose, Dusky,
Galapagos, Longfin Mako, Narrowtooth, Night,

Sandbar, Sand Tiger, Sevengill, Sixgill,
Smalltail,Whale, White

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

3 per person/day

(Charter Boat)
3 per vessel/day/trip
27” to < 47” CFL

1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”

(Head Boat)
6 per vessel/day/trip
27” to < 47” CFL

2 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”

On June 1st, the first longfin tuna of the season was caught on the “Midnight Express” by angler Ed Luhrman.  The 42-inch fish was
caught on a spreader bar in the Baltimore Canyon and weighed 54 lbs. on the scale at Hook’em & Cook’em.  Ed is pictured with Donovan
Weaver and Adam Leaman.
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Sam Cole of Divide, CO
celebrated his 6th birthday with
a trip on the charter boat, “OC
Guide Service” with his mother,
his uncle and Capt. John
Prather.  Sam used a white jig
head tipped with a Gulp
artificial bait to fool this 16 1/2-
inch flounder while drifting
around the South Jetty.

Terry Hartlaub from
Millsboro, DE caught this 99 lb.
bluefin tuna while fishing on
the “Reelentless” with Capt.
Orville Henseler in the
Baltimore Canyon.  The big
bluefin hit a spreader bar
loaded with ballyhoo.  Weighed
at Hook’em & Cook’em.
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Tyler Wimsatt, David Welsh, Nick Boyer and Seth Nightengale
caught 4 bluefish, measuring between 28 and 32-inches, while
fishing near the Rt. 50 Bridge during the outgoing tide aboard the
“Land-E-Scaper”.

Anglers on the charter boat, “Moore Bills” wasted no time
jumping on the hot yellowfin tuna bite below the Washington
Canyon last Saturday.  They returned with 18 yellowfins after
hooking them on ballyhoo and spreader bars in 400 fathoms.
Fishing with Capt. Rob Skillman and mate Brian Behe were Adam,
Shane and Austin Moore, Zach and Hank Bente, Ryan Burton,
Devin Bunce and Craig Costantino.  Pictured back at the Ocean City
Fishing Center in West Ocean City.
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Ben Anderson, Harry Trout, Chris Laird and Ryan Trout joined
Capt. Ed Markiewicz and mate Andrew Wolfe for a trip on the
“Assurance” to the Poor Man’s Canyon, the Hot Dog and the
Hambone where they caught a couple of bonitas and some mahi.
Water temperature ranged from 62.8 to 68.6-degrees.

It was a solo trip for Ken Pfeiffer of White Hall, MD on the
charter boat, “Get Sum” with Capt. Nick Clemente and mate Willie
Poole and they returned to the Ocean City Fishing Center with
5 keeper flounder in the box.  The fish, measuring up to 19-inches,
were caught in the bay at the northern end of Assateague Island
while using white Gulp Swimming Mullet for bait.  Capt. Nick
reported water temperatures hovering around 65-degrees.
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Last Friday, anglers on the charter boat, “Marli” headed down to
the Washington Canyon with Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Dakota
Bittner and Josh Lowery where they got in on a fantastic yellowfin
tuna bite.  They ended their day with a limit of 18 in the box in
addition to a pair of mahi.  All were caught in 200 fathoms on trolled
ballyhoo and spreader bars where water temperatures were between
68 and 70-degrees.  Their largest yellowfin weighed in at 67 lbs.
Pictured back at Sunset Marina are Gretchen Benjamin and Joe
Pfeiffer from La Crosse, WI and Joe and Ken Hunter from White
Hall, MD.  

This picture of a mahi crusing behind some baits was taken by
Jim Frazetti on the “Talkin Trash” while trolling near the 461 Lump.

Travis D’Antoni, James Hammond, Brett Schappell and Jim
Hammond caught their limit of bluefin tuna while trolling skirted
ballyhoo and spreader bars in the Baltimore Canyon.  The guys were
fishing on the “Hot Lick” and muscled in a 53-incher as part of their
limit.  Pictured back at Sunset Marina.
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Three flounder, measuring up to 19-inches, fell at the hands of
anglers Levi Rounce from Boing Springs, PA and Larry McNew
from Gardners, PA while fishing on the charter boat, “Lucky Break”
with Capt. Jason Mumford and mate Ethan Nock.  All 3 flatties were
fooled at the northern end of the bay behind Assateague Island with
Gulp Swimming Mullets and Z-Man artificial baits.  

Ron Davis and Tom Czajkowski show off the black sea bass they
caught while fishing on the headboat, “Angler” with Chris Mizurak
and mate Rich Fouts.  The guys were using squid for bait and caught
the knotheads over a natural ocean reef.  Their largest fish weighed
2 lbs. 8 oz.  The “Angler” sails out of Capt. Bill Bunting’s Angler
Dock in downtown Ocean City.
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Logan Beech, age 7, is looking pretty slick as he poses with the
32-inch striped bass he caught at the South Jetty while using
minnows for bait.  Logan was fishing on the charter boat, “On the
Run” with Capt. Dave Caffrey.  Pictured at Bahia Marina.

Dave Beach loves to fish off the bulkhead that runs along the
East Channel from 2nd Street to 4th Street and last week he captured
a pair of flounder, measuring 17 1/4 and 18-inches, while using live
mullet for bait.
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Scott Ayers pulled this 2+ lb. black sea bass over the rail of the
headboat, “Morning Star” while experiencing a fussy bite on natural
ocean bottom.  

We don’t see many barracudas caught this early in the season,
but Jim Senker boated a 38-incher that tipped the scale at 9.3 lbs.
The razor-toothed fish was caught while trolling ballyhoo in
Massey’s Canyon and weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em.
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On the first day of the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament, Joe
Baylog, Ed Balcerzak, Lou Schultheis and Eric Schultheis on the
“Reel Pleasure” arrived at the Sunset Marina scale with 11 yellowfin
tuna (3 pictured) and 3 dolphin.  Their heaviest yellowfin weighed
39.2 lbs. and cemented Eric’s position as top angler in the Schultheis
family.  Their heaviest dolphin tipped the scale at 10 lbs.  The fish
were caught in 200-300 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon where
they found water temperatures hovering between 68 and 71-degrees.  

Cory Walker from Wilmington, DE and Charlie Boyles from
Dover, DE teamed up to capture this 430 lb. thresher shark while
fishing with bunker at the Old Grounds aboard the “Hook It Up”.
Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em at the Indian River Marina.
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Justin Smith and Ethan Robertson from Granville, OH, Shawn Hiller from Hockessin, DE and Todd Willard from Greenville, DE had a
great morning of flounder fishing on the charter boat, “Lucky Break” with Capt. Jason Mumford and mate Mark Hoos (pictured).  The
anglers caught 9 keeper flatties, measuring up to 21 1/2-inches, while drifting Gulp and Z-Man artificial baits in the Ocean City Inlet.
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Ray Mast from Camden, DE muscled in this 17 lb. bluefish while
fishing with a Daiwa SP Minnow lure during the incoming tide in
the Delaware Bay.  Weighed at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Aiden Rice from Frederick, MD was drifting a 4-inch Gulp
Swimming Mullet in the Thorofare when he hooked into this
20-inch flounder.
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The black sea bass were really chewing for this group of lady
anglers fishing on the charter boat, “Katydid” with Capt. Brent
Wiest and mate Chris Vann.  The anglers boated a nice catch of fish
ranging in size from 17 to 20-inches, while using clams for bait.  The
largest sea bass weighed 2 lbs. 6 oz. on the scale at Lewes Harbour
Marina.  Pictured are Andrea Monetti, Patty Catanzariti, Kathy
McClune and Patty Hillas.

Jackson Carter, Mike Freiji, Mel Carter and Capt. Tony Freiji
headed out to the Baltimore Canyon on the “Hammer Down” and
caught 3 bluefin tuna, 4 yellowfin tuna and a mahi while trolling
ballyhoo and spreader bars.  The bluefins measured 41, 42 and
47 1/2-inches.
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Propellers

Propellers or props are the
most critical piece of
underwater hardware needed
to keep your boat running
properly.  There are many
aspects that come into play
when selecting and
maintaining the proper
propeller(s) for your boat.

A propeller is a complex
design, often customized for
your boat and operating style.
Very minute changes in
propeller geometry can have
major changes in the boat’s
performance.  A propellers job
is to transfer the engines
power to the water and create
the force that moves the boat
both forward and reverse.
Any damage to a propeller, no
matter how minor, should be
fixed immediately to maintain
the designed performance and
efficiency and to prevent
damage to other mechanical
components.

While a propeller is
usually one solid piece of
metal for most pleasure boats,
there are many parts of the
propeller we need to be
familiar with when discussing
a propeller.

Hub – This is the solid
center of the propeller that has
a hole for the shaft and that
the propeller blades are
attached to.  The design varies
depending on if the propeller
is used on an outboard or
inboard engine, but its
function is the same.  There
are various attachment
methods of connecting the
propeller to the propeller
shaft.

Keyway – On a traditional
inboard propeller there is a
keyway cut into the inside
diameter of the hub that
matches with a keyway on the
shaft. The propeller and shaft
are then locked together with
the use of a key, long square
metal pieces, inserted into the
common keyway.  Along with
the tight taper, the key keeps
the propeller from spinning
the shaft.  The size, shape,
material of the key and fit are
critical to the performance of
the propeller system.

Blades - The propeller
blades are the twisted fins that
extend outward from the hub.
Propellers can have any
number of blades, though
three or four are the most
common in pleasure boating.
These blades are where most

a lot of propeller elements that
can be modified at a propeller
shop, but right-hand and left-
hand propellers cannot be
changed, even if they are
turned around!  Single engine
boats most often use a right-
hand propeller.  In a twin-
engine boat, most often the
propellers turn outward with
the right-hand propeller on
the starboard side and left-
hand propeller on the port
side. This set-up provides the
best propeller efficiency. A
twin engine boat with both
propellers turning the same
direction will have handling
problems and is not
recommended.

All the above elements
come together to create a
propellers design. 

Selection

The engines power and
boats specifications,
particularly RPM, size and
weight of the boat are critical
in selecting the proper
propeller for your boat.
Engine manufacturers have
an operating RPM range that
needs to be obtained and
maintained for best
performance and operation.
An undersized or oversized
propeller is bad for the engine
and boats performance.

When shopping for a
propeller, the initial criteria is
diameter and pitch, along

of the work happens between
the engine and the water.
Blade design is the main factor
of propeller performance.

Blade faces – The side of
the blade facing the back of
the boat is the blade face.  This
is the high-pressure side that
pushes the water to move the
boat forward. The opposite
side is called the blade back.
This side faces forward and is
the low-pressure side of the
propeller blade.

Blade Tip and Root - The
root of the propeller blade is
the area where the blade is
joined to the hub.  The blade
tip is the outermost edge of
the propeller blade.

Edges – The leading edge
of the blade is the part of the
blade that enters the water
first and the edge that leaves
the water last is the trailing
edge.

Rotation – Rotation, left-
hand, right-hand, clockwise
or counterclockwise is the
description of which way the
propeller is designed to rotate.
All references are envisioned
while standing at the back of a
boat and looking forward.  A
clockwise turning propeller
that moves a boat forward,
while looking at it from the
back of the boat, is called a
right-hand propeller. A
propeller that rotates
counterclockwise and moves
the boat forward is called a
left-hand propeller.  There are
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with a few other tweaking
specifications. 

The propellers diameter is
the distance across the circle
formed by the tips of the
propeller blades.  Diameter is
the single most important
factor in propeller selection.
Generally, the larger the
diameter the better the
performance, but an oversized
or undersized propeller can
be detrimental to the
operation of the engine and
the overall boats performance.

The propellers pitch is the
theoretical distance the
propeller travels through the
water in one revolution.  This
cannot be measured using a
ruler while looking at the
propeller.  The pitch
measurement is a theoretical
distance since the propeller
may “slip” in the water while
turning and not cover the
calculated pitch distance.

Other aspects of propeller
design and selection include
blade rake, blade cup, number
of blades and other elements
that can be adjusted by a

propeller shop to obtain the
best propeller for your use.

When it comes time to re-
evaluate your current
propeller or select a new one,
many factors are involved.
Fortunately, propeller
manufacturers and propeller
shops can walk you through
the necessary steps to select or
design the best propeller for
your boat.  While an out-of-
the-box propeller may work
for many applications, those
Captains looking for a little
more speed, fuel economy,
and a smother ride will team
up with a custom shop to
tweak different parts of the
propeller to obtain the best
results.

Captain Steve Katz is the
owner of Steve’s Marine Service
and holds NMEA, AMEI and
NMEA2000 certificates along
with ABYC Master Technician
certification and factory training
from many manufacturers.  To
reach Steve, call 410-231-3191. Nancy Cox wasn’t going to let her husband, Danny have all the

fun when she caught this 19-inch flounder while drifting a minnow
in the East Channel.
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* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program ** Only released fish are eligible in MD and DE programs
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum
Bluefish
Blue Marlin **
Cobia
Croaker
Dolphin
Flounder
Golden Tilefish
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)

King Mackerel
Red Drum *
Sailfish *
Sea Bass
Sheepshead
Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass

Shark:
Blue Shark *
Hammerhead *
Mako *
Thresher *
Tiger *

Swordfish
Tautog
Tuna:
Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye ***
Bluefin ***
Yellowfin ***

Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin **

24”
48”
34”

Any Size
44”
18”
45”
24”
35”
14”
40”
36”

Any Size
20”
20”
22”
24”
40”

Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size

24”

36”
24”
60”
55”
50”
60”
24”

Any Size

-
50 lbs. or 45”
12 lbs. or 29”
Any Size

45 lbs. or 48”
3 lbs. or 19”
15 lbs. or 41”
7 lbs. or 25”
35 lbs. or 40”
1 lb. or 13”
10 lbs. or 26”

45”
-

3 lbs. or 17”
8 lbs. or 22”
5 lbs. or 22”

-
34 lbs. or 44”

MD MDDE DE

100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
250 lbs. or 83”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
Any Size

7 lbs. or 25”

30 lbs. or 32”
12 lbs. or 26”
70 lbs. or 48”
100 lbs. or 60”
70 lbs. or 48”
20 lbs. or 50”
3 lbs. or 20”
Any Size

Carroll Glass caught this 20 1/2-inch flounder while fishing with
Chad Barrick around the South Jetty.  The guys released 30 flounder
during their trip after hooking them on Gulp artificial baits.

Georgia DiGugliemo caught a 13 lb. mahi while trolling a
skirted ballyhoo in 500 fathoms in the Baltimore Canyon.  Georgia
was fishing with her husband, J.T. DiGuglielmo on the “Gringo
Loco”.  Weighed at Lewes Harbour Marina.
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In the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament, Brendan Hanley
caught a 50.6 lb. yellowfin tuna and Zeb Zebley added a 47.6
pounder to the box while fishing on the “Offshore Hooker” with
Sonny Beatley, C.J. Faison, Capt. Ron Faison and mates Colin
Koveleski and Michael Cerchio.  The anglers caught 3 yellowfins
(2 pictured) during their trip to 100 fathoms in the Baltimore
Canyon, hooking them on trolled ballyhoo and spreader bars.
Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Eileen and Gary Smith from Chesapeake City, MD caught
6 flounder and a snapper bluefish while drifting white and
chartreuse Gulp Swimming Mullets in the Lewes Canal.  Photo
courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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said that there was a 78 lb.
yellowfin caught in the Baltimore
Canyon on the “Canyon Hunter”
over the weekend, but details
and a picture were not found at
press time.  Overall, many boats
returned with boxes full of
yellowfins, including several
limits.

In the Indian River Inlet,
short stripers are the main
attraction right now with only a
couple of keepers caught
throughout the week at night.
The schoolie stripers are being
hooked on soft plastic baits and
Bass Assassins.

Flounder fishing in the Inlet
was rough due to dirty water
conditions from all the wind.
Bert did see one angler catch his
limit on Sunday while using pink
Gulp Shine artificial baits, but no
other flatties came in to the
cleaning table that day.  He also
had an angler report losing a 30-
incher as he was trying to get it
over the rocks on Friday evening.

The fellow was using a Tsunami
Tidal artificial bait which is a
scented swim shad and cheaper
in price than Gulp.  It looks like
companies are really starting to
go after the market that has been
owned by Gulp for the past
several years.  A couple of weeks
ago, we told you about the
American Stink line of soft
plastics impregnated with scent
and now the Tsunami Tidal baits.
Looks like the battle of scented
rubber baits is on!

Bert said that ocean flounder
fishing was practically
nonexistent due to windy
conditions, but on Saturday the
headboats managed to get out
but found the wind bucking the
tide.  Not good.

A couple of nice size
threshers arrived at Hook’em &
Cook’em last week from anglers
fishing at the Old Grounds.  The
“C-Monster” captured a 528
pounder on a mackerel fillet and
the “Hook It Up” returned with a
430 pounder fooled with a
bunker.

At Lewes Harbour Marina,
Capt. Tommy said the flounder
bite in the Lewes Canal has really
slowed down as the fish are
moving out.  Anglers are finding
a lot of throwbacks with a ratio
of 5 to 1 to get your keeper.  A
few weakfish were caught in the
Canal down by the Roosevelt
Inlet and some schoolie striped
bass were hooked by the
Drawbridge.

In the Delaware Bay, the
black drum bite at the Coral beds
is over.  Those fishing around the
Walls are finding keeper
weakfish, small bluefish and
schoolie stripers.  Bigger weakies
are being found at various
Delaware Bay reef sites,
including the Star Site Reef,
along with a few flounder,
bluefish and even some croakers.

Tommy didn’t hear much
coming in from around the Cape
Henlopen Pier last week.

Flounder boats out of Lewes
have been heading out to Sites
10, 11 and the Old Grounds,
weather permitting, and have
seen a continued improvement
in the flounder bite.  Not many
huge fish yet, but the numbers

are encouraging.
Offshore, Lewes boats passed

on the long trip down to between
the Washington and Norfolk
Canyons and opted instead to
head to the Baltimore and Poor
Man’s Canyons where they also
found yellowfin snapping.
Tommy said that one boat also
had a white marlin sniff around 3
baits, but just couldn’t get it to
come tight.

Capt. Mike at Rick’s Bait &
Tackle didn’t have any reports
from the Lewes Canal last week,
but said that this time of year his
customers start to fish more in
the Indian River Inlet and Bay
anyway.  Those that drifted
bucktails, Rat-L-Traps and small
lures found plenty of schoolie
stripers to keep them busy in the
Inlet and there are still a lot of
shad around.  Mike said that the
bluefish that were so plentiful
have disappeared.

Offshore, Mike said that
some of his customers did
venture down to the Washington
Canyon where they got in on the
epic yellowfin bite, but some also
found them snapping in the
Baltimore and Poor Man’s as
well.

One of the highlights of the
week was Mike Fry from
Parkville, MD catching a 36.5-
inch, 19.8 lb. blueline tilefish in
the Washington Canyon on
Saturday.  The current Delaware
State Record is 22 lbs. 3 oz. set
back in 2015.

In the surf, everyone is
reporting mainly kingfish with
the normal menu of sharks,
skates and rays. 

Upcoming Tournament
This weekend is the famous

Indian River Marina Kids Catch-
All Tournament held at the
Indian River Marina.  This is the
tournament’s 5th year for junior
anglers aged 3 to 18.  They can
fish from the beach, off the jetties,
in the bays or head offshore.
Registration is on Friday, June
21st and the cost is only $25 per
angler or $150 per boat.  The
entry fee also includes t-shirts
and dinners on Saturday and
Sunday evenings.  Fishing days
are Saturday and Sunday with
weigh-ins on Saturday from 3:00
to 6:30 and Sunday from 3:00 to
6:00.  A portion of the
tournament proceeds will go to
the Lyme Disease Association of
Delmarva.

Until next week, have fun
and tight lines.

It was a very tough week of
fishing because the wind blew...
and blew... and blew.  Fishing in
the bays was difficult and
heading offshore was impossible
on most days.  The only decent
windows of opportunity came on
Friday and Saturday morning.
Boats out of Delaware mainly
headed to the Baltimore and Poor
Man’s Canyons where they
absolutely smoked the yellowfin
tuna with a small batch of
dolphin mixed in.  

At the Hook’em & Cook’em
Tackle Shop in the Indian River
Marina, Capt. Bert Adams
reported a frustrating week
dealing with wind, but the savior
was the weekend tuna bite that
was the best Bert said he has seen
in over a decade.  A few
highlights were a 168 lb. bigeye
that was caught south of the Poor
Man’s on the boat, “Raven”.  In
addition to the bigeye, the
anglers also captured 8 yellowfin
tuna during their trip.  Bert also

COFISH 20-39.qxp_COFISH 20-39  6/19/19  9:11 AM  Page 18



June 19, 2019  Coastal Fisherman  Page 37www.coastalfisherman.net

Dave and Matt Angstadt spent some time drifting in the Lewes
Canal and were rewarded with 3 keeper flounder and 30
throwbacks.  All of the fish were caught while using minnows for
bait. Their 3 keepers measured 16 1/2, 17 3/4 and 18-inches.  Pictured
at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Joshua Rawzie couldn’t find very good bowfishing in Brooklyn,
NY so he ventured down to Lewes, DE and ended up shooting this
147.5 lb. butterfly ray in the Indian River Bay.  The ray had a
wingspan of 68-inches.  Weighed at Lewes Harbour Marina.
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Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

June 2, 2019
Isabel Blanks
Rt. 50 Bridge
14 lbs. 12 oz.

June 13, 2019
Ray Mast 

Delaware Bay
17 lbs.

Black Drum
No

Weights
Reported

May 22, 2019
A.J. Marta

Delaware Bay
64 lbs.

Bluefish

No
Weights
Reported

June 7, 2019
George Simon
Fenwick Surf
34 lbs. 11 oz.

Cobia

June 4, 2019
Budd Heim
East Channel

6 lbs.

May 17, 2019
Tim West
Lewes Canal
5 lbs. 15 oz.

Flounder

May 15, 2019
Bobby Eberhard
Ocean Wreck

5 lbs.

June 6, 2019
Elaine Becker
Ocean Wreck
3 lb. 3 oz.

Sea Bass

June 7, 2019
Ron Nickey
“On the Run”
11 lbs. 12 oz.

No
Weights
Reported

Sheepshead

May 9, 2019
Dan Rivera

Ocean City Inlet
37.5 lbs.

May 9, 2019
Bob Holsberger
Indian River Surf
15 lbs. 6 oz.

Striped Bass

May 7, 2019
Eddie Santiago
“Fish Bound”

20 lbs.

January 7, 2019
Steve Kiibler
Site 11

19 lbs. 13 oz.

Tautog

June 6, 2019
Rich Daiker
South Jetty
6 lbs. 8 oz.

June 5, 2019
Ryan Lewis

Indian River Inlet
5 lbs. 6 oz.

Weakfish

Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

June 15, 2019
Tony Freiji

Washington Canyon
170 lbs.

June 2, 2019
Mike Baumgartner
Poor Man’s Canyon

159 lbs.

Thresher Shark June 1, 2019
Marc Troch
Fingers
553 lbs.

June 15, 2019
Dave Twardowski
Old Grounds
528 lbs.

Mako Shark

June 4, 2019
Gary Curtis
“Marli”
164 lbs.

June 15, 2019
Steven Davis

Poor Man’s Canyon
168.8 lbs.

Bigeye Tuna

May 27, 2019
Steve Brokenshire
Poor Man’s Canyon

155 lbs.

June 2, 2019
John Klerlien

Baltimore Canyon
157.4 lbs.

Bluefin Tuna

No
Weights
Reported

June 1, 2019
Ed Luhrman

Baltimore Canyon
54 lbs.

Longfin Tuna

June 15, 2019
Robert Rhoads
“Game Over”
71.5 lbs.

May 31, 2019
Brent Huey

Poor Man’s Canyon
24.5 lbs.

Yellowfin Tuna

May 31, 2019
Steve Hamilton
“The Zipper”
25 lbs.

June 8, 2019
Brent Huey

Baltimore Canyon
24 lbs.

Dolphin

No
Weights
Reported

No
Weights
Reported

Wahoo

June 1, 2019
“Uncle Keith”
2 releases

June 2, 2019
“Rock On”
1 release

White Marlin Most Releases in 1 Day (trolling only)

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW
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Don Nolt, Tim Hake, John Green, Pat Sudac and Scott Neiheisel
teamed up to catch 14 yellowfin tuna while jumping on the hot tuna
bite in 500 fathoms below the Washington Canyon last Saturday.
The anglers were fishing on “Gret’s Three J’s” with Capt. John
Conrad and mate John Griffith.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Kosher salt
3 lbs. mussels, scrubbed
2 TBSP unsalted butter
3 TBSP chives, finely 

chopped
4 slices country-style 

bread, grilled

Heat oil in a large
saucepan over medium heat.

Cook garlic, stirring
occasionally, until golden and
crisp, about 3 minutes. 

Using a slotted spoon,
transfer garlic to a small bowl. 

Increase heat to medium-
high and add tomatoes to oil. 

Cook, pressing down on
tomatoes using a wooden
spoon until they are very soft
and broken down, 8–10
minutes.

Pluck out tomato skins. 
Stir in chili oil and fennel

seeds; season with salt. 
Add mussels, cover, and

cook, shaking pan
occasionally, until mussels
open, 5 to 8 minutes (discard
any mussels that don’t open). 

Using a slotted spoon,
transfer mussels to shallow

over fish and cover with
tomato slices, overlapping
slightly.

Sprinkle with remaining
1/4 tsp. salt.

Broil fish 3 to 4 inches from
heat until just cooked
through, 12 to 15 minutes.

Serves 4.

Mussels with Spicy
Tomato Oil and
Grilled Bread

submitted by Cindy Schmus

1/3 cup olive oil
4 garlic cloves, thinly 

sliced
1 lb. tomatoes, cored, 

seeded, coarsely 
chopped

2 TBSP chili oil
1/2 tsp. fennel seeds, 

lightly crushed

Broiled Bluefish with
Tomato and Herbs

submitted by Mike Hackney

4 bluefish fillets with skin
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. salt
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1 tsp. fresh lemon juice
2 TBSP dill, chopped 
2 TBSP chives, chopped 
3 medium tomatoes, cut 

into 3/4-inch slices

Preheat broiler. 
Line rack of a broiler pan

with foil.
Place fish on foil, skin

sides down, and sprinkle with
pepper and 1/4 tsp. salt.

Whisk together
mayonnaise, lemon juice, dill
and chives in a small bowl. 

Spread mixture evenly

bowls.
Add butter to tomato oil

and stir until melted and
incorporated. 

Taste and adjust seasoning. 
Ladle oil over mussels and

top with chives and fried
garlic. 

Serve with grilled bread.

Spicy Mango Scallops
submitted by Sandy Pulsifer

12 sea scallops
1 TBSP peanut or canola 

oil
1 medium red onion, 

chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
1/4 to 1/2 tsp. crushed 

red pepper flakes
1/2 cup unsweetened 

pineapple juice
1/4 cup mango chutney
2 cups hot cooked 

basmati rice
2 TBSP cilantro, minced 

for garnish

Pat scallops dry with paper
towels. 

In a large skillet, heat oil
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Maria Brendan and Bambi Stine, both from Newark, MD
returned to the dock at Frontier Town with an 18-inch flounder that
was caught on a white Gulp Swimming Mullet during the incoming
tide.  The duo was drifting in the Ocean City Inlet on the charter
boat, “Lucky Break” with Capt. Jason Mumford.

over medium-high heat. 
Add scallops and cook 1-

to 2 minutes on each side or
until golden brown and firm. 

Remove from pan.
Add onion to same pan

and cook and stir until tender. 
Add garlic and pepper

flakes and cook 1 minute
longer. 

Stir in pineapple juice. 
Bring to a boil and cook

until liquid is reduced by half.
Stir in chutney.
Return scallops to pan and

heat through, stirring gently
to coat. 

Serve with rice and
sprinkle with cilantro.

Pan-Seared 
Blackened Tuna

submitted by Bill Regine

4 tuna steaks
1/4 cup melted butter
1/2 tsp. paprika
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
1/4 tsp. ground ginger
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1/4 tsp. oregano
1/4 tsp. fennel seeds

1/8 tsp. ground clove
Rinse tuna steaks and pat

dry with paper towels. 
In a small bowl, mix

together the spices and set
aside.

Place a frying pan or cast
iron skillet over high heat
until it starts to smoke. 

Toss the tuna in melted
butter and coat with spice
mixture on both sides. 

Press spice mixture to
adhere. 

Immediately sear on high
heat on each side for 10
seconds for pink in the middle
or for no more then 30 seconds
to cook through. 

Serves 4.

Fried Bluefish Fillets
submitted by Bea Doherty

4 bluefish fillets
1 bowl of milk
2 eggs, beaten
2 cups flour
1/2 inch olive oil in a 

large skillet
3 TBSP parsley, chopped
1 tsp. paprika
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Andrew Cacchio and Donny Holdren were fishing with Gulp
artificial baits on the Thorofare flats when they captured 4 good size
flounder, measuring up to 19-inches.

1 tsp. lemon pepper 
1/2 tsp. salt
1 lemon cut into wedges

Place all of the fillets in a
bowl of milk and let soak for
several minutes. 

Dip fillet in a bowl of well
beaten eggs.

Season flour with parsley,
paprika, lemon pepper and
salt

Roll each fillet in flour.
Heat oil to medium-high.
Place fillets in hot oil. 
Fry to a golden brown,

turning once. 
Remove fillet from pan and

layer over paper towels.
Serve hot or cold with

wedges of lemon. 
Serves 4.

Mako Shark with
Ginger Sauce

4 mako shark steaks with 
skin on

4 TBSP extra virgin olive 
oil

Paprika
Sea salt

Fresh ground pepper
1/2 cup unsalted fish or 

chicken stock
1/4 cup soy sauce
1 TBSP orange, finely 

zested
2 tsp. ginger paste
1/2 tsp. salt
1 TBSP brown sugar

Dredge steaks in olive oil.
Lightly sprinkle

seasonings on both sides of
fish, then place it tightly in
plastic wrap so that the spices
will impregnate the fish.

Refrigerate for at least 30
minutes or up to 2 hours. 

Remove from refrigerator
15 minutes prior to cooking.

Spray pan with cooking
oil.

Pan fry over medium heat
for about 5-6 minutes a side,
until fish is flaky but not over
done. 

Remove from pan and
keep warm.

Using the same pan that
the fish was cooked in, add
the above ingredients and
simmer, stirring frequently.
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Reduce until sauce

thickens slightly.
Serve the fish on the sauce

and garish with fresh lime
wedges and Sriracha sauce if
you desire a bit of heat.

Grilled Tuna with
Herbed Aioli

1/4 cup olive oil
2 TBSP red wine vinegar
2 TBSP fresh basil, 

chopped
2 tsp. fresh thyme, 

chopped
2 tsp. dried tarragon
3 large garlic cloves, finely

chopped
1/3 cup mayonnaise
4 tuna steaks

Whisk together first 6
ingredients in shallow dish for
marinade. 

Place mayonnaise in
separate small bowl. 

Whisk in 1 1/2 TBSP
marinade. 

Set aioli aside.
Sprinkle fish with salt and

pepper. 
Place fish in marinade in

dish, turning to coat evenly. 
Marinate 1 hour at room

temperature, turning fish
occasionally.

Oil grill rack. 
Prepare barbecue grill and

heat to medium-high.
Grill fish to desired

doneness, about 3 minutes per
side for medium. 

Top fish with aioli and
serve.

Pan-Seared Striped
Bass with Herb Sauce

2 striped bass fillets 
1 pinch salt, pepper and 

garlic powder, to 
season each fillet

3 TBSP butter
1/2 TBSP olive oil
4 sprigs fresh dill
4 sprigs fresh rosemary
4 sprigs fresh thyme
2 sprigs fresh dill, for 

garnish
2 sprigs fresh rosemary, 

for garnish 
4 slices lemon

Faith Biesecker from Gettysburg, PA hooked a 23-inch bluefish
while tossing a bucktail under the Rt. 50 Bridge during the outgoing
tide.  Faith and Josh Rosenberger also dug up 3 dozen clams during
their trip.
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Lightly season fish on one

side with salt, pepper and
garlic powder.

Melt butter and olive oil in
a large skillet on medium heat. 

Add rosemary, thyme and
dill to the butter as it melts to
help infuse a little fresh herb
flavor. 

Add fish to the skillet and
place the herbs on top of each
piece while they cook, about 3
to 4 minutes to pan-sear the
bottom of the fish to a golden
brown color. 

Transfer herbs to side of
skillet and carefully flip fish. 

While the fish cooks, spoon
some of the melted butter over
the fillets. 

After spooning butter over
fillets, place the herbs back on
top and continue cooking fish,
approximately 3 to 4
additional minutes until done
and fish flakes easily. 

Transfer fish to individual
serving plates. 

Garnish each fillet with
two lemon slices and a fresh
twig of rosemary and dill.

Shrimp Tortellini
Pasta Toss

1 package cheese tortellini
1 cup frozen peas
3 TBSP olive oil, divided
1 lb. uncooked shrimp (31-

40 count per lb.), 
peeled and deveined

3 garlic cloves, minced
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. pepper

Cook tortellini according
to package directions, adding
peas during the last 5 minutes
of cooking.

In a large nonstick skillet,
heat 2 TBSP oil over medium-
high heat. 

Add shrimp; cook and stir
for 2 minutes.

Add garlic and cook 1 to 2
minutes longer or until shrimp
turn pink.

Drain tortellini mixture
and add to skillet. 

Stir in salt, thyme, pepper
and remaining oil. 

Toss to coat.
Serves 4.

Steve Hamilton, Calvin Johlitz, Oliver Tarr and Stanley Tarr, all
from Bowleys Quarters, MD, Brandon McMann from Baltimore,
MD and Shawn Baker from Glen Burnie, MD caught 3 bluefin tuna
and 7 mahi, weighing up to 25 lbs., while trolling ballyhoo and
spreader bars in 100 fathoms in the Baltimore Canyon.  The anglers
were fishing on “The Zipper” with Capt. Zip Zajdel and mate
Dominic DiSanto.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Chris Boblitz from Townsend, MD caught a pair of chopper
bluefish, looking to be in the 7 lb. range, while fishing with finger
mullet in the suds off Fenwick Island.  Chris is pictured at Fenwick
Bait & Tackle on Ocean Highway in Fenwick Island, DE.

COFISH 40-59 .qxp_COFISH 40-59  6/19/19  9:14 AM  Page 7



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 46  Coastal Fisherman June 19, 2019

COFISH 40-59 .qxp_COFISH 40-59  6/19/19  9:14 AM  Page 8



www.coastalfisherman.net June 19, 2019  Coastal Fisherman  Page 47

COFISH 40-59 .qxp_COFISH 40-59  6/19/19  9:14 AM  Page 9



www.coastalfisherman.netPage 48  Coastal Fisherman  June 19, 2019

Everyone’s favorite flounder fishing duo, “Neighbor” Dave
Leizear and Big Bird Cropper were at it again last Saturday, this time
catching 4 keeper flounder that measured between 17 and 18-inches
while using white Gulp artificial baits.  All of the action took place
around the Rt. 50 Bridge on the “Lost Time”.   Pictured at the Coastal
Fisherman office on Sunset Avenue in West Ocean City.

Ian Zager, Chris Kinsley, Andrew Kinsley, Mitch Seitz and
Adam Druck on the “Wound Tight” caught 3 yellowfin tuna,
measuring between 30 and 42-inches, while trolling spreader bars,
skirted ballyhoo and Squidnation Flippy Floppy Things in 300
fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  Their largest tuna tipped the
scale at 40 lbs.

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum
15 per person/day
5/15 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

CROAKER
8” minimum   
No creel limit

WEAKFISH
13” minimum
1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5”  minimum  
4 per person/day

SPECKLED TROUT
12” minimum
No creel limit

STRIPED BASS
28” - 37” or 44” and greater

2 per person

TAUTOG
Closed 5/16 - 6/30

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum 
3 per person/day

RED DRUM
20” - 27” minimum  
5 per person/day

COBIA
No limit
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What better way to spend Father’s Day than catching some nice
size flatties with your Dad.  Dave Beach, Jr. and Dave Beach, Sr.
spent the morning soaking minnows off the 2nd Street Bulkhead
and captured a pair of flounder measuring 16 1/2 and 17 1/4-inches.
The fish were caught on both tides and wouldn’t hit on their tried
and true fresh mullet they like to use for bait, so they flipped to
minnows.  The guys are pictured sporting their Coastal Fisherman
hats and shirt at our office on Sunset Avenue.

Steven Davis from Fallston, MD muscled in this 168.8 lb. bigeye tuna while fishing on the “Raven” with Bill Utz, Rodney Evans, Alan
Fulmer, Jennifer Brown and Capt. Randy Sparkman.  The bigeye was hooked on a purple and red Sea Witch, just south of the Poor Man’s
Canyon.  In addition to the bigeye, the anglers also caught 8 yellowfins during their trip.  Pictured at Hook’em & Cook’em.
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Last Saturday, Mike Brewer, Bud Brewer, Todd Willard, Josh
Jasper and Jared Jasper picked a good day to head south to below the
Washington Canyon where the jumped on a great yellowfin tuna
bite.  The anglers were fishing on the charter boat, “Fish On” with
Capt. Andrew Dotterweich and mate Steven Stallings when they
captured 15 yellowfins while trolling ballyhoo and spreader bars.
Pictured at Sunset Marina in West Ocean City.

Hurricane Murray Adams and Donald Peters each caught a mess
of black sea bass while fishing on the headboat, “Morning Star”
with Capt. Monty Hawkins.  Murray had a double digit catch of
knotheads and probably would have had more if his quickness to
the rod wasn’t hampered by the number of pies he has eaten recently
at Abi’s Diner.  All of the fish were caught on clams and squid over
natural ocean bottom.  The “Morning Star” is docked at the Ocean
City Fishing Center.
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The Brinker boys were at it again, this time catching 9 yellowfin
tuna (3 pictured) and a dolphin while fishing on “Carol’s Teakettle”
with their dad, Tom Brinker.  Jim and Tim Brinker are shown at the
scale of the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament with yellowfins
weighing 37.6, 42.8 and 48.0 lbs.  They were all caught on green
machines near the Triple 0’s in 68-degree water.

On Sunday morning, Nicole Hier, Jackie Hier, Corey White,
Emily White, Sandra Offutt and Tom Offutt caught 4 flounder
before doing some crabbing and clamming in the bay behind Ocean
City.  The anglers were fishing on the charter boat, “Get Sum” with
Captain Nick Clemente and mate Willie Poole and caught their
4 flatties on white Gulp Swimming Mullets in the West Channel,
north of Hooper’s Restaurant.  Their largest flounder measured
17 1/2-inches.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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A while back I got a call
from a fellow who was
looking for information about
one of the captain’s classes I
teach during the winter
months. The classes are
designed to help folks learn
what they need to know to
become better and safer
mariners and hopefully pass
the required Coast Guard
examination to get a captain’s
license. The fellow was, how
should I say, “quite full of
himself” as he told me about
all the years he’s been fishing
off Delmarva, all the fish he’s
caught, and the boats he’s
had. Some of you might know
him as the kind of guy who
can make a  four-hour trip on
a boat seem like twenty-four!
For the sake of anonymity,
let’s just call this guy
“Flounder”.

In the process of telling me
all about his exploits,
Flounder also bragged that
because he catches so many
fish, people have been paying
him for years to take them
fishing, but since he doesn’t
have a captain’s license and
hears that the Coast Guard is
cracking down on folks
running charters without a

license, he figured he’d find
out what was up with getting
one.

At that point he actually
shut-up long enough for me
to get a few words in. While
there was a whole lot I
wanted to say to Flounder, as
I had already been on the
phone with him longer than I
wanted to, I simply informed
him of our class schedule,
fees and procedures and let it
go at that. After relaying one
more “hard to believe - but
thankfully short” fishing
story, Flounder told me he’d
call back if he decided to take
the course. We hung up and I
never heard from him again.
The reason I brought that
story up was so that I could
work into a discussion of
similar “Flounders” in this
world who also run charters
without having a proper
captain’s license which, by
law, anyone who carries
passengers for hire must
have.

The law defines a
“passenger for hire” as “…a
passenger for whom
consideration is contributed
as a condition of carriage on
the vessel, whether directly or

In that case Flounder has
just chartered his boat and
hired himself out as a fishing
guide. Which, because he has
no license, is against the law.
But to some folks going out
with Flounder makes a lot
more sense than paying a
higher price to go on a real
charter fishing boat with a
legitimate captain. After all,
Flounder seems like a nice
guy, he’s got a good boat and
everyone agrees that he
catches a lot of fish. If he gets
in trouble for running charters
without a license, it’s his neck
not yours, so why not go with
a good fisherman at a cheaper
price?

The best way I know how
to answer that question is
with another question. Why
not take your dog to someone
whom you hear is good with
animals but isn’t a licensed
veterinarian? Why not have a
friend wire the addition on
your home rather than use a
licensed electrician? Or why
not take your sick child to
your neighbor, who used to be
a nurse, than to a legitimate
doctor? Obviously, the
answers to all those questions
center around safety, quality,
training and certain standards
that had to be met before
people in those professions
could be licensed.

With virtually no training
or experience, anyone can buy
and operate a boat. But are

indirectly flowing to the
owner, charterer, operator,
agent, or any other person
having an interest in the
vessel…” In other words, if
it’s understood that your
buddy will not take you out
on his boat unless you agree
to pay a portion of the fuel
bill, bring the food, supply the
bait, or provide other forms of
compensation - then you
could be considered a
passenger for hire. However,
if out of the kindness of your
heart, you decide to pay for or
provide any needed items for
the trip, then it’s just
considered a bunch of friends
fishing or cruising together
and not a charter trip. Which
is the way most folks
probably go about handling
the sharing of expenses for
their boating trips anyway
and there’s nothing wrong
with that.

What’s not allowed is for
an unlicensed skipper to be
out working on his boat one
day when someone comes
down the dock and says,
“Hey Flounder, a friend told
me you’ve been catching fish
pretty good lately. Is there any
way my son and I could hook
a ride to fish with you this
week?”

“Sure buddy” Flounder
replies, “if you can cover the
fuel, bait, and ice, I can get
you out there to catch a few
fish”.
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they safe operators? Are they
going to know what to do to
keep their passengers safe
when problems arise or sea
conditions get bad? Have
they been trained in first-aid
or CPR? Are they enrolled in
a random drug testing
program? Do they meet
certain physical standards
that would allow them to
safely perform normal duties
aboard a boat? Do they carry
insurance that will cover
injury or losses by
passengers? Do they have the
necessary state and federal
fishing licenses and permits
to cover everyone aboard?
And since folks like Flounder
don’t run charters for a
living, but only do it as a way
to make a few extra bucks to
help finance their fishing
habit, will they treat those
who pay to go out with them
as valued customers who
they hope will have such a
good time that they will want
to come back and fish again?

Certainly there are
skippers out there who hold

captain’s licenses but still fail
to meet all of those standards.
But at the very least, when
they originally got their
license and then every five-
years when they renew it, the
Coast Guard deemed them
qualified to operate a vessel
carrying passengers for hire.
In every port there’s a risk of
running into people who will
be willing to risk the safety of
others for the opportunity to
make a few bucks. Before
stepping aboard a boat with
someone like Flounder folks
should ask themselves, “Is
there a reason why this guy
isn’t licensed”? And
remember, even though his
name is “Flounder” it may be
no “fluke” that he’s not a
legitimate captain!

Capt. Mark Sampson is an
outdoor writer and captain of the
charter boat, “Fish Finder”,
docked at the Ocean City Fishing
Center.  During the winter
months, Capt. Mark runs
charters in the Lower Keys. Jim Thompson was fishing solo in the Fenwick surf last week

when he caught this 15-inch pompano on a Fishbite artificial bait.
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On Sunday, only 1 boat fished out of the 30 boats that were
entered in the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament and it looks like
Jen and Andy Maddox of Girdletree, MD made the right call.  Jen
ended up catching a 3.6 lb. flounder to win 1st place in the Flounder
Division, worth $500 in award money.  The winning 21 1/4-inch
flattie was fooled with a strip of squid in the bay behind Assateague
Island near the Duck Blinds during the outgoing tide.  Pictured at
Sunset Marina in West Ocean City.

On opening day of the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament,
John West muscled in a 14 lb. dolphin and held on to win 1st place
in the Dolphin Division.  John was fishing on the “Black Magic”
with Chet Cernava, Brian Stewart and Robert Remo when they
boated the winning dolphin and 7 yellowfins after hooking them on
ballyhoo and spreader bars below the Washington Canyon.  For
their 1st place finish, the “Black Magic” team took home $3,937 in
award money.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Extremely windy weather forecasted for last Sunday forced 29 of the 30 boats entered in the Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament to fish
on Saturday and one of those boats was the “Sea Salt” with Gus Andujar, Steve Martz, Jim Citro and Mike Dewey on board.  Mike ended
up catching a 55.2 lb. yellowfin tuna in 400 fathoms below the Washington Canyon to take 1st place in the Tuna Division, worth $3,937 in
award money.  The anglers caught a total of 5 yellowfins with their 2nd and 3rd heaviest fish weighing 35.2 and 35.4 lbs.  All were caught
on trolled ballyhoo and spreader bars.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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With only 1 boat left to fish on the final day of the 2019 Marlin
Club Small Boat Tournament, angler Randy Graham on the “Fish
Magnet II” was sitting in a good position after catching a 2.4 lb.
flounder on Saturday.  Unfortunately for Randy, he got bumped into
2nd place in the Flounder Division when Jen Maddox weighed a 3.2
pounder on Sunday to jump into 1st place.  Randy’s 2nd place,
18-inch flattie was hooked on a minnow at Site 11 and earned him
$270 in award money.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

The big cat boat, “Oppor-Tuna-Ty” arrived at the scale last
Saturday on the first day of the Ocean City Marlin Club Small Boat
Tournament with 4 yellowfins and a dolphin in the box after
trolling ballyhoo and spreader bars in 66-degree water, 4 miles north
of the 461 Lump.  Their largest dolphin weighed 13.8 lbs., good
enough to take 2nd place in the Dolphin Division and a check for
$823.  Their heaviest yellowfin tipped the scale at 40.8 lbs. and was
caught on a green machine spreader bar.  Fishing with Capt. Ken
Thompson were Chip Raynor, who boated the 2nd place dolphin,
Eddie Quick, Scott Carstairs, Rob Simonton and Ken Maurer.
Pictured at Sunset Marina in West Ocean City.

Last Saturday on the first day of the 2019 Ocean City Marlin
Club Small Boat Tournament, Capt. Jonathan Duffie pointed the
bow of the “Hot Flounder” towards Fenwick Shoal where John
Duffie, Colt Duffie, Jon Duffie and Jeremy Duffie caught 3 snapper
bluefish to sweep the Bluefish Division.  Their fish weighed 0.8, 1.0
and 1.6 lbs. and were caught on trolled Clark spoons.  For their 1st,
2nd and 3rd place finishes, the “Hot Flounder” team won $90 in
award money.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Jack, Chase and Matt Groff took the top three spots in the Sea
Bass Division of the 2019 Ocean City Marlin Club Small Boat
Tournament when they weighed a pair of 2.8 lb. knotheads and a 3.2
pounder.  They caught 6 sea bass during their trip and fooled them
all with chunks of clams at the Twin Wrecks.  The anglers were
fishing on the “Ready or Not” with Capt. Wayne Blanks and won
$270 for their sweep of the Sea Bass Division.  Pictured at Sunset
Marina in West Ocean City.
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In the 40th Annual Ocean City Marlin Club Small Boat
Tournament, anglers on the “Sindaco” captured 6 yellowfin tuna,
including a 53.4 pounder to take 2nd place in the Tuna Division.
The tunas were fooled with trolled ballyhoo and spreader bars in
500 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  Fishing with Capt. Neal
Dangello were Michael Zorzi, Kristian Dangelo and Daryl Young.
For their 2nd place finish, the “Sindaco” team won $823 in award
money.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

In the 2019 Ocean City Marlin Club Small Boat Tournament,
Kiel Fisher captured a 51.4 lb. yellowfin tuna and jumped into 3rd
place in the Tuna Division.  Keil was fishing on the “Little Buddy”
with Alias Jenkins, who caught a 50 lb. yellowfin, Nick Lane and
Capt. George Hall.  Their 3 yellowfins were hooked on trolled
spreader bars in 200 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  For their
3rd place finish, the “Little Buddy” team won $549 in award money.
Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Bill Brown, Sam Stewart, Thad Bittner and Jim Papaccio arrived
at the scale of the 40th Annual Ocean City Marlin Club Small Boat
Tournament with a pair of dolphin that included an 11.8 pounder
that took 3rd place in the Dolphin Division.  The anglers were
fishing on the “Gulf Stream” when they  caught the dolphin while
trolling below the Washington Canyon and took home a check for
$549 for their 3rd place finish.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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croaker
9” minimum  

25 per person/day

weakfish
13” minimum

1 per person/day

sheePshead
no limit

summer flounder
16.5” minimum

4 per person/day

cobia
40” minimum

1 per person/day or 6 per boat/day
6/1 - 9/30

sPeckled TrouT
14” minimum 

4 per person/day

red drum
18” - 27”

1 per person/day

sTriPed bass
28”- 38” and 44” and greater

any combination
2 per person/day

TauTog
closed 5/16 - 6/30

black sea bass
12.5” minimum

15 per person/day
5/15 - 12/31

bluefish
8” minimum

10 per person/day

black drum
16” minimum   

1 per person/day or 6 per boat/day

Birt Webley, Jay Schmitz, Jim Doolittle, Wayne Betts, Bryce Webley, Dan Ruffin, Bo Balahutrak, Don Duff and Jeff Bengtzen donned
their Coastal Fisherman shirts and headed to the Chesapeake Bay where they had a great day of striper fishing with Capt. David Fisher and
mate Mark Denisar on the “Heritage”.  The guys caught plenty of keepers and also kept busy releasing other linesiders throughout the day.
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Even with very windy weather on many days last week, the yellowfins and mahi were cooperating for anglers who made it out to the
Poor Man’s and Washington Canyons.  In the middle of the week, this group of guys headed out on the charter boat, “Marli” and caught
their limit of 18 yellowfins by 10:00 in the morning while trolling ballyhoo and spreader bars in 150 to 200 fathoms in the Poor Man’s.  In
addition to catching 10 mahi they also released an astounding 58 other yellowfins.  Joining Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Dakota Bittner and
Josh Lowery were Dan Ullrich, Shane Lanza, Jimmy Meetre, Jason Hinton, Jerry Goodwin and Jason Welch.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Mike Fry from Parkville, MD caught this 19.8 lb. blueline
tilefish while deep dropping squid in the Washington Canyon last
Saturday.  The 36 1/2-inch tilefish weighed 36.5 lbs. on the scale at
Rick’s Bait & Tackle.
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Immediate opening for 
dependable outboard technician, 
full time year around, experience 

preferred, competitive compensation
based on experience.

call Paul, PT's marine 443-366-4382

boaT for sale

helP wanTed

shark Jaws
cleaned & mounted

$150 for sharks under 300 lbs.
call capt. mark sampson

410-726-7946

iTems for sale

2002 Pro sport 2800cc
Yamaha 225 w/800 hrs., folding
tower, fighting chair, outriggers,
center rigger, live well, fish box
in floor, built-in cooler, tackle

storage, new VHF radio, 
and much more! $32,500

call 410-916-2333
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