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Cobia reappeared off the coast of Ocean City last week following schools of bunker heading south and Kyle Mooney of Milford, NJ (left)
found them last Tuesday only one mile off 26th Street.  Kyle tossed a bucktail in the direction of this 46-incher and reeled it in as fast as he
could, generating an agressive bite from the 30.5 pounder.  Kyle said that he saw several other cobia cruising the surface but decided one
was enough.  Pictured with Craig Mooney.
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A jighead tipped with a Gulp artificial bait was too much to
ignore for this pair of 23-inch flounder.  Jason Hewes was fishing on
the charter boat, “Fish Bound” with Capt. Kane Bounds and mate
Kevin Twilley when he hooked the twins at the Old Grounds.

Ashton Schoen, age 14, decided that the good white marlin bite
was more appealing than the second day of school and ended up
catching and releasing his first two whites while trolling in 150
fathoms in the Washington Canyon.  Ashton was fishing with his
dad, Kenny Schoen and ended the day with 5 bites.
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Last weekend was miserable
in Ocean City and with the
possible effects of Hurricane
Florence, next week doesn’t look
very good.  Let’s hope that she
doesn’t veer to the north or it
might get really ugly.  Otherwise,
it looks like just a bunch of wind
and rain.
Although it was a horrible

day on Sunday, we still saw 42
anglers fish in the Bahia Marina
Flounder Tournament.  With
rough seas making fishing
around the South Jetty
impossible, most boats opted to
stick around the Rt. 50 Bridge
and behind Harbour Island and
Bahia Marina.  As we have
recommended in this report in
prior weeks, live bunker was the
bait of choice and was used to
fool the top three fish in the
tournament.  The first and
second place fish were caught in
the middle of the Rt. 50 Bridge
and the third place flattie was
hooked behind Harbour Island.

Overall, anglers in the
tournament reported very slow
conditions and a lot of
throwbacks to deal with.
Prior to the tournament we

saw a decent flounder bite in the
bay, primarily in the East
Channel but the better bite has
been underneath the Rt. 50
Bridge.  You have to be careful
though, and having one person
at the wheel while the other
tosses the rig underneath the
bridge is definitely advisable.
This is the time of year when

we typically see flounder
stacking up in the East Channel
and around the South Jetty,
preparing for their easterly
migration.  Although we haven’t
seen many flatties caught around
the Jetty, it is probably time to
turn up the pressure.  The rocks
along with wall on the north side
of the Jetty is also a good spot
this time of year.
Most of the flounder that

came in last week were caught on

straight out from the Ocean City
Inlet.  Chris and Patrick were
accompanied by Sarah
Ostrowski who ended up
boating the 60 pounder you saw
on the cover of this issue.  Chris
and Patrick captured 2 other
cobia weighing 30 and 41 lbs.  All
were fooled with live bunker.
Offshore, the white marlin

bite up in the Hudson Canyon
had local billfishing fanatics all
excited, and a few of them even
made the 157 mile run to get in
on the epic bite.  The “Makara”
made the trip and ended up
going 50 for 78 during their 2
days of fishing.
Closer to home, the billfish

bite last week wasn’t as good as
what we saw in prior weeks, but
anglers were still able to come
home with flags flying after
fishing in the Poor Man’s and
less so in the Washington.
We did see a few wahoo

caught, with 2 caught at the Hot
Dog on the “Scuttlebutt”,
another at the Hot Dog on the
“Island Time” and a 57 pounder
hooked in the Washington
Canyon on the “Finominal”.
Dolphin are all over the

ocean, or so it seems, with fish
caught in as close as Fenwick
Shoal and out deep in the Poor
Man’s and Washington Canyons.
Most of the fish are small bailers,
but Mark Ensor on the “Primary
Search” did catch a 50 pounder
just below the Baltimore Canyon.

Upcoming Tournament
This weekends Challenge

Cup has been cancelled.
The next tournament on the

schedule is the Chesapeake Bay
Sportfishing Association
Summer Flounder Tournament
with weigh-ins at Atlantic Tackle
in West Ocean City.  The
tournament is on September 15th
and 16th.  For more information
log on to www.cbsfa.club.
Until next week, our last

week, I’ll see you at the scales! .

ocean structure.  The Old
Grounds, although it is a good
run from the OC Inlet, is still the
top-producing spot, but local
headboats had a couple of very
successful days fishing in deeper
water.  Remember, at the
beginning of the season the best
ocean flounder bite was coming
in 100 to 120-feet of water.  This
may also be the case right now.
The top baits for ocean

flounder have been Gulp, squid,
clams and cut bait.  In the bay, as
mentioned earlier, live bunker is
the go-to bait for the top snipers,
but white Gulp Swimming
Mullets are still producing good
catches.
Anglers in the bay are also

finding snapper bluefish hitting
bucktails, swim shads and
anything shiny being tossed
around the Rt. 50 Bridge pilings
and at the North and South Jetty.
The strangest sight in the bay

last week was a 24-inch baby
sailfish that swam right next to
Rich Daiker’s “Delicious”.  I
received a lot of questions about
this sighting, and I assure you
that Rich knows a sailfish when
he sees it.
Only one to three miles off

the coastline, cobia reappeared
last week after a short absence.
Early in the week, Kyle Mooney
found a 46-incher swimming
around a school of bunker off
26th Street that went after the
bucktail he threw at it and teased
with a fast retrieve.  Kyle said
there were several cobia cruising
around the school, but after
hooking one, Kyle decided to call
it a day.  On Wednesday, cobia
addicts Chris Trovitch and
Patrick Coomes found fish
around schools of bunker
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Douglas Ringenary from
Burlington Twp., NJ was
drifting a minnow in the Indian
River Bay, north of Burton’s
Island, when he hooked into
this 20-inch flounder during a
trip on the “Pelican Bay”.

Jerry Furr from Ocean City,
MD caught this 19-inch
flounder while dropping a
white Gulp Swimming Mullet
at the Sue Foster Reef, part of
the Ocean City Reef Foundation
family of reef sites.
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With Capt. Mike Vanderunen at the wheel of the “Nettie-Mae”,
angler Kristen Kemper and mate Patricia Link were alone in the
cockpit when they took matters into their own hands, releasing this
blue marlin while trolling in the Baltimore Canyon.

Chad Kauffman used a minnow and Gulp combination to fool
this 24 1/2-inch flounder while fishing on the”Reelbuddy”.  The
5 pounder was caught in 90-feet of water at the Old Grounds.
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John Thomas is one happy angler after catching a 3 lb. 12 oz.
flounder while fishing on the headboat, “Angler” with Capt. Chris
Mizurak and mates Rich Fouts and Dean Lo.  John fooled the big
flattie with a strip of squid at an artificial reef site.

Scott Wells and Eric Budd (both pictured) teamed up with Capt.
Tony Battista and Capt. Kevin McCabe to live line mullet and
bunker in the sulfur lines outside the Jackspot and up to the Great
Eastern Reef where they caught their limit of 40 mahi in 2 1/2 hours.
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to an accurate toss by good old
Rob.  Kinda makes you
wonder just how many times I
have been hit with a tomato
while fishing doesn’t it?  
Anyhow, about ten years

ago Robby started a two year
restoration of a classic Rybo
Runner center console.  He
wrapped up the restoration
this past spring.  The boat is
absolutely stunning and I
know that Robby couldn’t wait
to get it offshore.  He has been
breaking her in over the
summer and two days ago he
made the first trip to the
canyons with her.  The
breaking in process continued
and he was rewarded with the
first of what I know will be a
ton of white marlin releases
aboard the “Limited Out”.
What makes this even more
special to me was that our
friend Jeff was with Robby too.
They have been friends even
longer than Robby and I have
and Jeff doesn’t get offshore as
much as he did way back in
the day.  I can think of no one
better to have been on the boat
with Robby for that first
release.  I hope I can be
onboard for some marlin
fishing on that rig in the near
future.
I always hear people

talking about how 50 is the
new 40 with how healthy of
lifestyles people are living and
life expectancies steadily
climbing thanks to modern
medicine.  Sometimes I think

The white marlin bite
stayed very consistent again
last week.  Take a walk around
the marinas and count the blue
flags on any given evening
and you will see that the
majority of the boats that went
fishing are flying anywhere
from one to a bunch of blue
flags.  And a majority of the
boats that didn’t fish are flying
blue flags of another kind
(Sorry about your ruined
meals Mr. Gillis.  Actually I am
not! To be honest I have had
99% positive reaction to my
MAGA flag so you will just
have to find other places to eat.
Might I suggest somewhere
other than the Eastern Shore).
I will now step off of my

political soapbox.  This article
is about the white marlin bite
currently going on and some
of my favorite stories from the
past few days.  These are kind
of all over the place so bear
with me.
At the end of each marine

survey I perform I tell my
clients that they can call me
any time to ask questions or
get advice.  Or in the case of
pre-purchase surveys, they can
just let me know what they
like or don’t like about their
boat after they get to know it

better.  I also tell them that I
love to hear fish stories or get
fish pictures sent to my phone
or email.  
This past Sunday, I heard

one of my more recent clients
having a pretty good day a few
miles above me in the
Poorman’s Canyon.  I could
hear the excitement in his
voice over the VHF radio so I
gave him a call to offer some
congratulations.  When I got in
and checked my messages that
night I saw that he had sent me
a full report on his day,
complete with what rigs were
getting the most bites and
screen shots of his plot line so I
would have the information
for my trip the next day.
Really cool stuff.  I am sure this
was just the first of many good
days to come on the
“Renovator”.  I am very happy
for you Leo and Angela.  I
can’t wait to see the reports in
the years to come.
Those of you that read my

column regularly know that
one of my lifelong fishing
buddies is a guy named
Robby.  He and I have been
bothering fish together for the
better part of 35 years.  The
first time I ever got hit with a
tomato while fishing was due

that is a load of bunk because I
get some devastating
hangovers in my mid 40s and I
know for a fact I didn’t get
them in my mid 30s, but then
again you have to pay to play
so I guess I deserve it.   One
thing I do know is that junior
anglers have been on a tear as
of late.  So much so that I am
thinking that 8 is the new 15.  I
see pictures on social media
and in the pages of the Coastal
Fisherman that are just
amazing.  Youngsters like
Maisie Genthner, Christian
Watkowski and Fisher
Zimmerman with release flags
proudly displayed.  I know
Maisie get her skills from her
mom and I am pretty sure
Fisher was born with a pair of
white deck boots on.  I have
been offering Christian advice
on life for several years, but his
Dad is giving him the fishing
pointers.  Of course, how can I
forget the Balloon Wranglers,
Emily and Joshua Blume
leaping into the water together
to celebrate Emily’s first white
release.  I also heard  of a
young Duffie boy taking over
the coveted left flat line
position on the “Billfisher”.  I
can’t stop smiling as I type
these things.  These junior
anglers and the many others
that have been wreaking
havoc out on the rip are going
to be filling the pages of the
Coastal Fisherman for years to
come.
Lastly, and even though I
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am little biased, most
importantly, I watched my
Mom put a whipping on a
stud white marlin in some
brutal seas this past weekend.
She likes to spectate more
these days and let other people
catch the fish, but she has not
lost a step when it comes to
cranking them in.  I barely had
time to spin around on the fish
when the leader was coming
on to the rod to make for an
official release.  Again, I can’t
stop smiling as I am typing.  So
many great stories have come
out of this recent bite and so
many more are yet to come.
Feel free to send me some of
your own (from this bite or
any other) at
surveyfp@yahoo.com.  I do
love a good fish story!                  

Capt Franky Pettolina is Co-
Captain of the charter boat, “Last
Call”, owner of Pettolina Marine
Surveying, Inc. and multi-term
President of the Ocean City
Marlin Club.  To book a trip on
the “Last Call”, call 443-783-
3699. Tom Diven muscled in a 55 lb. wahoo while trolling a skirted ballyhoo at the Hot Dog.  Tom was

fishing on the “Island Time” with Dave Warner and Al Smith.
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Andrea and Mark Ensor each released their first white marlin
and Mark also caught a 50 lb. mahi while trolling at the Rockpile on
the “Primary Search” with Capt. Austin Ensor and mate James
Doerzbach.  Hats off to Andrea for releasing a white marlin only 10
weeks after donating a kidney.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Taryn Breneman from Lancaster, PA muscled in this 18-inch
flounder after hooking it on a Gulp and minnow combination in the
East Channel while fishing on the “Wizzy”.  
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BLUE MARLIN
99” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

WHITE MARLIN
66” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

SWORDFISH
47” Lower Jaw Fork Length

1 per person / 4 per private vessel 
1 per person / 6 per charter vessel

DOLPHIN
No minimum length
10 per person/day

WAHOO
No minimum length
2 per person/day

BIGEYE TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

No creel limit

BLUEFIN TUNA
(Recreational)

2 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”
(Charter Boat)

3 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”

Northern and Southern Trophy
Fishery closed 

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

3 per person/day

SHARKS
AUTHORIZED SPECIES

No Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead, 

-------
54” Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common
Thresher, Oceanic Whitetip,
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic

Blacknose
------

78” Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, Scalloped

Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead, 
Only 1 shark from the lists above may

be retained per vessel per trip.  In addition,
1 Atlantic Sharpnose and 1 Bonnethead
may be retained per person per trip.  No
size or creel limits on dogfish sharks.

------
83” Minimum Fork Length

Shortfin mako
------

Prohibited Sharks
Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand
Tiger, Bigeye Sixgill, Bigeye Thresher,
Bignose, Caribbean Reef, Caribbean
Sharpnose, Dusky, Galapagos, Longfin
Mako, Narrowtooth, Night, Sand Tiger,

Sevengill, Sixgill, Smalltail,
Whale, White

The dolphin bite is very strong right now as shown by this catch
last week on the charter boat, “That’s Right” with Capt. John
Oughton and mate Austin Bickford.  Tim Campbell, Rene Ramos,
Vincent Prosper, Kevin Bozman, Chuck Trueman, Bo Rites and Tom
Lekas teamed up to catch 42 dolphin while bailing with cut bait in
900 fathoms in the Baltimore Canyon.

During a trip aboard the headboat, “Morning Star”, Courtney
Riffe showed Capt. Monty Hawkins how it is done, catching bigger
flatties than the captain while fishing with squid, Gulp and cut bait
over an ocean wreck.  Courtney’s biggest fish measured 20 1/2-
inches and earned her bragging rights until at least Thanksgiving.
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Proving that even a blind squirrel can find an acorn every now
and then, Mike Matha of Greenbackville, VA caught and released
this 51 1/2-inch red drum while fishing just north of Cape Charles.
Mike and Todd Dillon ended their day with 7 red drum releases.

Ginger Henricksen was fishing with triggerfish slayers, Jack
Henricksen and Ricky Mills and you can guess who ended the day
with the biggest triggerfish boated while using sand fleas for bait.
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Brugh Moore, age 15, from Rehoboth Beach, DE caught a 57 lb.
wahoo while trolling in the Washington Canyon with Ken Simpler,
Capt. Fred Wick and mate Andy Nowakowski on the “Finominal”.
Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em.

While fishing on the headboat, “Morning Star”, Jack Allen’s
21 1/2-inch flounder took biggest fish honors while fishing with
Chris Cutcher, Scott Leeper, Dave Konick, Holly Diggins, Keith and
Jeff Marrah and Robert Nauman.  Chris was surprised when he
hooked a monkfish over a natural ocean reef.  The good catch of
flounder came while using squid, Gulp and cut bait.
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Only a couple of days before the northeast wind and bad weather rolled through Delmarva, Capt. Monty Hawkins on the headboat,
“Morning Star” took this group of anglers to a natural ocean reef where they found the flounder really snapping.  The entire boat caught
their limit while fishing with Gulp, squid, clams and cut bait.  Pictured are Kathy Creel, “Hurricane” Murray Adams, George Ericsson,
Mickie Pfarr, Greg Gentrowski and David Sliwinski.  The “Morning Star” is docked at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Dakota Wendling, Allen Walker, Jim Davis and Winston Chance
teamed up to catch and release 6 white marlin and a sailfish in
addition to catching a load of tilefish, sea bass and mahi while
fishing on the charter boat, “Boss Hogg” with Capt. Corey
Kennington and mates Rick Tshudy and Marshall Freng.  All of the
action took place around the Rockpile.

During the Marlin Club Labor Day Tournament, Brooke Duvall
of Ocean City, MD captured an 11.2 lb. mahi and Maddie Pettolina
of Ocean Pines, MD released a white marlin, all while fishing in the
Poor Man’s Canyon on the charter boat, “Last Call” with Capt. Frank
Pettolina, Capt. Franky Pettolina and mate Chris Evans.  Pictured at
Sunset Marina.
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The flounder were really chewing for this group of anglers fishing on the headboat, “Angler” with Capt. Chris Mizurak and mates Dean
Lo and Rich Fouts.  Jessica Hurst led the way with a pair of flatties weighing 3.0 and 3.75 lbs. that were caught on bucktails at the Old
Grounds.  Joining Jessica on the “Angler” were Brian and Christian Rasmus, Jeff Wright, John O’Reilly, Michael and Jill Plaxton, Bob
McCarty, Bob Telford, Jim Elisadis, Tom Adkins and Wayne Gower.
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Alvin Holston released a white marlin and Chess Hedrick and
Micky Hoskin fought a blue marlin before losing it 40-feet from the
boat, while fishing on the charter boat, “Marli” with Will Hall,
Donnie Dyott, Russell Reed, Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Dakota
Bittner and Chase Neiderer.  The marlins, along with 25 dolphin,
were hooked while trolling in 500 fathoms outside the Rockpile.
Pictured back at Sunset Marina.

Toby Miller of Dover, DE caught a 9 lb. 8 oz. flounder while
dropping a Spro bucktail tipped with a 6-inch Gulp grub and squid
strip at Site 11.  The 28-incher was hooked while fishing with Don
Gillis, also from Dover, DE (pictured).  Weighed at Hook’em &
Cook’em in the Indian River Marina.
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During the Marlin Club Labor Day Tournament, Jacob Lewis
caught a 12.2 lb. dolphin, Ayrton Pryor captured an 11 lb. dolphin
and John Lewis released a white marlin, all while fishing on the
charter boat, “Spring Mix II” with Paul Lebling (pictured) and Capt.
Chris Watkowski.  All of the action was on the troll outside of the
Poor Man’s Canyon.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Christian Bohlen, age 6, took the traditional plunge to celebrate
releasing his first white marlin while fishing on the “JEB” with his
father, Shawn Bohlen, his uncle, Jason Bohlen and cousin, Nathen
Bohlen.  The white marlin was hooked in 70 fathoms in the Poor
Man’s Canyon.
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Brian Staub and Dave Gebhart ventured out to the 20 Fathom
Fingers where they caught 6 mahi measuring up to 38-inches.  All
were caught on trolled ballyhoo.

Kevin Thomas, Jane Mallman and Danny Collision caught their
limit of blueline tilefish while deep dropping in the Washington
Canyon.  The largest fish was hooked by Danny and weighed 12 lbs.
8 oz.  The fish were captured on a pair of electric reels and a hand
cranker before the anglers ventured out another few miles and
bailed over 35 dolphin including a 20.5 pounder caught by Jane.
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While fishing on the charter boat, “Fish Bound” with Capt. Kane
Bounds, angler Jason Lesniczak caught a pair of flounder,
measuring 23 and 24-inches, while fishing over natural bottom at the
Old Grounds.  His group ended their day with 31 flatties in the box.

Tom Jaschik from Phoenix, MD and Pat McDonough from
Baldwin, MD took a quick trip on the charter boat, “Get Sum” with
Capt. Nick Clemente and caught 4 flounder, measuring up to
20-inches.  Three of the flatties were caught in the East Channel and
one came from the Fishbowl.  All were caught on white Gulp
Swimming Mullets.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Heather Vest, Haley Vest and R.J. Fleeman teamed up to catch
7 mahi while trolling at the 20 Fathom Fingers with James Vest on
the “Investment”.

Dave Beach, Sr. is having a hard time containing the joy he feels
after catching this 16 3/4-inch flounder on live bunker at the end of
the incoming tide.  After a couple of knee replacements, the avid
angler weeded through a lot of short fish to catch his keeper while
fishing off the 2nd Street Bulkhead.
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To say it was a nasty weekend
along the Delmarva coast would
be an understatement.  Steady 20
to 30 mph wind combined with
rain kept almost everyone at the
dock and at home.

Before the blow, Bert Adams
at the Hook’em & Cook’em
Tackle Shop in the Indian River
Marina and Hook’em & Cook’em
Outfitters in South Bethany
reported a lot of bluefish in the 8
to 12-inch range were being
caught by anglers fishing off the
rocks in the Indian River Inlet.  A
few flounder were also caught by
boat along the Coast Guard Wall,
highlighted by Brugh Moore’s
9 pounder that he fooled with a
live mullet.   Incredibly, Bert said
that this was the first flounder
Brugh had ever caught.  The kid
is spoiled for life!

A few striped bass are quietly
being caught at night by
fishermen throwing 5-inch blue
herring colored swim shads off
the rocks at the Inlet and there
were also a few bonitas caught
last week by anglers casting
spoons in the Inlet.

In the back bay, Bert reported
decent size spot being caught and
small black drum in the 8 to 10-
inch range.

In the surf near Indian River,
bluefish are starting to show up
in better numbers and kingfish
are still hanging on.  At night it
continues to be the standard line-

up of sharks, rays and skates. 
On lumps and structure close

to shore, anglers are still finding
cobia cruising under schools of
bunker.  Although only a single
18 pounder was caught last week
out of Indian River, several were
caught a short distance south
towards Ocean City.  

Fenwick Shoal, a popular
location for boats fishing out of
Indian River, is seeing an
invasion of bluefish measuring
10 to 12-inches and anglers are
still catching the occasional
Spanish mackerel while trolling
spoons.  Bert said that mackerel
seem to like gold-color spoons
while bluefish prefer the silver
ones.

Headboats out of Indian
River obviously didn’t venture
out over the weekend, but they
continued to peck away at
flounder throughout the week,
although the bite has slowed
down in 60 to 80-feet of water.
Bert said the flatties are starting
to move further off the coast and
preparing to spawn which they
are start to see evidence of when
they filleted recent catches.  It
looks like you need to get out
into 100 to 120-feet of water for
better flounder action.  Site 11,
the Lightship and the Radford
reef site both producing better
catches of flounder.  

If you fish in 60-feet of water,
you will find all the 8 to 12-inch

croaker you want along with
some small bluefish mixed in.

Offshore, Indian River boats
headed to the Poor Man’s
Canyon to get in on the good
white and blue marlin bite.
Dolphin are everywhere, but
most are small and we saw a
couple of mahi caught deeper in
the canyons and also at Massey’s.

Capt. Mike at Rick’s Bait &
Tackle said that his customers are
finding croakers and flounder in
the Lewes Canal but the bite isn’t
exactly red hot.  In the back bays
and at Massey’s Ditch, flounder
are being caught, but the
throwback ratio is extremely
high.  Hardheads are also being
captured in the bay and just
outside the Indian River Inlet.

Mike’s customers who are
fishing in the surf are finding an
increase in snapper bluefish and
a surprising number of
pompano.  One of Mike’s
customers was fishing near The
Point and ended up with 8
pompano in a single day.

At the Cape Henlopen Pier, a
lot of spot are being caught on
small pieces of cut bait and
Fishbites.

Inshore, most of the flounder
Mike saw before the blow were
caught around “A” and “B”
Buoys where anglers also found
some mahi interested in their
baited top-and-bottom rigs.  The
closest mahi that was caught

came in from Fenwick Shoal by
an angler trolling Clark spoons
for Spanish mackerel.

At the Walls in the Delaware
Bay, Mike said that triggerfish
and small black drum, measuring
up to 20-inches, are interested in
offerings of sand fleas.

Finally, at Lewes Harbour
Marina, Admiral Tommy said
that the waters around the Cape
Henlopen Pier are producing
spot, croaker, bluefish and a
variety of “strange” species like
bar jacks and lizard fish.

Action in the Lewes Canal
has been slow and I’m sure that
the run of bad weather we are
having, and will continue to have
for another week, will only create
dirty water conditions and put a
damper on an already slow bite.
Tommy said that those who have
been drifting the Canal found
spot, croaker, some flounder and
small bluefish.

At the end of the week, some
anglers fishing the mouth of the
Delaware Bay found flounder in
the 18 to 20-inch range.

At the Walls, Tommy said
that in addition to the triggerfish
mentioned earlier, anglers are
also catching a few sheepshead
as well while using sand fleas for
bait.

One of the bright spots last
week, at least for Tommy, was
deep dropping in the Baltimore
Canyon where he and some
buddies caught golden tilefish,
blackbelly rosefish, weighing up
to 3 lbs., and ling cod, weighing
up to 4 lbs.  They also caught
some mahi around some lobster
balls.

Until next week, tight lines!
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Marty Henderson, Jeremy LeBeau, Jeremy LeBeau, Jr., Allen Carmichael, Michael Hawkins and Capt.
Steve Danner put a whooping on some blueline tilefish while deep dropping whole squid in the
Baltimore Canyon.  The anglers caught 4 fish over 15 lbs. and received citations for fish weighing
16.6 lbs., 17.2 lbs., 19.9 lbs. and 20.2lbs.  Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em in the Indian River Marina.
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WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limits in State Waters

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum 
4 per person/day

COBIA
No regulations in state waters

SPECKLED TROUT
12” minimum   
No daily limit

STRIPED BASS
28”- 37” and 44” and greater

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16”minimum  4 per person/day

7/17 to 12/31

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum
15 per person/day

05/15 - 9/21 & 10/22 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

3 per person/day

CROAKER
8” minimum  
No daily limit

RED DRUM
20” - 27”

5 per person/day

On the final day of the Marlin Club Labor Day Tournament,
anglers fishing on the “In the Black” arrived at the scale with a white
marlin release and a blue marlin release to win the calcutta for boats
34-feet and under, worth $900 in award money.  Both fish were
hooked in the Poor Man’s Canyon with the blue marlin found in
80 fathoms and the white marlin in 200 fathoms.  Fishing with Capt.
Andy Urban were Wade Fluckey, Kevin Sandleitner and Justin
Lednum.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Nine-year-old, Brennan McMahan caught his very first flounder
while fishing on the “Bobber” with Bobby Weaver, Nash McMahan
and Burke Webb.  The anglers ended their day with 4 flounder in
the box after drifting live bait in the West Channel.
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Lorraine Ferrara from Hockessin, DE caught a 23-inch flounder
while fishing around “B” Buoy with Nicky Ferrara and Tony
Smiertka.  The anglers ended their day with 4 flatties in the box in
addition to releasing a bonita.  All of the flounders were caught on
Spro bucktails tipped with Gulp artificial baits.

On the first day of the 60th Annual Ocean City Marlin Club
Labor Day Tournament, anglers on the “Brenda Lou” released
4 white marlin while fishing in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  David
Bowman released a pair and Johnny Brown and Eric McGallicher
each released a single while fishing with Joe Hollister, Al Rittmeyer,
Capt. Frank Goodheart and mate David Conner.  Pictured at Sunset
Marina in West Ocean City.
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Strolling around one of
our local marinas, I
couldn’t help but notice a
particularly large
sportfishing yacht that had
apparently stopped by
Ocean City for a day or two
on its way south to some
distant port. To say the
least, the sixty-something
foot vessel was impressive
and I imagine a rig that
came with a price tag that
would easily rival the cost
of the average American
home. Everything about
the boat appeared sharp as
a tack until I took note of
how she was tied up. All
mooring lines and
equipment were in place,
including the spring lines,
breast lines and fenders,
but it appeared that
whoever it was that
secured the vessel to her
moorings had absolutely
no idea how to properly tie
even the most basic knot. It
looked as though every
time someone had to secure
a line to the boat or the
dock they just threw

together a conglomeration
of bends, twists and wraps
and figured “that will
suffice to hold the boat”
and left it at that. Even the
way they tied their lines to
the cleats on the boat
showed that they had no
idea what they were doing. 

What I witnessed that
day was not an isolated
incident.  Walk around any
dock where a lot of boats
are moored and you're just
about guaranteed to see
vessels of all sizes and
types tied up with knots
that will do anything but
"hold" if they're really put
to the test, which is further
confirmation that there's a
lot more to seamanship
than just owning a boat!

“ M a r l i n s p i k e
seamanship” is the term
that’s used to describe the
practice of working with
ropes and lines on a boat.
While it’s not necessary for
boaters to be experts at
marlinspike, there are a
certainly a few very basic
knots that every boater

they use their boat! Tying a
line to a cleat involves
taking the line around the
base of the cleat one
complete time, coming
around one horn of the
cleat and then making a
half-hitch and pulling it
tight over the other horn.
That’s it. No more wraps or
loops or twists need to be
made on the cleat. The most
common mistake boaters
make when securing to a
cleat is that they “stack” the
cleat by putting loop after
loop after loop of line on it.
All that extra line piled up
on a cleat does not help
with the holding power, it
only makes it more difficult
to untie later.

A “clove hitch” is used
to secure a line to a piling
and is nothing more than
two half hitches that wrap
around the piling in such a
way that as pressure is
applied from the boat the
line grips the piling tighter
and keeps the line from
slipping. A clove hitch is a
very simple and secure
connection that when the
time comes can be easily
removed from the piling.

Permanent loops or
"eyes" are usually "spliced"
in the ends of lines that will

really needs to know if they
wish to properly moor their
vessel, and quite frankly, if
you can’t properly tie-up
your own boat then you
probably shouldn’t own
one in the first place.

The space and format of
this column won’t allow
me to give a total
description of how to tie
each one of these knots, so
best I can do is describe the
knot and it’s function and
suggest that folks find the
resources on-line or in
books that have photos and
precise descriptions of how
to tie them. Even better
would be to find someone
who can show you first-
hand. These knots are not
difficult to learn and once
you have them down you’ll
be using them on your boat
all the time so they’ll not
likely be forgotten.

The first knot that comes
to mind isn’t really a knot
at all – it’s just the way a
line is tied to a cleat. Walk
around any dock at any
marina and you’ll find
plenty of examples of
boaters who have no idea
how to properly secure a
line to a cleat, even though
it’s something they
probably do every time
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be used for mooring. Once
you know how to do it,
splicing a loop into a three-
strand line is relatively
quick and easy to do.
Splicing braided line is
definitely more challenging
and time consuming. As
long as they have a few
extra bucks laying around
to buy pre-spliced lines or
to pay someone to splice
lines for them, being able to
splice a line is not
necessarily something
every boater needs to
know. However, for any of
a thousand reasons, sooner
or later every boater will
need to put a temporary
loop in the end of a line and
a “bowline” is the knot that
should be used to make
that loop. Bowline knots
are quick and easy to tie but
they take a little time and
practice to learn. The
beauty of the bowline knot
is that even after it has been

pulled very tight it can
always be easily untied.

A properly tied knot
will not only hold securely,
but also be able to be untied
even after long use with
heavy tension. If the knots
securing your boat to the
dock right now aren't doing
this, it's time to brush up on
your marlinspike because
no matter what size or type
of boat they have, every
boater NEEDS to know
how to properly tie to a
cleat and a piling, and how
to make a loop with a
bowline knot so that they
will never have to worry
about their boat leaving the
dock without them.

Capt. Mark Sampson is an
outdoor writer and captain of
the charter boat, “Fish
Finder”, docked at the Ocean
City Fishing Center.
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Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

May 9, 2018
John Unkart

Assateague Island
12 lbs. 

May 30, 2018
John Douds
Fenwick Surf
12 lbs. 3 oz.

Black Drum June 28, 2018
John Collins
“On the Run”

10 lbs.

May 24, 2018
Trent Hill
Coral Beds
66.5 lbs.

Bluefish

August 12, 2018
Madison Jones
1 mile off OC
65 lbs.

August 10, 2018
John Burbage
Bethany Coast
79.4 lbs.

Cobia

August 7, 2018
Angela Campbell
Reef off OC
8 lbs.

May 11, 2018
Sheila Stohler
Delaware Bay
9 lbs. 13 oz.

Flounder

July 11, 2018
Tim Matteson
“Angler”
4 lbs. 5 oz.

June 16, 2018
Randy Eddinger
Radford Wreck
4 lbs. 10 oz.

Sea Bass

August 28, 2018
Dan Kous
South Jetty
15 lbs. 3 oz.

August 1, 2018
Ted Garman
Ice Breakers
10 lbs. 10 oz.

Sheepshead

May 28, 2018
Rick Thomas

Assateague Island
26 lbs. 12 oz.

May 24, 2018
Susan Krepshaw
Indian River Inlet
31 lbs. 10 oz.

Striped Bass

April 18, 2018
Ron McClelland
“Fish Bound”
23 lbs. 9 oz.

April 16, 2018
Paul Daisey
Ocean Wreck
12 lbs.

Tautog

June 21, 2018
Jennifer Kellington

“Get Sum
6 lbs.

June 2, 2018
Matt Boyer

Indian River Inlet
6 lbs. 6 oz.

Weakfish

Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

June 16, 2018
Crew

“Foolish Pleasures”
636 lbs.

June 18, 2018
Crew

“FOMO”
205 lbs.

Thresher Shark June 2, 2018
Nick Skidmore

Cigar
644.9 lbs.

August 25, 2018
Wolf Family
“A” Buoy
252 lbs.

Mako Shark

June 20, 2018
John Curry

Baltimore Canyon
235 lbs.

June 19, 2018
Debbie Mumford

“Last $”
106.5 lbs.

Bigeye Tuna

June 24, 2018
Justin Burt
“Over-Board”
185 lbs.

July 20, 2018
Rob Thompson
Massey’s Canyon

186 lbs.

Bluefin Tuna

June 10, 2018
Pete Gudaitis

Wilmington Canyon
41 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Longfin Tuna

August 17, 2018
Nancy Kohl

“A Salt Weapon III”
112 lbs.

July 5, 2018
Johnny Coffiey
Baltimore Canyon

97.1 lbs.

Yellowfin Tuna

August 7, 2018
Lou Genello

Poor Man’s Canyon
50 lbs.

August 16, 2018
George Packard
Baltimore Canyon

28.6 lbs.

Dolphin

August 26, 2018
Aaron Metheny
“Finatic”
72 lbs.

July 20, 2018
Mo Hussin

Massey’s Canyon
66 lbs.

Wahoo

September 1, 2018
“Buckshot”
15 releases

August 9, 2018
“Hollywood”
4 releases

White Marlin Most Releases in 1 Day (trolling only)
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While fishing on the “Damage Incorporated”, Mike Turowski of
Ocean City, MD caught and released this 43-inch red drum after
hooking it on a Clark spoon at the lumps off 28th Street.

Timmy Iannucci, age 10, from Garnet Valley, PA caught his first
keeper flounder while fishing with his Dad near “B” Buoy off the
coast of Delaware.  Timmy hooked the 23 1/2-incher on a pink
bucktail tipped with a chartreuse Gulp artificial bait.
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Declan Horan, age 10, caught and released his first white marlin
while fishing on the “No Limits” with Ethan and Tanner Gladwin,
Capt. Steve Gladwin and mate Mike Hawkins.  The white marlin
was hooked in 70 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon.

During a trip aboard the headboat, “Tortuga” with Capt. Drew
Zerbe and mate Matt Harris, Emily Marchini of Massapequa, NY,
John Marra of Queensbury, NY and Rebecca Marra of Roxford, NY
each caught a keeper flounder while drifting combinations of
minnows and shiners or minnows and squid in the East Channel
and behind Assateague Island.  Rebecca led the way with an
18-incher that weighed 2 lbs. 5 oz. on the scale at Bahia Marina.
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Steven Warren from Georgetown, DE only fished for an hour at
the Roosevelt Inlet and caught 3 flounder, including this 3 lb. 5 oz.
keeper.  All three were fooled with Gulp artificial baits.  Photo
courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.

Karl Henrich traveled all the way from Germany to fish with
television star, Big Bird Cropper and was rewarded with an 18-inch
flounder caught on a Gulp artificial bait at the South Jetty.  Pictured
at the Coastal Fisherman office in West Ocean City.
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peeled and deveined

Salt and pepper
2 TBSP. vegetable oil
4 TBSP. unsalted butter
4 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 cup beer
1/2 cup clam juice
1/4 cup chopped fresh 
cilantro

3 scallions, sliced thin
2 TBSP. hot sauce

Pat shrimp dry and season
with salt and pepper.  
Heat 1 TBSP. oil in large

skillet over medium-high heat
until just smoking.  
Cook half of shrimp

without moving until spotty
brown on one side, 1 minute.  
Transfer to plate.  
Repeat with remaining

shrimp and oil.
Melt 1 TBSP. butter in

skillet over medium heat.  
Add garlic; cook 30

seconds.  
Stir in beer, clam juice and

any shrimp juices, scraping
up any browned bits.  
Bring to a boil; cook until

sauce is reduced to 1/3 cup.

Drain and return to pot.
In a small bowl, whisk

together Sriracha, lime juice
and soy sauce.  Set aside.
In a large skillet over

medium-high heat, heat 1
TBSP. oil. 
Cook shrimp until pink,

about 3 minutes, then transfer
to a plate. 
In same skillet, heat

remaining 1 TBSP. oil. 
Cook peppers, cucumber,

and green onions until tender,
5 to 6 minutes.
Add shrimp, cooked

noodles and sauce.  Stir until
coated.
Serve with lime and green

onions.

Hot and Spicy Shrimp

2 lbs. extra-large shrimp, 

riracha Shrimp with
Noodles

1 lb. Udon noodles
1/4 cup sriracha
Juice of 1 lime
3 TBSP. low-sodium soy 
sauce

2 TBSP. sesame or canola 
oil, divided

1 lb. medium shrimp, 
peeled and deveined

2 bell peppers, sliced
1 small cucumber, thinly 
sliced

4 green onions, thinly 
sliced, plus more for 
garnish

Lime wedges, for serving

In a large pot of salted
boiling water, cook noodles
according to package
directions until al dente. 

Return shrimp to skillet
and cook, covered over
medium-low heat for 2
minutes.  
Off heat, stir in cilantro,

scallions, hot sauce and
remaining butter.
Serves 4.

Pan Fried Creole
Shrimp with Spicy
Dipping Sauce

1 lb. large shrimp, peeled, 
de-veined, and tails 
removed 

2 TBSP. creole seasoning , 
divided

1/3 cup flour
1/2 cup panko bread 
crumbs

1 egg
3 TBSP. milk
1/3 cup mayo 

Preheat a large nonstick
pan or skillet over medium-
high heat with 3 tsp. of olive
oil.
Wash shrimp and pat dry

with a paper towel or other
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clean towel. 
Place panko crumbs in a

small bowl. 
In a second bowl whisk

together flour and 1 TBSP.
creole seasoning. 
In a third bowl, whisk

together egg and milk. 
Dip shrimps into the flour,

tossing to coat. 
Then dip them in the egg

mixture, and finally into the
panko crumbs.
Add shrimp to preheated

pan (if your pan is not big
enough, do half of the shrimp
at a time) and cook 3-4
minutes on the first side, until
browned. 
Carefully flip shrimp and

cook 3-4 minutes on second
side. 
Don't stir the shrimp

around because they will lose
their coating. 
Transfer to a plate lined

with a paper towel to absorb
any extra oil.
In a small bowl whisk

together mayo and remaining
creole seasoning. 
Serve as dipping sauce

with the shrimp. 

Lemony Crab Cakes

Sauce
3 TBSP. mayonnaise
1/2 tsp. lemon zest
2 TBSP. fresh lemon juice
1 tsp. whole-grain Dijon 
mustard

1/2 tsp. Old Bay 
seasoning

Cakes
1 cup Panko bread 
crumbs; divided

2 TBSP. mayonnaise
1 large egg, lightly beaten
2 tsp. whole-grain Dijon 
mustard

1 tsp. Old Bay seasoning
1 tsp. lemon zest
1 (8 oz.) container fresh 
lump crabmeat,
drained and picked 
free of shells

2 TBSP. unsalted butter
3 TBSP. olive oil
Fresh arugula
Lemon wedges

To Prepare the Sauce

Bobby Bryant, Bobby Bryant, Jr. and Wesley Major caught their
limit of flounder (5 pictured) while fishing with long strips of squid
at Site 9 and Site 10.  Photo courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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In a small bowl whisk all

of the ingredients well.  Cover
and refrigerate until ready to
serve.

To Prepare the Cakes
In a large bowl, stir

together 1/2 cup bread
crumbs, mayonnaise, egg,
mustard, Old Bay and zest;
fold in crab. 

Scoop mixture by 1/4
cupfulls and shape into 6
patties.  
Dredge patties in

remaining 1/2 cup bread
crumbs, pressing gently to
adhere.  
Refrigerate 15 minutes.
In a large non-stick skillet,

melt butter with oil over
medium-high heat.  
Cook patties until golden

brown, 3 to 4 minutes per side.  
Serve with sauce, arugula

and lemon.
Serves 6.

Grilled Tuna Kebabs

16 bamboo skewers 
soaked in water for     

1 hour
2 TBSP. chopped fresh 
oregano

2 tsp. sesame seeds
1 tsp. ground cumin
1/4 tsp. crushed red 
pepper flakes

1 1/2 lbs. tuna fillets, cut 
into 1-inch pieces

2 lemons, very thinly 
sliced into rounds

Olive oil cooking spray
1 tsp. kosher spray

Heat the grill on medium
heat and spray with oil.
Mix oregano, sesame

seeds, cumin and red pepper
flakes in a small bowl; mix
well.  Set aside.
Beginning and ending

with salmon, thread salmon
and folded lemon slices onto 8
pairs of parallel skewers to
make 8 kebabs total.  
Spray the fish lightly with

oil and season with kosher salt
and the reserved spice
mixture.
Grill the fish, turning

occasionally, until fish is
opaque, about 8 to 10 minutes.

The dynamic duo of Big Bird Cropper and “Neighbor” Dave
Leizear, both from Powellville, MD caught a 19-inch flounder and
19 bluefish while tossing Roy Rigs and surface poppers around the
Rt. 50 Bridge.  Pictured at the Coastal Fisherman office.
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Serves 4-6.

Cajun Flounder 

Seasoned rice
6 skinless flounder fillets
12 large shrimp, deveined 
and shelled

1/3 cup olive oil
1 tsp. dried thyme
1 tsp. dried oregano
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1/4 tsp. ground red 
pepper, more or less

6 sheets (15x12 each) 
heavy duty foil

Prepare rice as directed on
package.  
Place flounder and shrimp

in large resealable food
storage bag.  
Combine oil, thyme,

oregano, garlic, salt, pepper
and red pepper in a small
bowl; add to large bag.  
Seal bag; turn to coat fish

and shrimp.  
Marinate for 30 minutes.
Remove shrimp and fish

from bag; discard remaining
marinade.  
Place 1 fish fillet in center

of foil sheet.  
Top with 2 shrimp.  
Double fold sides and ends

of foil to seal packet, leaving
head space for heat
circulation.  
Repeat with remaining fish

and shrimp to make 5 more
packets.  
Place packets on baking

sheet.
Bake 25 minutes.  
Let stand 5 minutes.  
Transfer contents to

serving plates.  
Serve over rice.
Serves 6.

Key West Scallops

1 cup minced onion
1 cup thinly sliced onion
1 TBSP. minced garlic
1/2 tsp. grated lemon zest
1/4 tsp. grated lime zest
1/2 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup lime juice
3 TBSP. olive oil
2 TBSP. sugar

Jeff and Sheila Lessin of Philadelphia, PA teamed up to catch a
white marlin doubleheader while trolling in 50 fathoms in the
Washington Canyon.  The anglers were fishing on the “Legasea”
with Capt. Jon Meade and supermate Dom DiSanto.  
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1 tsp. dried oregano, 
crumbled

1/2 tsp. ground coriander,
toasted

Salt and pepper
1 lb. sea scallops, 
quartered

1/4 cup chopped fresh 
parsley

Combine the minced
onion, garlic, lemon and lime
zests, juices, olive oil, sugar,
oregano, and coriander in a
bowl.  
Stir to mix well.  
Season with salt and

pepper.
Season the fish with salt

and let sit at room
temperature for 5 minutes.
Add the fish to the mixture

and stir, making sure all the
fish is covered by the liquid.  
Cover and refrigerate for

at least 2 hours, stirring
occasionally.
Right before serving, stir in

the sliced onion and parsley.
Serves 4 as an appetizer.

Sea Bass and
Vegetable Soup

2 TBSP. olive oil
2 medium size potatoes, 
peeled and diced

2 medium size carrots, 
diced

2 medium size onions, 
diced

3 cloves garlic, minced
8 to 10 cups fish or 
chicken stock, water, or
any combination

Salt and pepper, to taste
1 1/2 lbs. sea bass
1/2 cup minced fresh 
parsley

In a large saucepan, heat
oil over medium-high heat.  
Add potatoes and carrots

and cook stirring, until the
potatoes begin to brown. 
Add the onions and garlic

and continue to cook, stirring
until the onion softens.  
Add the stock 2 cups at a

time.  
Simmer over medium-low

heat for 10 minutes; taste for
seasoning and add the rice.  
Cook until the rice and

vegetables are tender, another
20 minutes.  
Cut the fish into 4 to 6

pieces and add to the soup;
cook just until a thin bladed
knife passes through one of
the pieces of sea bass easily,
about 6 to 8 minutes.  
Sprinkle with parsley.

Grilled Mahi Tacos
with Chipotle-Lime

Dressing

Dressing
5 limes
1 (8oz.) container sour 
cream

1/2 adobo sauce from 
chipotle peppers

1/2 tsp. Old Bay 
Seasoning

1/4 tsp. chili powder
1/4 tsp. cumin

Fish
1 TBSP. olive oil
1 lb. mahi
1/4 tsp. each salt and 
pepper

12 flour tortillas
3 cups cabbage
2 ripe tomatoes seeded 
and diced

1/2 cup chopped fresh 
cilantro

Zest 3 limes, then juice 1 of
them.  
Stir together sour cream

and adobo sauce in a bowl.  
Stir in 2 TBSP. lime juice, 2

TBSP. zest, Old Bay, chili
powder and cumin.  
Cover and chill until ready

to grill.
Preheat grill to high heat;

oil grate.  
Brush oil on both sides of

fish; sprinkle with salt and
pepper.  
Arrange fish on grate,

turning once, until fish flakes,
3 to 4 minutes per side.  
Fish can also be baked in

oven; preheat to 450 degrees,
bake 9 to 22 minutes total.
Grill tortillas about 15

minutes per side.   
Top with the veggies.  
Drizzle with the dressing.  
Garnish with wedges cut

from remaining 2 limes.
Serves 6.

Ann Gudknecht from Lewes, DE was fishing on ocean structure
with Capt. Brent Wiest on the charter boat, “Katydid” when she
hooked this triggerfish while using clams for bait.  Photo courtesy of
Lewes Harbour Marina.
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Chase Neumayer, age 6, from Hanover, PA was fishing with his
Mawmaw, Judy Neumayer from Enola, PA when they caught a pair
of 16 3/4-inch flounder at the same time while drifting minnows in
the East Channel, north of the Rt. 50 Bridge.

Ethan Gladwin, age 11, and Tanner Gladwin, age 10, each caught
and released their first white marlin while fishing on the “No
Limits” in 70 fathoms in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  The anglers were
fishing with Declan Horan, Capt. Steve Gladwin and mate Mike
Hawkins.
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CROAKER
9” minimum 

25 per person/day

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum
4 per person/day

COBIA
40” minimum   

1 per person/day or 3 per boat/day
6/1 - 9/30

SPECKLED TROUT
14” minimum 

4 per person/day

RED DRUM
18” - 27” 

1 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28”- 38” and 44” and greater

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16” minimum

4 per person/day

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum
15 per person/day
05/15 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
8” minimum

10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

1 per person/day or 6 per boat/day

Jane Millman caught a 23.5 lb. dolphin while trolling for white
marlin in the Washington Canyon with Kevin Thomas and Danny
Collision.

Garrett Hoffman from Deep Creek Lake, MD caught flounder
measuring up to 20 1/2-inches while fishing with live bunker in the
East Channel during the outgoing tide.
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Jeremy Kohl and Rick Hoover, both from Ocean View, DE were
trolling ballyhoo in 80-degree water, south of the Hot Dog when
they caught these two wahoo during a trip aboard the “Scuttlebutt”.
The larger speedster measured 60-inches and weighed 50.7 lbs. and
the smaller wahoo weighed in at an even 25 lbs.  Both were caught
before 9:30 in the morning.  Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em Tackle
Shop in the Indian River Marina.

Madison and Jacob Muhles from Hampstead, MD went home
with a pair of keeper flounder after spending a couple of hours
fishing on the headboat, “Tortuga” with Capt. Drew Zerbe and mate
Serge Garder.  Madison ended up catching the larger flounder with
hers measuring 19-inches and weighing 3 lbs. 1 oz.
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Gavin Hentschel, Cole Russ, John Russ and Steve Hentschel, all from Salisbury, MD had a good day
fishing on the charter boat, “Boss Hogg” with Capt. Corey Kennington, returning to Sunset Marina with
4 white marlin releases and a bigeye tuna after trolling in the Baltimore Canyon.
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Third place in the Bahia Marina Flounder Pounder last Sunday
was won by Greg Donahue with a 2 lb. flounder caught on a live
bunker behind Harbour Island.  Greg was fishing on the “Bay Time
OC” with Brad McCabe, Brian McCabe and Capt. Finn McCabe.  For
the 3rd place finish, Greg took home a check for $126.  

Always a tough pair to beat in a flounder tournament, Kenny Schoen and Rich Daiker struck again, this time winning 1st and 2nd place
in Sunday’s Bahia Marina Flounder Pounder while fishing on the “Delicious”.  Rich (right) caught a 4 pounder to win 1st place and Kenny
captured one weighing 2 lbs. 7 oz. to scoot into 2nd place.  Both flatties, in addition to a third flounder and a striped bass, were caught on
live bunker around the Rt. 50 Bridge in nasty, windy conditions.  For the 1st place finish, Rich won $1,950 in award money and Kenny took
home $255 for his 2nd place fish.  
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Call for back-up

When you start your boats
engines, do the electronics
turn off?  Do you need to start
one of the engines in order
for the second to crank over?
Have you run down your
engine starting battery after
listening to the stereo on the
sand bar?  If you answered
yes to any of these questions
they you could benefit from a
properly configured dual
battery set-up.
There are many options

and configurations to
accomplish the same goal of
having a built-in back-up
battery on your boat.
The most common

example is a single engine
outboard; often these boats
will have one battery.  This
single battery is responsible
for starting the engine and
running the accessories, such
as bilge pumps, lights,
electronics, stereo etc.  Most
of the time this system works
well, especially if the captain
is aware of the limitations of
the system, such as not
leaving the stereo on for
extended periods of time

which can drain the battery
and cause the engine not to
start (until the battery is
recharged).  These single
battery systems are easy and
simple – many boaters with
this system may carry a
portable jumper pack, so they
can jump start their battery if
it should go dead while out
on the water.
The best way to add a

back-up battery to a single
engine, single battery boat is
with a pre-designed kit, often
called an add-a battery kit.
This is much more than a
battery switch.  Years ago a
boater would just add a
second battery and new
battery switch.  This new
switch would have four
positions, one, two, all and
off.  Seems simple enough,
but where should you turn
the switch?  Position one for
½ a day and two for the other
½ day? both when running?
leave it in position one until
there is a problem then
switch to two?  All of the
above scenarios may work,
but each requires knowledge
of the batteries and charge
level and requires much user
intervention.

This would be similar to the
“all” position on a traditional
battery switch.  Once the
engine is stopped, the ACR
automatically separates the
engine and house batteries,
allowing you to run your
house/accessories systems
from the second battery while
preserving the engine
starting battery – a great idea
for the sandbar or boats that
fish with the engine off.   This
same methodology can be
used on any size boat,
outboard, inboard etc,
though on large boats this
type of system is more
complex but the theory is the
same.  Most of these kits
include the proper
components along with a
wiring diagram showing you
how to set this up properly
and move the house loads to
the additional battery.
If you have a twin engine

boat, often the boat is
equipped with two batteries,
one for each engine and two
battery switches.  These
battery switches often have
four positions, one, two, all,
off.  Many mid size boats will
not have a house battery;
instead they use one of the
two batteries as a
combination house/engine
battery.  While this system
can provide back-up
redundancy in an emergency,
proper wiring and labeling is

Modern methods
incorporate a much simpler
solution – a special battery
switch and separate
automatic charge relay
(ACR).  The special battery
switch has two normal
positions, on and off – how
easy!  The switch also has a
clearly marked third position
to manually combine
batteries in an emergency.
This switch turns on and off
two individual circuits at the
same time, usually one
engine battery and one house
battery. This allows you to
have two batteries, one
dedicated to the engine alone
and the second “house”
battery to run the stereo,
electronics pumps, lights, etc.
While this may seem simple –
it is, the charging and
discharging is managed by
the automatic charge relay or
ACR.  When properly wired,
the second battery will allow
the electronics and house
loads to remain on when the
engine is cranked, since they
are now supplied power from
independent batteries. The
ACR is a relay that
AUTOMATICALLY connects
the two batteries together (in
parallel) ONLY when the
engine is running and
charging.  This system allows
the second house battery to
be re-charged and be kept full
by the engines alternator.
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important for it to work
properly.  The batteries
should be labeled on the
battery themselves, one and
two.  Then the battery cables
need to be labeled and
connected to both battery
switches in the same fashion,
preferably position one on
both switches should go to
battery #1, position two
wired to battery #2.  This way
there is no confusion on
which battery you are
enabling.  Wiring this way
will then allow you to turn
one switch to battery one and

the second switch to battery
two.  This now isolates the
batteries and engines, so if
one of the batteries were to
become drained, you would
have a fully charged battery
available to start both of your
engines.
If you were to put one or

both of the battery switches
in the “all” position and the
house equipment drained a
battery, it would drain both
batteries at the same time,
leaving you “dead in the
water”.
While some boaters may

want to leave both switches
on the same battery,
preserving the second
battery, you may not know
the state of charge of the
second battery and when its
needed most you find out
that it isn’t fully charged.  By
operating off each battery
individually, you can learn if
both batteries are functioning
properly before there is an
emergency.
On some twin

engine/dual battery boats
the battery switching is an
on/off switch for each
battery/engine and a
separate parallel switch, this
is also a good setup and
allows you to easily keep the

two batteries isolated like in
the above scenario, only
selecting the parallel mode in
an emergency.
Learning about your

boats batteries, how they are
wired and what the battery
switches control can make
your boating experience
more reliable and therefore
more pleasurable.

Captain Steve Katz is the
owner of Steve’s Marine Service
and holds NMEA, AMEI and
NMEA2000 certificates along
with ABYC Master Technician
certification and factory
training from many
manufacturers.  To reach Steve,
call (631) 264-1600.

A quick fishing trip after school resulted in this 9 lb. flounder
being caught on a finger mullet by angler Brugh Moore of Rehoboth
Beach, DE.  Brugh hooked the big flattie in the Indian River Inlet
while fishing with Jack Burbage.  This was the first flounder Brugh
had ever caught. Weighed at Hook’em & Cook’em.
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1st QTR. MOON
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